September, 2010

1
Pakistani military officers are offloaded from a flight at the Dulles International Airport in Washington after one of the officers make “what a flight attendant considered to be an ‘inappropriate remark’”.

· In his eagerly-awaited memories, A journey, published in London, the former British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, admits his failure in anticipating the “nightmare” that followed the Iraq invasion.

· In an important policy speech that makes the end of the United States combat operations in Iraq, President Barack Obama says the “U.S. has paid a huge price,” in Iraq and that ending the war is not only in Iraq’s interest but America’s as well.

· A senior Swedish prosecutor reopens a rape investigation against WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, the latest twist to a puzzling case in which prosecutors of different ranks have overruled each other.

· A man armed with a handgun, and possibly a bomb, storms the Discovery TV Channel headquarters in Silver Spring , a suburb of Washington, firing several shots and taking at least one person hostage.

· A bronze statue of Mahatma Gandhi is unveiled at the University of New South Wales (UNSW) in Sydney on the 100th anniversary of Wattle Day.

2
The Israelis and the Palestinians embark on direct peace talks in Washington D.C., a breakthrough after more than 20 months of stalled dialogue.

· In a major legislative crackdown on the Pakistani Taliban, also known as the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the United States Department of Treasury slaps sanctions on the terrorist group.

· An oil and gas platform in the Gulf of Mexico explodes in an accident that recalls the worst offshore oil spill in history.

· Twenty-four Indian citizens are detained in Malaysia in a suspected case of human trafficking by two Pakistanis.

· A new wave of devastating wildfires in Russia kills several people and gutted hundreds of houses.

· The U.S. Federal Reserve announces its approval of the application by China Investment Corporation (CIC), the sovereign wealth fund of the Chinese government, to acquire indirectly up to 10 per cent of the voting shares of Morgan Stanley, a major Wall Street bank.

3
Over 40 people are killed and more than 70 injured in a suicide attack on a Ship rally in Quetta.

· A group of devotees have a miraculous escape when an explosion rips through a Hare Krishna temple in Leicestershire in England.

· Thilo Sarrazin, a director on the board of Germany’s Central Bank, who caused a monumental stir by accusing immigrants and Muslims of diluting his country’s intellectual and economic strength, is sacked from the Bundesbank’s Governing Board.

· A Boeing plane belonging to the cargo firm UPS, heading for Cologne in Germany, crashes close to a military base in Dubai.

· Cuban leader Fidel Castro appears in his full military uniform at the University of Havana for the first time since stepping down as President four years ago.

· India and China agree to cooperate in sharing intelligence on illegal trade in tiger parts between the countries.

· According to the monthly figures released by the U.S. Bureau of Labour Statistics (BLX), the unemployment rate in the U.S. economy in August, claimed by one percentage point to 9.6 per cent, or 14.9 million unemployed persons. 

4
Anti-war activists in Dublin hurl shoes and eggs at the British former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, when he visits the Irish capital to launch his memoirs, A Journey.

· The National Aeronautical and Space Administration announces it’s most ambitious space exploration project yet - Solar Probe Plus - to send a probe to our nuclear-powered star by the year 2018.

· Syria moves to curb influence of Muslim conservatives by asking imams for recordings of their Friday sermons and starts to strictly monitor religious schools.

· New Zealand’s most destructive earthquake in nearly 80 years causes $2 billion worth damage, felling buildings, tearing up roads and sending terrified residents fleeing into the streets in Christchurch.

· Ahmad S., a German Islamic radical held by American forces in Afghanistan, reveals details of planned terror attacks in Germany and other European countries.

· A car bomb attack on a military camp at a firing range near the town of Buinaksk in Dagestan, kills at least three and injures more than 30 servicemen in southern Russia.

· A day after India voices concerns to China over its reference to the disputed Gilgit-Baltistan region as “a northern part of Pakistan,” the Chinese government withdraws its statement from its official Xinhua news agency as well as from the Foreign Ministry’s website.

· According to the United Nations, food prices rose 5 per cent globally during August, 2010, spurred mostly by the higher cost of wheat.

5
Nepal’s Parliament fails to elect a Prime Minister for the sixth time when both candidates - Maoist chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ and Nepali Congress leader Ram Chandra Poudel - are unable to obtain a simple majority in the house of 601.

· Basque separatist group ETA declares a ceasefire in its bloody 42-year campaign for a homeland independent of Spain, vowing to give up guns and bombs for a democratic solution.

· Major-General Yoav Galant, a former Special Forces commander and one-time lumberjack linked to allegations of war crimes, is named as Israel’s next military chief, succeeding Lieutenant-General Gabi Ashkenazi.

· Jefferson Thomas, a key figure in the anti-segregation civil rights movements in the U.S., dies in Columbus, Ohio.

6
Eleven policemen and four school children are among the 19 people killed in suicide bomb attack on a police station in Lakki Marwat, a district of Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa bordering Punjab in Pakistan.

· German Chancellor Angelo Merkel decides to take on anti-nuclear protesters and the country’s opposition parties when she and her Cabinet decides to press ahead with plans to extend the life of Germany’s nuclear power plants.

· U.S. President Barack Obama unveils plans to spend at least $50 billion to expand and renew U.S. roads, railways and airports, in a fresh bid to fire up sluggish economic growth.

· Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame hits back at his international critics, using his inauguration for a second term in Kigali to insist that Africa needs no lessons from the wider world.

7
Officials hoist a 70-foot (21 meter) piece of World Trade Centre Steel at ground zero in New York and vow to open the September 11 memorial by 2011.

· General Electric Company (India) and PepsiCo (India) are among twelve finalists selected for the United States Secretary of State’s prestigious 2010 Award for Corporate Excellence (ACE).

· Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard wins a 17-day political marathon to lead a minority government in a hung parliament.

8
The Sri Lankan Parliament approves the controversial amendments to the 1978 Constitution proposed by the Mahinda Rajapaksa government, including lifting the two-term limit on the post of President, with more than the required two-thirds majority.

· Pakistan bans five militant outfits operating in the restive Balochistan province and freezes their assets as part of the federal government’s decision to go after Baloch separatists, fighting against the State as well as amongst one another.

· CNN announces Piers Morgan of “America’s Got Talent” to replace Larry King on the network’s primetime line-up in January 2011.

9
At least 16 people die and over a hundred are wounded in a car bomb attack in Russia’s violence-torn Vladikavkaz, the capital of North Ossetia province, in the North Caucasus region.

· Asad Qureshi, the British journalist of Pakistani origin, kidnapped in March 2010 along with two other while on their way to North Waziristan, is released.

· The European Parliament (EP) in a strongly worded resolution calls on France to immediately suspend the expulsion of remembers of the Roma community to Romania and Bulgaria.

· The U.S.-India Business Council (USIBC) launches a Home land Security Executive Mission at INDESEC Expo 2010, a major defence industry exhibition in New Delhi.

10
A Belgian Catholic Church-backed commission publishes a report revealing hundreds of cases of alleged sexual abuse of minors by clergy and church workers in Brussels, and 13 suicides by abuse victims.

· Terry Jones, the pastor of a 30-member church in Gainesville, Florida, calls off his controversial plans to desecrate a symbol of the Islamic religion on the ninth anniversary of the 9/11 terror attacks.

· Australian scientists claim to have genetically modified rice to improve its tolerance to salt, leading to an increase in its production in areas affected by salinity.

11
Sofia Coppola’s Somewhere, the tale of an actor who sees the emptiness of his existence through the eyes of his child, walk away with the top Golden Lion prize at the Venice film festival.

· U.S. President Barack Obama tells a deeply polarised America that Islam is not the enemy as sombre ceremonies mark an unusually tense ninth anniversary of the September 11 attacks.

12
The former Australian Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, gets the Foreign Affairs portfolio in Julia Gillard’s new minority government.

· French filmmaker Claude Chabrol, who helped start the New Wave movement in the 1950s and created some of the darkest portrayals on the silver screen, dies in Paris.

13
Turkish voters back a package to reform the Constitution, which so far has favoured the military, the self-proclaimed guardian of Turkish secularism. Fifty eight percent of voters approve the reform package mooted by Justice and Development Party (AKP), led by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

· The Nepal government and the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) arrive at a four-point agreement including on the future of the United Nations Mission in Nepal (UNMIN).

14
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Mohmoud Abbas hold an extra unscheduled session with the United States Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in Sharm-EI-Sheikh, Egypt but the talks end without visible progress on the divisive issue of Jewish settlements.

· Naota Kan is reconfirmed as Japan’s Prime Minister in a straight contest in the ruling Democratic Party of Japan at its extraordinary convention in Tokyo. He defeats Ichiro Ozawa.

· According to the United Nations food agency Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), about 925 million people are undernourished in 2010, down from a record 1.02 billion in 2009. UN has set a target to halve the proportion of undernourished people in developing countries from 20% in 1990-92 to 10% in 2015.

· The French Parliament passes a law prohibiting wearing a full-face veil in public. The bill will now be reviewed by the Constitutional Council.

· United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon announced the appointment of former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet to head a new UN Body, UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women that will seek to improve the lives of women and girls.

15
Foreign Minister of Russia and Norway sign the Treaty on Maritime Delimitation and Cooperation in the Barents Sea and Arctic Ocean in Murmansk in Russia in the presence of Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and Norwegian Prime Minister Jeans Stoltenberg.

· The Egyptian Minister of Culture Farouk Hosni announces the discovery of a 2,800-year old burial chamber which belongs to the priest Karakhamun from 25th dynasty (755BC).

16
Four high-ranking leaders of Cambodia’s disgraced Khmer Rouge government of the 1970s are indicted for “crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide”.

17
Polish police arrests Chechen independence leader Akhmed Zakayev, wanted by Russia on terror charges, paving the way for a legal and diplomatic battle over his possible extradition.

· The United States Census Bureau (USCB) reveals the poverty in the country jumped significantly in 2009, reflecting the debilitating effects of the recession on those at the bottom of the economic ladder.

· India-born actor Shelley Malil, who appeared in the film The 40-year Old Virgin, is convicted of the attempted murder of his former girlfriend by stabbing her at least 20 times in 2008.

· A court martial in Sri Lanka holds the former Army Chief, Sarath Fonseka, guilty on all four counts in a case related to procurement of arms in violation of the tender procedures.

18 
The White House announces a string of appointments to the President’s Advisory Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and they include three Indian-Americans: Farooq Kathwari, Amardeep Singh and Sunil Puri.

· Philippe Croizon, a Frenchman whose arms and legs were amputated, swims across the English Channel near the French town of Wissant, using leg prostheses that have flippers attached.

· UN-Habitat and Google.org launch the h2.0 initiative at the World Water Week in Stockholm for providing a common, real time, online platform for data collected by groups around the world.

19
China suspends senior bilateral contact with Japan over the detention of a Chinese captain accused of ramming his boat against Japanese patrol vessels in disputed waters.

· A major row breaks out between Russia and Israel over Russian plans to sell supersonic anti-ship missiles to Syria.

20
The Vatican’s Apostolic Library reopens to scholars following a three years renovation period for the improvement of its cataloguing and security measures.

· U. N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon opens a summit in New York with a plea to the Assembled Presidents, Prime Ministers and Kings to use their power to meet U.N. goals to help the world’s poorest by 2015.

· The U.S. National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) declares that the American economy exited recession in June 2009, making it official that the downturn was the longest in more than half a century.

· Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt pleads for calm after being re-elected at the head of a minority government led by the four-party centre-right coalition.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh welcomes the establishment of the Blavatnik School of Government, funded with a £75 million donation from Russian-American industrialist and philanthropist Leonard Blavatnik.

21
European leaders offer $1.3 billion at the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) summit in New York.

· Twitter comes under attack as hackers exploit a security flaw to wreak havoc on the microblogging service.

· Sir Mota Singh, the United Kingdom’s first Sikh and Asian Judge knighted by Queen Elizabeth II earlier in 2010 receives the ‘Pride of India Award’ 2009, instituted by the India International Foundation (IIF) in London.

22
The 12th convention of the Nepali Congress (NC) elects veteran leader Sushil Koirala, a member of the influential Koirala family, as its new president in Kathmandu.

· Russian President Dmitry Medvedev bans all sales of S-300 anti-aircraft missile systems to Iran.

· Switzerland’s Parliament gives women a majority of Cabinet posts for the first time in the history of one of Europe’s most conservative countries in a vote hailed as a triumph for women.

· Pirates board an oil industry supply vessel off Nigeria and seize three French seamen, in the second hostage drama for French energy workers in West Africa.

23
A United Nations panel of human rights experts appointed by the U.N.’s Human Rights Council (UNHRC) condemns Israel’s for the wilful killing, unnecessary brutality and torture in its “clearly unlawful” assault on MV Mavi Marmara, a Turkish vessel.

· The Council of Indian Muslims (U.K) protests British government’s decision to allow Hindutva activist Sadhvi Rithambara to visit Britain, arguing that her presence would affect community relations because of her role in the demolition of Babri Masjid.

24
Japan announce to free Zhan Qixiong, the detained captain of a Chinese fishing vessel, accused of ramming his fishing trawler against two Japanese patrol vessels near disputed territory between the neighbours in the East China Sea, known as the Diaoyu Islands in China or the Senkaku islands in Japan.

· The British government is embroiled in a legal wrangle over its controversial immigration policy after its decision to impose a cap on migrants from non-European Union countries is challenged in court.

· Pakistan protests over a U.S. court’s decision to sentence Pakistani neuro scientist Aafia Siddiqui to 86 years in prison for shooting at American soldiers in Afghanistan.

· Teresa Lewis a U.S. woman, is put to death by lethal injection in Jarrat in Virginia, the first woman executed in the state for nearly a century, convicted of masterminding the murders of her husband and step son.

25
The former Foreign Secretary, David Miliband, suffers an upset defeat when his younger brother Ed Miliband is elected leader of the Labour Party in a closely contested election in London. 

· A Russian Soyuz space capsule with a crew of three lands safely after an undocking glitch delayed their return to earth by 24 hours.

· Japan describes as “unacceptable” the reported “request” by China for an apology and compensation for the detention of a fishing boat captain and 14 fishermen.

26
Chocolate maker Georges Larnicol sails his 3.5-metre-long boat made of chocolate in Concarneau port, western France. 

· Raja Mohammad Ali, a childhood friend of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh passes away in Chakwal district in central Pakistan. 

27
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev signs a series of political and commercial deals on his second state visit to China, sign closer strategic ties between the two world powers.

· The visiting Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs, Vayalar Ravi welcomes Kuwait’s decision to scrap the sponsorship system for the recruitment of foreign labour, which is heavily loaded in favour of employers.

· Balaji Sadasivan, Singapore’s Senior Minister of State for Foreign Affairs passes away in Singapore.

· Pakistan is elected Chairman of the Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for the third time.

28
North Korea’s Kim Jong II makes Kim Jong Un, his youngest son a four star General in a major promotion as confirmation that he is slated to become the next leader.

· Beijing, for the first time since the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949, joins other cities in marking the philosopher’s 2,561st birthday at the once-abandoned Temple of Confucius in Qufu, in Shandong Province.

· Russian President Dmitry Medvedev fires Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkow in a decisive push to oust the remaining regional powerbrokers of the Boris Yeltsin era.

· About 1,000 people are feared dead after a hillside collapses in southern Mexico, burying up to 300 homes.

· Two amendments of the Creating American Jobs and Editing Offshoring Act, moved by Senator Chuck Grassley fail to pass the Senate Floor as they are blocked by the Democratic Party.

29
To promote a “culture of cyber wellness”, the Singapore government announces to direct Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to offer “opt-in Internet filters”, to complement the existing “100-website ban”.

· As Spanish workers demonstrate in the country’s first national strike in eight years, protest against European government austerity plans are staged in Brussels and other EU capitals. 

· Silvio Berlusconi survives a confidence vote in Parliament after rebel MPs loyal to his former lieutenant Gianfranco Fini grudgingly opts to keep alive Italy’s Right wing government.

· The Obama administration places eight Iranian officials on a U.S. financial blacklist for their roles in human rights violations after Iran’s disputed June 2009 presidentical election.

30
Pakistan blocks a supply line for the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation-led International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan in retaliation to continued bombings on its soil by manned aircraft.

· Myanmar announces to release Democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi just days after Myanmar’s first election in two decades.

· Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa approves a 30 month rigorous jail term given to the former Army chief, Sarath Fonseka, by a military court on charges of corruption in defence deals.

· A team led by the University of California announces to have spotted the planet, Gliese 581g, which appears to have an atmosphere, a gravity like Earth and could well be capable of life - and may contain water as well.

