December, 2010

1
The global police agency Interpol says it has issued a global wanted notice for Wikileaks founder Julian Assange on suspicion of rape, on the basis of a Swedish arrest warrant.

3
In a worst-ever forest fire in Israel at least 41 people are killed.

· A Chinese passenger train (TGV Train) hits a record speed of 486 km per hour during a test run of a yet-to-be opened link between Beijing and Shanghai.

4
Pantaloons Femina Miss India Earth 2010 Nicole Faria is crowned Miss Earth 2010 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam beating 17 other contestants.

5
Three Russian navigation satellites crash into the Pacific Ocean, 1500 km off the United States’ Hawaii state after the rocket carrying them fails to reach the orbit.

6
A Singapore consortium led by the Institute of Materials Research and Engineering (IMRE) is mimicking nature to produce a new chemical free, anti-bacteria plastic skins using nanoimprint technology.

· Two suicide bombers badly damage an administration compound in Ghalanai in Pakistan killing at least 40 people.

· Delegates from the European Union, the United States, Russia, Britain, France and Germany begin talk with Saeed Jalili, Iran’s chief negotiator in Geneva to convince Iran for stopping uranium enrichment.

7
Wikileaks founder Julian Assange is arrested by British police and sent to judicial custody following a European arrest warrant issued by Swedish authorities over allegations of a range of sexual offences.

· At the end of the two-day meeting of the Gulf Cooperation Council in Abu Dhabi, the council asks Iran to fulfil international requirements in making the region and Gulf area, free of weapons of mass destruction and nuclear weapons.

· Iran, at the end of the Geneva talks, expresses optimism that global powers may no longer impose pressure on Tehran and the next round of nuclear talks, scheduled in January 2011 in Istanbul, are likely to focus on cooperation.

· A Japanese probe called ‘Akatsuki’ reaches the Venus to study climate on the planet.

8
At least 83 inmates die when fire sweeps through the San Miguel prison in the Chilean capital Santiago.

· The Chinese scientific research ship Dayang Yihao, or “Ocean One”, sets sail from Guanagzhou starting a 376-day global trip that will take it across the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans. It is to conduct research on hot liquid sulfides and deep-sea biological diversity.

· Rubenius, an alternate energy company based in the United Arab Emirates, will build a $4 billion storage facility for electricity in northern Mexico-Mexicali.

· The first private spaceship dragon blasts off from Cape Canaveral, Florida atop the massive Falcon 9 rocket.

9
A former vice-president of Taiwan Lien Chan is awarded the Confucius Peace Prize by China in Beijing.

· Union Minister of State for Environment and Forests of India Jairam Ramesh says at United Nations Climate Change Conference in Cancun, Mexico that India is not ready to show flexibility at this stage on the issue of binding emission cuts and will resist on a second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol, set to expire in 2010.

· The World Bank approves a loan of $ 100 million to preserve cultural heritage sites in four Russian north-western regions dubbed the “Silver Ring”.

· The Asian Television award for the Best Current Affairs Presenter is given to Karan Thapar of the CNN-IBN in Singapore.

10
Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo is awarded the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize in absentia at an Oslo ceremony derided by China as a political farce.

11
The foundation is laid for the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-Indian (TAPI) project at a meeting of the Petroleum Minister Murali Deora, Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari, Turkmenistan’s leader Gurbanguly Berdimukhamedov and Afghanistan’s President Hamid Karzai in Ashgabat in Turkmenistan. Mr. Deora terms the TAPI pipeline the new ‘Silk Route’ between Central Asia and South Asia.

· The Cancun Agreements are adopted at the 16th Conference of Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Bolivia raises strong objections, refusing to endorse any document without binding emission cuts.

12
Kosovo votes in its first elections since declaring independence in 2008.

13
The Asian Development Bank approves to provide $ 19 million to Cambodia for conserving threatened forests in the Cardamom Mountains and north-eastern provinces.

· Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad dismisses his longstanding Foreign Minister Manoucher Mottaki. Atomic Energy chief Ali Akbar Salehi is appointed as the acting Foreign Minister.

· Samy Vellu, president of the Malayalam Indian Congress (MIC), is to be Malaysia’s Special Envoy to India and South Asia for Infrastructure with effect from January 1, 2011.

· Richard Holbrooke, the United States President Barack Obama’s Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, passes away at the age of 69.

14
At least 27 refugees are killed after their wooden boat shatters in violent seas off Australia.

15
A suicide bomber kills at least 39 pilgrims participating in a mourning ceremony at the Imam Hussein mosque in the south-eastern Iranian city of Chabahar.

Mark Zuckerberg, founder and chief executive officer of The Facebook social networking site is named Time magazine’s 2010 Person of the year.

16
Malaysia’s opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim is suspended from the House of Representatives for six months. 

· Veteran CNN talk show host Larry King bows out after a quarter of a century of interviewing the powerful and famous personalities across the globe.

17
An India-born actor Shelley Malil is convicted of stabbing his ex-girlfriend Kendra Beebe more than 20 times in a murder attempt in 2008 and is sentenced to life in prison in the United States.

· Japan expresses new concern over the military modernisation by China and unveils plans to build a dynamic defence force to face this security environment.

18
Pakistan and China sign a slew of agreements/memoranda of understanding worth $15 billion in Islamabad on the arrival of Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. Mr. Wen also announces a $ 410 million package for flood relief.

· Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan fails to win popular support for the planned relocation of a key United States military base within the Okinawa prefecture.

19
In a joint statement issued at the end of Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao’s three-day visit to Pakistan, the two countries reiterate their resolve to work in tandem on major international issues including United Nations reform, Climate change and food and energy security.

· A boat packed with 80 passengers collides with a cargo vessel on the river Surma and capsizes in which 35 people are killed.

· The United States Senate blocks a White House-backed bill - Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act - to offer a path to citizenship to young undocumented immigrants who attend college or enrol in the military.

20
South Korea’s military stages live-fire drills from an island just kilometres from rival North Korea’s shores, despite Pyongyang’s threats of catastrophic retaliation for the manoeuvres.

· Belarus’s President Alexander Lukashenka is declared the overwhelming winner of the country’s presidential election, securing a fourth term in office.

21
Iraq’s Parliament, after a delay of nine months, confirms Nouri al-Maliki as Prime Minister for a second term.

· Fresh snowfall adds to the misery of thousands of Christmas travellers across Europe, paralyzing flights and trains as the EU lashes out at airports for “Unacceptable” distribution.

· Pakistan successfully tests fires Hatf V (Ghauri) - a Medium Range Ballistic Missile - capable of carrying both conventional and nuclear warheads over 1,300 km.

22
Britain and Russia are embroiled in a diplomatic row after the British government expels a Russian diplomat accusing him of spying.

· Former spy Anna Chapman publicly reaffirms her allegiance to Russia and Prime Minister Vladimir Putin by joining the youth wing of his United Russia party.

· The United States Senate hands President Barack Obama his second major bipartisan victory during its ongoing lame-duck session when it passes the New START treaty, an arms reduction agreement with Russia.

23
Package bombs explode at the Swiss and Chilean embassies in Rome.

The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance enters into force, marking the end of a long struggle to get enough number of countries to ratify the convention to make it a legal instrument.

· The British government reinstates the interim cap on non-European Union immigration.

· Sound of Music star Julie Andrews, country singer Dolly Parton and Jazz drummer Roy Haynes are announced to be honoured with lifetime achievement Grammy awards in 2011 for their artistic contribution to the recording medium.

24
The Russian-American New START treaty wins preliminary approval of the Russian Parliament, even as Moscow rejects as “unacceptable” the U.S. Senate ratification resolution.

· Just two months after Britain’s Prince William and Kate Middleton got engaged, an official coin marking the occasion is unveiled in London.

25
Unprecedented Christmas Eve bomb blasts and attacks on churches leave at least 38 people dead in Nigeria as authorities work to keep the violence from spreading.

26
Struggling to pay his mounting legal bills and keep WikiLeaks afloat, Julian Assange signs a book deal with Canongate in Britain and Alfred A. Knopf in America.

· Masonry and glass rains down near post-Christmas shoppers as a magnitude 4.9 earthquake rocks Christchurch on New Zealand’s South Island.

· Iran steps up pressure on Pakistan to crack down on terrorists, days after Islamabad announces the arrest of the chief of Jundallah, a sectarian Muslim group which carries out cross-border attacks inside Iranian territory.

27
The former oil tycoon, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, serving an eight-year prison term, is found guilty in his second trial in Moscow, which would keep him behind bars for several more years.

· A man of Indian origin, Gurukanth Desai from Cardiff, is among nine British Asians charged with terror-related offences including one of conspiracy to cause explosions “of a nature likely to endanger life or cause serious injury to property” between October 1 and November 20, 2010.

· The Otemon Gakuin University in Osaka prefecture apologises to the family of an Indian student who committed suicide in 2007, leaving behind a note saying he would kill himself due to bullying he suffered at school.

· Electronics major Sony Crop announces plans to invest 100 billion yen (about $1.2 billion) to increase the production of image sensors that are extensively used in digital cameras and smart-phones.

28
In a surprise move, a veteran Japanese leader Ichiro Ozawa declares his willingness “without hesitation,” to face a parliamentary panel on his alleged role in a fund scandal.

· British pop superstar Elton John and his partner David Furnish become the parents of a baby born to a surrogate mother in California.

· Israel rules out apologising to Turkey over the raid on a Gaza-bound aid ship that killed nine Turkish activists.

· Jayaben Desai, a pioneer of Asian women workers movement in Britain, dies in London.

29
Scandinavian intelligence chiefs foil a plot to massacre staff at Jyllands-Posten daily, a Danish newspaper, in Copenhagen which published caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed and had arrest five suspects.

· A unique Miss Elephant International pageant is held at Nepal’s exotic Chitwan National Park in Kathmandu.

30
Pakistan decides to “strongly contest’ the law suit filed in a United States court against the Director-General of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and his predecessor by the relatives of a Jewish rabbi and his wife who were killed in the 2008 Mumbai terror attack.

· Singer Bobby Farrell of the 1970s European chart-topping Boney M, is found dead in his hotel bed while on tour in Russia.

· The United States revokes the visa of the Venezuelan Ambassador to Washington, Bernardo Alvarez, in retaliation for Caracas’ refusal to accept the credentials of U.S diplomat Larry Palmer as Ambassador to the Latin American nation.

· The former Israeli President, Moshe Katsav, is convicted of two counts of rape in Tel Aviv, capping a four-year scandal that shocked the Jewish state and leaves him facing at least eight years in prison.

· Dr. Gifty Immanuel, a Tuticorin-based Indian physician, pursuing a master’s programme offered by the Woolf Institute in conjunction with the University of Cambridge, wins the 2010 Junior Chamber International (TOYP) Ten Outstanding Young Persons of the World Award for Medical Innovation.

