October, 2010

1
The former Pakistani President Parvez Musharraf launches a new political party - All Pakistan Muslim League (APML) in London.

· China’s lunar probe Change-2 is successfully launched from the control centre at the Xichang satellite launch site in southwest China’s Sichuan Province.

2
The United States apologies to Guatemala for a series of experiments U.S. researchers conducted on Guatemalan prison inmates and mental hospital patients between 1946 and 1948.

· Ukraine’s apex court voids changes to the Constitution adopted during the pro-Western “orange revolution” in 2004 that deprived the President of the right to appoint the Prime Minister and the Cabinet and passed this authority to Parliament.

· A train from the capital, Jakarta, crashes into the rear of a train parked at a station in Petarukan, a coastal city in Central Java province, in Indonesia, killing at least 36 people and injuring dozens.

· The International Labour Organisation (ILO) warns of growing social unrest because it fears global employment will not now recover until 2015. 

3
Germany’s President pays tribute to the courage of those who fought for freedom, as the country celebrates 20 years since reunification after decades of Cold War division.

· The eighth Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) summit to provide the developed and developing worlds with an opportunity to coordinate their positions given that its main theme is the international economic and financial crisis, commences in Brussels.

4
Iran announces that industrial computers infected by Stuxnet in Iran have been cleaned and returned to their units, following reports that the malware was mutating and wreaking havoc with equipment.

· Robert Edwards, the British scientist whose pioneering research with his late colleague Patrick Steptoc led to the birth of the worlds first “test tube baby” in 1978, win the 2010 Nobel Prize for medicine.

5
Faisal Shahzad, the Pakistan born United States citizen charged with the Times Square bomb plot, is sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole by U. S. District Judge Miriam Goldman Cedarbaum.

· Detained opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi files a lawsuit against Myanmar’s Junta at the Supreme Court for dissolving her party ahead of widely criticised elections.

· The Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) summit in Brussels weighs in for reforming the international financial institutions (IFIs) especially the quoto regime of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), by suggesting a deadline for the process.

· Russian born Andre Geim and Konstantin Novoselov of Manchester University are named joint winners of the 2010 Nobel Prize for their “groundbreaking” work on experiments with grapheme, a new form of carbon with immense possibilities.

6
Financial assistance from developed countries for projects to combat climate change in the developing world emerges as a key sticking point at the climate meet in Tianjin—the last round of negotiations before the year end Cancun conference.

· A collection of 24 paintings depicting the famous Battle of Pollilur, in which the British Army surrendered to Mysore warrior Tipu Sultan and his father Haider Ali, is sold for a whopping $1,224,184 at Sotheby’s in London.

· American Richard Heck and Japanese researchers Ei-ichi Negishi and Akira Suzuki win the 2010 Nobel Prize in chemistry for developing a chemical method that has allowed scientists to test cancer drugs and make thinner computer screens.

· IMF releases two key documents on the state of the global economy - the October 2010 World Economic Outlook (WEO) and the Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) in Washington providing a cautious outlook.

7
The Russian Navy announces plans to return to the Cam Ranh Bay Naval base in Vietnam eight years after it pulled out from the strategic foothold in South East Asia.

· Interpol issues red corner notices against five Pakistani nationals, including two serving Army officers for their alleged role in plotting terror attacks in India including the 26/11 Mumbai strike.

· Mario Vargas Llosa, celebrated Peruvian-Spanish author and one of the most renowned novelists of his generation, wins the Nobel Prize for Literature “for his cartography of structures of power and his trenchant images of the individual’s resistance, revolt, and defeat”.

· The euro rallies to above $1.40 for the first time since February on persistent concerns over the U.S. economy’s outlook which may lead to fresh stimulus measures from the Federal Reserve.

8
The United States President Barack Obama announces that General James Jones will be stepping down from his role as the National Security Advisor of the United States and will be replaced by his deputy, Thomas Donilon.

· Stauss Kahn, the head of the International Monetary Fund warns global finance ministers that they should not use the value of their currencies as an economic weapon.

· Jailed Chinese political activist Liu Xiaobo, is awarded the Nobel Prize, a decision the Chinese government criticises as “a blasphemy”.

9
Ali Akbar Salehi, head of Iran’s Atomic energy agency confesses that the West had managed to infiltrate its nuclear facilities but Tehran had emerged successful in combating espionage.

10
Kyrgyzstan votes in a landmark parliamentary election that marks the transformation of Kyrgyzstan from a presidential to a parliamentary republic.

· Malaysia’s Health Minister announces that the country would carry out a landmark field trial by releasing genetically modified mosquitoes designed to combat dengue fever by the end of 2010.

· Some 7,200 South Korean and foreign couples exchange or reaffirmed marriage vows in the Unification Church’s second mass wedding in Asan in South Korea.

· Hanoi, the capital city of Vietnam celebrates its 1000 years of the establishment.

11
The landmark parliamentary election in Kyrgyzstan produces no clear winner, setting the stage for a fractured legislature.

· Peter Diamond and Dale Mortensen of the United States and British-Cypriot Christopher Pissarides win the 2010 Nobel Economics Prize for work on why supply and demand does not always meet in the labour market and elsewhere.

· The sixth meeting of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee (POPRC) of the Stockholm Convention begins in Geneva, Switzerland.

· Maurice Allais, the only Frenchman to win the Nobel Prize for Economics and an early critic of shortcomings in the global financial system, passes away in Paris.

12
‘Conversations with Myself’, a new collection of Nelson Mandela’s private papers, revealing his years of heartache at missing his family while in prison and his wariness at becoming idolised, goes on sale.

· For the fourth time in a month, angry French workers, locking horns with President Sarkozy and his pension reforms, bring life to a standstill across France.

· Defence Ministers from India and several Asia-Pacific countries, including China and the United States, affirm their collective “commitment to enhance peace, security, and prosperity in the region” in Hanoi.

· Australian opera legend Dame Joan Sutherland hailed as “La Stupenda” and “voice of the century”, dies following an illness in Sydney.

· British writer and journalist Howard Jacobson’s novel The Finkler Question, a semi-autobiographical comic take on Jewish identity, wins the 2010 Man Booker Prize in London.

13
Chilean miners, trapped beneath the ground for more than two months, are rescued and brought to the surface from the gold and copper mine in Chile’s northern Atacama Desert, SAN JOSE MINE.

· Amid a political deadlock in Nepal, Maoist chief Prachnda is appointed as the coordinator of a panel entrusted with the task of sorting out contentious issues hindering the drafting of the new Constitution.

14
Sri Lankan President Mahindra Rajapaksa is announced to begin his second innings in office in the third week of November.

· Somalia’s President appoints a Somali-American diplomat Mohamad Abdullahi Mohamad as his Prime Minister, filling a post vacant for almost two months.

15
Israel’s government ends an unofficial freeze on new building in east Jerusalem, approving the construction of 238 homes in Jewish neighbourhoods.

· The Obama administration announces its plants to appeal a decision by federal judge in California that struck down the infamous “don’t ask, don’t tell law,” banning gays from serving in the military if they revealed their sexual orientation.

· Italian prosecutors launch an investigation against Prime Minister Silvo Berlusconi for tax evasion linked to his Mediaset media empire.

· The more than 300 members of the Communist Party of China’s (CPC) Central Committee begin a four-day session in Beijing to discuss the twelfth five-year plan.

16
Benoit Mandelbrot, a French-American mathematician who explored a new class of mathematical shapes known as “fractals”, dies in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

· More than one lakh people are evacuated as a new round of torrential rains batter China’s southernmost island of Hainan.

17
Pope Benedict XVI recognises Australia’s first saint Mary MacKillop at a mass in Saint Peter’s Square in front of some 50,000 cheering pilgrims.

18
The United Nations warns that world must act immediately to stop the rapid loss of animal and plant species and the habitats they live in at the start of U.N.’s Convention on Biological Diversity Summit in Nagoya in Japan. 

· Chinese Vice-President Xi Jinping is appointed as a vice-chairman of the country’s Central Military Commission by the Communist Party of China’s (CPC) Central Committee.

· Super Typhoon Megi smashes into the northern Philippines, causing landslides in mountainous areas, with gusts of up to 260 km an hour whipping up huge waves along the cost and killing at least one person.

· Germany and India decide to work closely in the United Nations Security Council to push for reform in the architecture of the world body.

19
Farooq Ahmed Khan Leghari, Pakistan’s eighth President, dies in a Rawalpindi hospital.

· Subra Suresh School of Dean of Engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and an alumnus of the IIT Madras, is confirmed as the Director of the high-level National Science Foundation in the Barrack Obama administration.

20
The U.K. announces the biggest post-War spending cuts that would see nearly half-a-million jobs disappear and take away welfare benefits worth £7 billion over the next four years.

· Turkey’s governing party fails to win key opposition support for plans to lift a ban on the wearing of Islamic head scarves at universities, a deeply divisive issue in a country with secular laws and a Muslim population.

· Saud Bin Abdulaziz Bin Nasir al-Saud a Saudi Prince, grandson of King Abdullah is jailed for life by a British court in London for murdering his male servant in a brutal attack at a London hotel after a long campaign of sexual abuse.

· The Oxford University announces to launch a new centre to study the archaeological and cultural heritage of Asia, claimed to be the only centre of its kind Europe.

21
Three senior peers - Labour’s Lord Swraj Paul and Baroness Manzila Pola Uddin and independent Lord Amir Bhatta - are formally suspended from the House of Lords for varying periods over their expenses claims.

· The United States announces one of the largest weapons sales in its history worth nearly $60 billion to Saudi Arabia.

· Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin’s right-hand man Sergei Sobyanin is elected Mayor of Moscow, the third most important job in Russia.

· As per the latest data, China’s economic growth slowed to 9.6 per cent in the third quarter of the year, reflecting a phasing out of the government’s $586 billion stimulus plan and a return to normal growth.

22
The United States announces that it would provide a whopping $2.29 billion as military aid to Pakistan to bolster its army’s anti-terror capabilities.

· The world’s first commercial passenger spaceship moves a step closer to deployment as tycoon Richard Branson unveils a runway at a remote New Mexico spaceport of Upham.

· The U. S. government announces plans to cut military aid to several Pakistani military units as punishments for human rights abuses, including torture and extrajudicial executions.

· The San Francisco-based Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), a leading civil liberties group, announces to confer the 2010 Pioneer Award on researcher Hari Prasad.

23
In the “largest classified military leak” in United States history, whistle-blowing website WikiLeaks releases nearly 400,000 secret American documents on the Iraq war detailing graphic accounts of torture, killing of over 66,000 civilians and Iran’s role in the conflict.

· The Chinese government announces to reconsider its plan to promote the use of Mandarin, the language spoken by the majority Han Chinese ethnic group, as the sole language of instruction in universities.

· Russia offers to join the ambitious Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline, even as it opts out of a project to build a gas pipeline from Iran to Pakistan and India.

· The ruling National Democratic Party of Egypt declares President Hosni Mubarak as its candidate for the 2011 presidential election.

24
The United Nations confirms five cases of cholera in Haiti’s capital, Port –au-Prince, after a sudden epidemic of cholera in northern and central Haiti killed 220 people.

· In what could be called a major security breach, Internet search engine ‘Google’ admits to spying on computer passwords and entire emails from households across Britain.

· Tata Group Chairman Ratan Tata is among the eight world business leaders short-listed by Fortune Magazine for its ‘Business Person of the Year’ award.

25
Chhewang Nima Sherpa, a Nepalese mountaineer who has climbed Mount Everest 19 times, is missing and feared dead in the Himalayas.

· Indonesia orders thousands of people to evacuate from around Mount Merapi as it raises the alert for its most active volcano to red, warning of a possible imminent eruption.

· A strong earthquake of 7.5-magnitude hits off the western coast of Indonesia’s Sumatra Island.

· Air Arabia, one of the largest low-cost carriers in the Middle East and North Africa, announces to have took delivery of the first of 44 A320 aircraft it had ordered from the Airbus facility in Hamburg.

26
A powerful earthquake triggers a three-metre tsunami that pounds remote island villages in western Indonasia, killing at least 113 people and leaving scores more missing.

· China unveils the world’s fastest bullet train, CRH380 which will connect two of the country’s industrial hubs of Shanghai and Hangzhou, travelling at an average speed of 350 km per hour.

· The Iraqi High Tribunal sentences to death Tariq Aziz, a former Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister who was part of the inner circle of the former President, Saddam Hussein.

27
K. Shanmugam, an ethnic Indian in Singapore, is appointed Singapore’s Home Affairs Minister.

· France’s Parliament grants final approval to the bill raising the retirement age from 60 to 62.

· The former Argentine President, Nestor Kirchner — the country’s most powerful politician along with his wife, current President Cristina Fernandez — dies suddenly in Buenos Aires.

28
The United States and Russia are, announced by the leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at annual summit in Hanoi, as the new members of the East Asia Summit (EAS).

· Veteran human rights activist Asma Jehangir wins a keenly-contested election for president of the Supreme Court Bar Association, becoming the first woman to hold this office.

29
Russian and U.S. special forces carry out their first joint anti-narcotics operation in Afghanistan that marks the first time Russian security personnel set foot in that country in more than 20 years.

· China overtakes the U.S. as home of the world’s fastest supercomputer, Tianhe-1A, named in honour of the Milky way, capable of sustained computing of 2.507 peta-flops — equipment to 2.507 trillion calculations each second.  

30
Dubai police confirms that one of the parcels in its possession — sent from Yemen on board a cargo flight and destined for a Chicago-based religious centre — contained PETN, a highly destructive explosive.

31
The Shanghai Expo, the biggest world’s fair in history concludes after breaking a number of records during the span of six months.

· Iraqi forces storm Our Lady Salvation Catholic Cathedral after an alleged Al-Qaeda group takes over the Church. At least 52 people are killed in botched rescue.

