August, 2010

1
Dutch troops end their mission in Afghanistan after four “proud” years. 

· The Convention on Cluster Munitions –a landmark international treaty to ban cluster munitions – take effect, requiring signatories  to stop the use, production and transfer of the deadly weapons.

· Citing security concerns, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) decides to bar some services of BlackBerry – messenger, e-mail and web browsing – from October 11, 2010.

3
China’s military launches “Vanguard-2010”, a major air defence exercises along the country’s eastern coast bordering the Yellow Sea, in the wake of heightened tensions over China’s territorial claims in the region.

· Malaysia announces plans to introduce a Visa Facilitation System (VFS) for tourists from India and China.

4
After months of wrenching debate that tested the boundaries of religious tolerance in the United States, lower Manhattan’s Community Board 1 removes the final obstacle blocking the construction of a mosque near the site of the 9/11 attacks.   

· United States President Barack Obama asks young leaders of Africa to follow Mahatma Gandhi to bring the changes they want in the continent.

5
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev voices support for South Africa’s bid to join the BRIC group, which unites Brazil, Russia, India and China.

· Indian-American Raj Goyle wins a primary from Kansas State to bag Democratic Party’s nomination for the November Congressional elections, becoming the latest candidate from the community to join the race for the House of Representatives.

· Neil Armstrong celebrating his 80th birthday in Washington D.C., flays new plan about the future of NASA’s manned exploration programme in 2010.

6
Nepal’s Parliament fails to elect a Prime Minister for the fourth time.

· Elena Kaga, Solicitor General in the Obama administration and former Dean of Harvard Law School, is confirmed by the Senate as an Associate Supreme Court Justice.

· Pakistan’s National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) chairman Nadeem Ahmed declares the worst floods in Pakistan’s history as the biggest disaster in Pakistan’s history.

· The United States declares the Pakistan-based Harkat-ul Jihad (HuJI) a foreign terrorist organisation and slaps sanction on its commander Mohammad Ilyas Kashmiri, believed to have been in close contact with Lashkar-e-Taiba operative David Headley.

7
A lively Fidel Castro appeals to President Barack Obama to prevent a global nuclear war in an emphatic speech that marks his first official government appearance since emergency surgery four years ago.

· Russia accuses the United States of “gross” violations of a number of arms-control and non-proliferation agreements in an apparent tit-a-tat for United States charges of Russia breaching the 1991 START-1 nuclear–arms treaty.

· The United States Senate passes a border security bill that will raise the visa fees of Indian companies operating in the United States by $2,000 or more, a move that may seriously impact the operations of IT-focussed companies such as Infosys, Wipro and the Tata Group.

· The United States Bureau of Labour Statistics (BLS) reports that the total nonfarm payroll employment declined by 131,000 in July and the unemployment rate was unchanged at 9.5 per cent.

8
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev reasserts Moscow’s strong hold on Georgia’s breakaway territories, visiting Abkhazia on the second anniversary of the Russia-Georgia war and pledging all-round assistance to strengthen the region’s independence from Georgia.

· At least 127 people are killed and nearly 1,300 missing after mudslides sweep away homes and destroy roads in north-western China as the nation battles its worst flooding in a decade.

9
Close on the heels of an escalating conflict with Venezuela, Colombia ushers in a new regime with swearing in Juan Manuel Santos as President.

10
The Chinese government orders more than 2,000 cement, steel and dyeing factories to close down outdated manufacturing units in a large-scale effort to reduce energy inefficiencies.

· A major 7.5-magnitude earthquake hits the Pacific Island nation of Vanuatu, generating a small tsunami and sending thousands of frightened people running for the hills.

· The former Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, is declared a proclaimed offender by the Sindh High Court for failing to appear in connection with a petition that charged him with “disfiguring” the Constitution.

11
Zimbabwe sells 900,000 carats of diamonds from Chiadzwa worth $72 million, the first such sale since the Kimberly Process Certification Scheme approved its gems in July 2010.

· Indian-origin Sushil Sheth, a Chicago physician, is sentenced to five years in prison for defrauding the U.S. government’s Medicare scheme and other public and private healthcare insurance programmes of a whopping $13 million through false medical claims.

· Russia deploys S-300 air defence missiles in Abkhazia, Georgia’s former breakaway region.

· Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez joins the Twitter age.

· The U.S. dollar falls to a 15-year low against the Japanese yen after the U.S. Federal Reserve announces new measures to shore up the ailing American economy.

12
China pledges its support to Sri Lanka against any international pressure for a United Nations-led probe into alleged war crimes.

· The United Nations urges all countries to bury their political and ideological differences and help Pakistan cope with the floods.

· Keen to extend a warm welcome to millions of tourists during the 2012 Olympics in London, Britain’s national tourism agency puts together a list of cultural ‘dos’ and ‘don’ts’

13
Around 200 children’s choirs appear across Cuba as part of celebrations marking its leader Fidel Castro’s 84th birthday.

· Saudi King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, custodian of Islam’s two holiest mosques, issues a royal decree that only approved scholars can issue fatwas or Islamic religious edicts.

· A Sri Lankan court martial, probing charges that General (retd.) Sarath Fonseka dabbled in political while in uniform, finds him guilty and recommends him for a ‘dishonourable discharge from rank.’

· United States President Barack Obama signs the Southwest Border Security Bill in Washington to protect communities along the southwest border and across the country and strengthen partnership with Mexico in targeting the gangs and criminal organisations that operate on both sides of the shared border.

14
Iran asserts that it remains unaffected by Western attempts to deny it refined petroleum products.

15
Normal life is affected in Nepal as the Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN) enforces a nation-wide transport strike to pressure political parties to focus on Constitution writing.

· Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa dedicates to the nation the first phase of the $1.5-billion Hambantota port being constructed with Chinese help.

· Japan’s liberal Prime Minister Kan shuns a visit to the Yasukuni war shrine in Tokyo that has outraged Asian neighbours for honouring war criminals, breaking from past government tradition and instead apologising for the suffering World War II caused.

· The Dhaka University makes amends for what it called a “mistake” made in 1949, as it reinstates Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rahman as a student of the varsity, from where he was expelled for leading a movement seeking a hike in wages for low paid workers.

16
Teams from Australia, Germany and Switzerland set off from Geneva for the first carbon neutral race around the world.

· According to government figures, after three decades of spectacular growth, China passes Japan in the second quarter to become the world’s second-largest economy behind the United States.

· A Boeing 737 jetliner with 131 passengers abroad crashes on landing and breaks into three pieces on Andres Island, a Colombian island in the Caribbean.

17
The Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations wins a key legal battle against the City of New York, and as a result obtains an exception from a federal appeals court from paying million of dollars in property taxes to the City.

· At least 51 people are killed and more than 100 injured after suicide bombers attacked hundreds queuing up outside a military recruitment centre in Baghdad.

· The former Nigerian military dictator, General Ibrahim Babangida, decides to run in the presidential election due in 2011, nearly two decades after controversially overturned a ballot widely regarded as fair.

· The General Assembly of the International Mathematical Union, at its meeting in Bangalore, elects Ingrid Daubechies of the United States as its president for the 2011-14 terms, making her the first woman to lead the organisation.

18
Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Tajikistan agree to step up joint fight against terrorism and narcotics at a quadripartite summit in the Russian Black sea resort of Sochi.

· China’s central government orders the expansion of vegetable production, with increased funding and rail links, to stop an “increasingly serious” food supply situation in some major cities.

· Milorad “Rod” Blagojevich, former Illinois Governor and Democrat, gets away with a guilty verdict on only one of 24 charges, in a federal corruption case against him.

· Colombian defence pact with United States comes to a grinding halt after Colombia’s Constitutional Court suspends an agreement that provided United States troops with greater access to Colombian bases.

19
The United States concludes a major phase of military withdrawal seven years after it led the invasion of Iraq when the last designated United States combat brigade leaves Iraq and enters Kuwait.

· Seven people are killed when a man drives a vehicle loaded with explosives into a crowd and it blows up in China’s Xinjiang region, the scene of ethnic unrest.

· The last vestige of royalty is set to disappear in Nepal with the central bank announcing to drop the king’s face from bank notes.

· Vuvuzela, the horn instrument which became the sound of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa, wins an entry in the latest edition of the Oxford English Dictionary.

· Louis Nirenberg, winner of the Chern Medal Award, nominates the Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences of New York University to receive half of the cash prize the award carries.

20
Russia extends the lease of military base in Gyumri in Armenia through 2044 in a decisive move to strengthen its military clout in the strategic region of the Caucasus and the Black Sea.

21
Thieves make off with Vincent van Gogh painting known by the titles of “Poppy Flowers” and “Vase with Flowers” from the Mahmoud Khalil Museum in Cairo.

· Iranian and Russian engineers begin loading fuel into Iran’s first nuclear power plant in Bushehr – a move that Tehran describes as historic and a reflection of the country’s steadfastness and perseverance.

· Dutch solo sailor Laura Dekker, 14, begins her round-the-world record bid from Portugal.

· Sweden withdraws the arrest warrant for charges of rape and molestation on Julian Assange, founder of whistle-blowing site WikiLeaks that threatened to publish more secret U.S. military documents on Afghan war.

22
The Mariam, a Bolivian-flagged Lebanese aid ship for Gaza is postponed to await a green light from a third country as a transit point for the mission to the Israeli-blockaded Palestinian territory.

· Bangladesh decides to confer the former Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi with a special posthumous honour for her remarkable contributions to Bangladesh’s independence in 1971.

23
Seven people are killed in the Philippines when a sacked police officer seizes a tourist bus and opens fire at his hostages before he is killed by police.

· Pakistan eases visa restrictions for aid workers from all countries except India and Israel to help the nation deal with the humanitarian crisis caused by the devastating floods.

· Nepal’s Parliament fails to elect a Prime Minister for the fifth time.

· Chilean officials begin sending food and water down to 33 miners trapped deep underground at the San Jose gold and copper mine for 18 days.

· Israeli police recommends the indictment of the former Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, who had to quit after a string of graft charges, including a property deal described as the nation’s biggest scandal.

· Tiger Woods and his wife Elin divorce, their six-year marriage succumbing to the massive sex scandal that enveloped the world’s number one golfer.

24
At least 42 people die when a passenger jet overshoots a runway in northeast China and bursts into flames.

· Two extremist insurgents of Al Shabab go on a shooting rampage in a Mogadishu hotel in Somalia killing 32 people.

25
Iran testfires its home-built surface-to-surface Fateh 110 missile (Conqueror). It is nine metre long and weighs 3,500 kg.

· Bombers and gunmen launch a coordinated string of attacks against Iraqi government forces in Karbala and Kut, killing 62 people.

26
Francis Ford Coppola, director of cult classic films such as the Godfather series, will be awarded a lifetime achievement Oscar by the Academy of motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

27
Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki signs a new constitution into law that institutes a United States-style system of checks and balances.

28
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin flags off the construction of a new space centre at the former missile defence base of Vostochny near the town of Ulegorsk, nearly 6000 km east of Moscow, describing it as country’s most ambitious project.

29
Russian Prime Minister Viladimir Putin  formally opens the Russian section of an oil pipeline to China. The new pipeline is a 64-km spur from the strategic 4,800-km Eastern Siberia-Pacific Ocean (ESPO) pipeline.

· The 2,460 Sinabung volano on the Indonesian island of Sumatra erupts for the first time in 400 years spewing a vast cloud of smoke and ash into the air.

· Mad Men, a dark period drama set in the 1960’s New York and comedy series Modern Family, a mockumeritary about three families, win the top honours at the 62nd Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angels. Top Chef, hosted by India model Padma Lakshmi wins the Emmy for outstanding reality series.

· 30
The Sri Lankan Cabinet approves changes to the 1978 Constitution, including an amendment that clears the path for President Mahinda Rajapaksa to seek a third term in office.

31
Pakistan describes as “baseless” The New York Times article suggesting that Islamabad has given over de facto control of Gilgit-Baltistan to China and there are no Chinese troops in the region.

· A group of noisy protesters, known as “31ers” gather in downtown Moscow’s Triumfalnaya Square and shout slogans against Vladimir Putin and his regime.

