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1
The United States House of Representatives adopts legislation to revamp the nation’s financial regularity system, voting mostly along party lines as partisan acrimony impeded cooperation even on the shared goals of averting economic crises.

· After taking a three-month timeout, Russia’s math whiz Grigori Perelman finally turns down a $1,000,000 prize he won for having solved a century-old puzzle.

· At least 41 people are killed and nearly 175 injured in the suicide bomb attack on the Data Darbar complex in Lahore.

2
United States President Barack Obama signs into force the “toughest sanctions against Iran ever passed by the United States Congress”, under the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act.

· The Obama government nominates Indian-American, Nisha Desai Biswau, to the post of Assistant Administrator for Asia in the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

· An unmanned Russian Cargo spaceship, the Progress spacecraft carrying 2.6 tonnes of fuel, food and other supplies, fails to dock with the International Space Station (ISS) due to a glitch in the docking system.

3
The United Nations General Assembly votes unanimously to create “UN Women” (UNW), a new body for accelerating gender equality and women’s empowerment, bringing to a close four years of “tough negotiations”.

· Rosa Otunbayeva, the first woman President in Central Asia, is sworn in Kyrgyzstan, three weeks after bloody ethnic violence in the country’s southern regions claimed hundreds of lives.

· A fuel truck explodes and set fire to Sange, near the Sud-Kivu regional capital of Bukavu, in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, killing more than 230 people and injuring scores.

4
President Dmitry Medvedev calls on the Russian armed forces to guarantee the country’s security in the Asia-Pacific region “in the face of existing challenges” as the military display their power in Vostak-2010, the largest war games ever staged in the Russian Far East.

5
The British government announces controversial plans for a major shake-up of the country’s electoral system that could see the traditional first-past-the-post elections replaced by proportional voting if people say “yes” to the proposed change in a referendum to be called in 2011.

· Brinislaw Komorowski of the centre-right Civic Platform party wins Poland’s runoff presidential elections, beating Jaroslaw Kaczynski, of the right-wing Law and Justice party in a close finish.

· The European Union (EU) announces that Sri Lanka would temporarily lose its General Services Preferential (GSP) + tariff concessions, mainly to the apparel sector, from August 15, 2010.

· Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus launch a customs union as a first step towards forming a broader EU-type economic alliance of former Soviet states in Astana, Kazakhstan.

· The European Space Agency (ESA) releases what it says is the first-ever image of the entire universe, produced by space telescope Planck, which will give scientists new insight into how the stars and galaxies form.

6
Israel’s military announces for the first time to prosecute a soldier for killing civilians during the December 2008-January 2009 Gaza war.

· Prime Minister David Cameron announces judicial inquiry into accusations of British security services’ collusion with foreign intelligence agencies, including the CIA, and the ISI, in the torture of alleged terror suspects held abroad in the wake of 9/11 attacks.

· The Philippine Supreme Court announces to join social networking sites Facebook and Twitter so that it can swiftly announce its decisions and answer any criticism.

· The Library of Congress, USA, names W.S. Merwin as the seventeenth United States Poet Laureate to replace the outgoing Kay Ryan.

7
China and Pakistan agree to deepen cooperation on fighting terrorism and economic issues during Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari’s working visit to Beijing.

· Solar Impulse’s prototype solar-powered airplane takes off on its first night flight attempt at Payerne airport in Switzerland.

· Beverly Hills Superior Court Judge Marsha Revel slaps troubled Hollywood starlet Lindsay Lohan with a 90 days imprisonment in jail for violating probation in two 2007 drunken driving cases.

· Time magazine apologies to Indian-Americans following the publication of a column, which outraged the large community, especially those in New Jersey.

· David Davidar, the India-born former President of Penguin Canada who was forced to quit following allegations of sexual harassment by a colleague, reaches an out-of-court settlement in Toronto with the accuser, Lisa Rundle.

8
One of the most dramatic post-Cold War episodes of espionage between the United States and Russia comes to an end when ten individuals who admitted that they were guilty of spying for Russia are exchanged for Russians accused of being U.S. double agents at Vienna airport, Austria.

· The United Nations recalls Neil Buhne, its top envoy to Sri Lanka, and closes down an office in Colombo following angry protests against a United Nations panel that was set up to probe allegations of was crimes during the country’s civil war.

· The International Monetary Fund raises its world economic growth from 4 per cent to 4.5 per cent, reflecting the positive impact of economic activity in the first half of the year.

9
Iran announces that Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, a woman will not be stoned to death after being convicted of adultery following an international outcry.

· The Chinese government signs a $525-million deal to help Pakistan build two highways in the disputed Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) region.

· The uncertainty over Google’s status in China ends, with the Chinese government agreeing to renew the Internet giant’s licence to operate in the country after months of a stand-off.

10
Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari rules out handling over to India the perpetrators of the 26/11 Mumbai attacks but says the “non-state actors” who derailed New Delhi-Islamabad rapprochement would “hopefully” be brought to justice in his country.

· United States President appoints Preeta D. Bansal to serve as the Vice-Chair (Government Official) of the Council of the Administrative Conference of the United States (ACUS).

11
President Jacob Zuma convenes leaders from Burkina Faso, Kenya, Togo, Mozambique, The Netherlands and neighbouring Zimbabwe at an education summit in Johannesburg.

· The European spacecraft Rosetta performs a flyby of a massive asteroid, Lutetia, between Mars and Jupiter at 47,000 kph.

· The Vatican announces a major financial loss with a euro 4.1-million ($5.2 million) deficit recorded in 2009.

· Three Indian-origin businessmen—Sunil, Mahesh and Haresh Vaswani – associated with Stallion group of companies are given a clean chit by the Nigerian government after facing court charges and deportation for alleged tax evasion and expatriate quota abuse.

· An Indian-American woman, Jasbina Ahluwalia of Oakbrook, Illinois, is selected as one of the finalists to audition for Oprah Winfrey’s new reality series.

12
Al-Shabab, an Al-Qaeda-linked Somali militant group, claims responsibility for twin bombings in Uganda that killed 84 people watching the World Cup final on TV.

· The International Criminal Court charges Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir with three counts of genocide in Darfur.

· China’s ruling Communist Party announces a tightening of anti-corruption laws to stem widening public anger against corruption in officialdom.

· The Bangladesh government lists 40 war crimes suspects prevented from leaving the country.

· The Swiss government declares renowned film director Roman Polanski a free man after rejecting a U.S. request to extradite him on a charge of having sex in 1977 with a 13-year-old girl.

· Archaeologists in Jerusalem announce to have uncovered an ancient clay fragment dating back some 3,400 years, the oldest-ever sample of writing found in the Holy City.

13
Shahram Amiri, an Iranian nuclear scientist, who went missing while on Haj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia in June 2009, reappears in the Iran Interests section of the Pakistani embassy in Washington.

· The Cuban leader, Fidel Castro, appears on state-run television for the first time in nearly a year, looking alert and healthy.

· France’s Lower House of Parliament votes to ban the wearing of the burqua and the niqabor full face Muslim veil in public.

· In a historic move, the Church of England’s governing body, the General Synod, votes to allow women to be ordained as bishops, prompting threats from traditionalists opposed to the move, to leave the Church.

· The Italian police mount one of the biggest crackdowns ever on the shadowy ‘Ndrangheta mafia’ seizing assets worth millions of euros and arresting 300 people including the organisation’s alleged boss of bosses.

14
One of the U.K. National Gallery’s most precious paintings, Leonardo da Vinci’s Virgin of the Rocks, goes back on display in London after an 18-month conservation project revealed details lost for a lifetime under a coat of darkening varnish.

· Desmond Symes, a Royal Air Force veteran of World War II, who met Mahatma Gandhi and took Lord Louis Mountbatten across British India, dies at the age of 86 in London.

15
Argentina becomes the first country in Latin America to legalise same-sex marriage, following a landmark Senate vote carried live on national television.

· After months of Congressional wrangling and in the face of relentless lobbying by Wall Street banks, the United States Senate finally pass an unprecedented and game-changing package of financial reforms.

· After a year of controversy that threatened to force a premature end of circket’s much-published foray into the world anti-doping domain, the contentious ‘whereabouts’ rules, in a new format, receive approval from the ICC.

· Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, one of the wealthiest men in the world, announces to leave most of his fortune to philanthropic causes after his death.

16
German Chancellor Angelo Merkel urges China to ease access to its markets, as the world’s top two exporting nations sign a series of deals reportedly worth several billion dollars in Beijing.

17
The World Diamond Council and the Kimberley Process agree in Moscow to allow Zimbabwe to export limited numbers of stones from fields where the military has been accused of violent human rights abuses and smuggling.

· French scientists, at the Center for research and Restoration of the Museums of France, announce to have cracked a few secrets of the “Mona Lisa”.

18
Nelson Mandela, South Africa’s first African-origin President, turns 92, as the world celebrates the first international day in his honour as “Nelson Mandela International Day”.

· A string of working-class German towns throws a party for two million people on Autobahn A40 in Essen, western Germany, which is on other days clogged with cars and heavy trucks.

· Powerful earthquakes shake an Aleutian Island region of Alaska in north-western Pacific and Papua New Guinea in the south-western Pacific.

· Noted academician Gita Gopinath is named professor of economics at the prestigious Harvard University, becoming the first Indian-origin woman professor in the institution’s history.

· Vienna hosts the international conference of scientists, policymakers and grassroots workers on AIDS in Vienna.

· Afghanistan and Pakistan sign the new trade treaty in Islamabad.

20
Syria forbids the country’s student and teachers from wearing the niqab, the full Islamic veil that reveals only a woman’s eyes.

· Afghanistan President Hamid Karzal sets 2014 deadline for a complete withdrawal of the foreign forces from the country, in tune with a gradual takeover of security in the provinces by Afghan forces from 2011.

21
Social networking site Facebook reaches 500 million users, becoming not only the biggest social network in the world, but also the fastest growing.

22
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) rules that Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence from Serbia in February 2008 did not violate international law.

· The United States announces a new “programme of security cooperation” with the Indonesian Army’s Special Forces division.

· Octopus Paul, the eight-legged ‘oracle’, is declared an “honorary friend” of a Spanish town in a ceremony at his German aquarium.

· Muttiah Muralitharan ends his Test career in a blaze of glory, reaching an astonishing 800 wickets while playing a crucial role in Sri Lanka’s emphatic 10-wicket victory over India on the final day of the first Test in Galle.

23
Nepal’s prime ministerial election run-off fails to come up with a clear winner.

· Hundreds of British Tamils, carrying candles and banners hold a vigil outside Downing Street in London to demand an independent inquiry by the United Nations into alleged human rights violations in Sri Lanka.

24
North Korea threatens to respond with nuclear weapons to a major U.S.-South Korean exercise, four-day joint naval exercises – the first in a series – in a bid to deter North Korea’s “aggressive” behaviour.

· The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) decides to expand the East Asia Summit (EAS) to include the United States and Russia.

· 19 people are killed in a stampede during the “Love parade 2010” in Duisburg. Germany.

· Heavy rain ruptures the Lake Delhi dam, sending a torrent into the Maquoketa River below and forcing the evacuation of hundreds of homes and vacation cabins in eastern lowa.

25
The African Union (AU) summit gets under way in Kampala, Uganda.

· An order of Benedictine nuns, who live a reclusive life, sign a major record deal with the label behind controversial singer Lady Gaga.

· Indian-origin entrepreneur Vijay Patel is awarded an honorary degree in business administration by the De Montfort University, Leicester.

· According to a trove of secret military field reports made public by an organisation called WikiLeaks, Americans fighting the war in Afghanistan have long harboured strong suspicions that Pakistan’s military spy service has guided the Afghan insurgency with a hidden hand.

· Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez abruptly cancels a trip to Cuba, citing the danger of “aimed aggression” by Colombia, and warns the United States to stay out of the crisis.

26
In the first judicial verdict on the genocide committed by Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge in the 1970s, the Trial Chamber of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), convicts Kaing Guek Eav, for his role in the mass execution of the “enemies” of Khmer Rouge at S-21 between 1975 and 1979.

27
The Chinese government kick-starts a large-scale effort to upgrade air and rail infrastructure, as well as surveillance capabilities, in its Tibet and Xinjiang regions.

· BP announces that its gaffe-prone British CEO, Tony Hayward, will be replaced by an American, the head of mop-up operations in the Gulf of Mexico Robert Dudley.

28
A Pakistani aircraft, Airtube flight ED 202, with 152 people on board crashes into the Margalla Hills skirting Islamabad, leaving no survivors and an entire hillside charred.

· The United States House of Representatives pass a bill providing $59 billion in additional funding for President Barack Obama’s war efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq.

· Oldest Twitter user, Ivy Bean, dies at the age of 104 in the outskirts of Bradford in northern England.

· British-Indian academic and peer Lord Bhikhu Parekh is named one of Britain’s “greatest political philosophers” of the 20th century by the prestigious Political Studies Association.

29
In a serious setback to the state of Arizona, the tough immigration laws under SB 1070 Bill, it passed earlier in 2010 are blocked by Susan Bolton, a federal judge, as she forbids Arizona authorities from implementing central provisions of the new immigration law until the case is fully heard.

· The city of New York agrees to pay more than $7 million to settle a civil lawsuit filed by victims of a police brutality case dating back to November 2006.

· India and Vietnam agree to strengthen their defence cooperation.

30
Nepal’s Supreme Court in Kathmandu upholds the decision to imprison Charles Sobhraj for life, for the murder of an American lady in Nepal in 1975.

· Mayor of London Boris Johnson and Barclays Chairman Marcus Agius, ride cycles to popularise the London Cycle Hire bicycle scheme to make the city greener in central London.

31 
In ‘wedding of the century,’ Marc Mezvinsky, and Chelsea Clinton, daughter of former U.S. President, Bill Clinton, and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, get married at Astor Courts estate in Rhinebeck, New York.

· A 5.8 magnitude earthquake strikes southern Iran. 

