January, 2011

1
India, along with Germany, Portugal, South Africa and Columbia, join the United Nations Security Council as its non-permanent member for a two-year term.

· A suicide bomber blows himself up outside a Coptic church in the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria in Egypt, killing 21 people and wounding 79.

· One person is killed and at least a dozen hospitalised when an aircraft burst into flames before take-off on a runway, due to fly from the city of Surgut to Moscow.

· India and Pakistan exchange lists of their nuclear installations and facilities as per Article-II of the Agreement on Prohibition of Attacks against Nuclear Installations and Facilities between them

2
Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff begins her first full day in office in Brasilia after pledging to build on the policies of her hugely popular predecessor, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

· The divisions in the Church of England over plans to consecrate women bishops lead to a split after Anglican bishops, nuns and a host of worshippers from some 20 parishes defect to the Vatican under a scheme, the ‘ordinariate’.

3
More than 100 Asian activists calling for the lifting of the Gaza blockade and ferrying vital humanitarian aid enter the Palestinian coastal strip.

· Arnold Schwarzenegger terminates his stint of more than eight years as Governor of California, leaving the fiscally beleaguered State with a $28-billion budget shortfall after failing to deliver on his early promise to “blow up the boxes” of its government.

4
The Tehran government invites world powers and its allies in the Arab and developing world - but apparently not chief critic, the United States - to tour Iranian nuclear sites before a high-profile meeting on its disputed nuclear programme.

· Ivory Coast’s political rivals Laurent Gbagbo and Alassane Ouattara agree on a face-to-face meeting to try to resolve the country’s political crisis.

· India and Iran agree on a “formula” for making payments for oil through a Hamburg-based German bank, Europaisch-Iranische Handelsbank AG (EIH Bank).

5
Venezulean President Hugo Chavez proposes that the U.S. appoint either former President Bill Clinton, a Hollywood celebrity such as Sean Penn or Oliver Stone, or liberal intellectual Noam Chomsky as Venezulean Ambassador.

· China joins the world’s elite club of offshore oil producers after China National Offshore Oil Corp (CNOOC) announces that its oil and natural gas output surpassed 60 million metric tonnes in 2010.

· A 5.3-magnitude earthquake jolts southern Iran injuring 16 people and destroying as many as 10 villages.

· The United States’ 112th Congress convenes for the first time in Washington.

· The outspoken Governor of Pakistan’s Punjab province Salman Taseer, is gunned down, allegedly by one of his own security guards in Islamabad.

7
Air temperature of -61.2° Celsius is reported in Oimyakon in Russia’s republic of Yakutia, known as the cold pole.

· David Chaytor, a former Labour MP, becomes the first politician to be jailed over the 2009 expenses scandal after admitting to fraudulently claiming up to £20,000 in parliamentary expenses.

· Several airports and train stations, including those in London, are placed on high alert following “credible” reports of “intelligence chatter” suggesting Britain’s transport hubs could be targets of a terror attack.

· The U.S. Defence Department announces a massive financial restructuring, tightening its budget by $78 billion in the next five years and ordering substantial reduction in the size of its Army and Marine corps.

8
U.S. Democratic congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, a three-term lawmaker, is among 13 people wounded in the shooting at a public event in Tucson.

· A federal court in the United States issues a subpoena to micro-blogging website Twitter to obtain information on several individuals linked to WikiLeaks, the whistleblower website, including its founder Julian Assange.

· Inderjit Singh Reyat, the only man convicted in the 1985 Air India bombing that killed 329 people, is sentenced by British Columbia Superior Court judge Mark McEwan in Vancouver to nine Years in prison for perjury during the trial of two men acquitted in the attacks.

9
Clashes between renegade militiamen and south Sudanese troops disrupt voting in a landmark independence referendum in part of the key Unity oil state.

10
In a major development in India-Bangladesh relations, New Delhi and Dhaka agree to sign a 15-year interim accord on sharing the waters of common rivers Teesta and Feni.

· Armed Basque separatists ETA announce a permanent, verifiable ceasefire after more than 40 years of bloodshed but Spain’s government rejects it as insufficient.

· Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu defends the controversial demolition of an East Jerusalem hotel amid growing opposition in Europe and the United States to Israeli construction on land that it occupied during the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

11
Thomas Delay, former United States House Majority Leader known as “The Hammer,” is sentenced by a Texas judge to three years in prison on money laundering charges.

· Russia and the United States enact a historic nuclear cooperation pact that will enable the two countries to collaborate in atomic technologies for the first time in the history of their relations.

12
The daughter of Sikh Immigrants from Punjab, Indian-American Namrata “Nikki” Randhawa Haley, is sworn in as the first woman and non-white Governor of South Carolina.

· Emergency sirens blare across Brisbane, Australia’s third-largest city, as floodwaters swamp neighbourhoods in what could be the city’s most devastating floods in a century.

· The Majlisi Namoyandagon, Tajikistan’s lower chamber of Parliament, ratifies a protocol on demarcation of Tajikistan’s common border with China, ceding a 1,000 sq km territory to the neighbouring giant under a 130-year-old dispute.

13
Caving under sweeping protests against spiralling food prices, Tunisia’s government is dismissed and Parliament dissolved.

· Lebanon’s President Michel Suleiman asks the outgoing Cabinet to continue in office in a caretaker capacity after the government collapses a day earlier following the resignation of more than one-third of the Ministers.

· Russia welcomes Iran’s invitation to a select group of countries to visit its nuclear facilities even as China and the European Union turn down the offer.

· Devastating mud-slips and floods sweep away entire neighbourhoods in mountains near Rio de Janeiro, killing at least 335 people.

· Nepal sets up a panel to amend the rules for the election of a Prime Minister, following the withdrawal of Nepali Congress candidate R.C. Poudel from the deadlocked race.

14
Nepal government and the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) finally ink a deal on alternative mechanisms to take over the United Nations Mission in Nepal (UNMIN’s) responsibilities.

· The Russian Parliament moves closer to endorsing the New START nuclear arms treaty with the United States, voting in second reading a ratification Bill that counters the strings the U.S. Senate attached to its ratification of the landmark pact.

· The Pope signs off on the miracle needed for the beatification of Pope John Paul II, and sets May 1 as the date to honour one of the most beloved Popes of all times as a model of saintliness for the church.

16
The Chinese government announces a fresh effort to combat increasing corruption within the Communist Party, acknowledging that its fight against what has become a rising source of public anger remains “complicated and arduous”.

· Russia’s state-owned oil giant, Rosneft, forms a strategic alliance with the British Petroleum in London to develop Russia’s energy-rich continental shelf in the Arctic Sea.

· France’s far-right National Front names founder Jean-Marie Le Pen’s daughter Marine its new leader, looking to soften the anti-immigrant party’s image before the 2012 presidential polls.

· The Social Network, a film about Harvard-graduate Mark Zuckerberg’s ultra-popular Facebook website, sweeps up four awards at the 2011 Golden Globe Awards in, Washington.

17
Israel’s Defence Minister Ehud Barak quits as leader of the Labour party to form a breakaway faction after weeks of mounting pressure over his continued support of Binyamin Netanyahu’s rightwing coalition government.

· Hailing Asia as the future centre of growth of nuclear power, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Yukiya Amano says that out of the 61 nuclear reactors under construction in the world, 39 are in Asia.

18
China announces to provide 10 million RMB ($1.52 million) in emergency humanitarian relief to flood-hit SriLanka.

· Russian President Dmitry Medevdev reaffirms Moscow’s commitment to an independent Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its capital, on a visit to the West Bank.

· British peers pull out the first ever night-long session in the historic House of Westminster in London.

19
The Swiss government decides to freeze the accounts of ousted Tunisian President, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali amid calls that the former dictator now in exile in Saudi Arabia should be held accountable for his alleged crimes. 

· A massive earthquake of 7.3 magnitude shakes Balochistan and some parts of Sindh and Punjab in Pakistan.

· The governing Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) elects Nguyen Phu Trong as the new General Secretary in succession to Nong Duc Manh.

· A Swiss court in Zurich finds the former banker, Rudolf Elmer, who handed over secret data to the whistle-blowing website, WikiLeaks, guilty of breaching bank secrecy laws and hands down a suspended fine.

20
A pair of bombs blast through security checkpoints ringing the Iraqi holy city of Karbala, killing at least 50 people, mostly Shia pilgrims headed to observe yearly religious rituals.

· The World Meteorological Organisation finds the warmest year on record as a three-way tie-2010, 2005 and 1998.

· The Sea Life aquarium in Oberhausen unveils an outsized memorial to the World Cup’s most unlikely star - a two-metre-tall plastic replica of Paul, the celebrated octopus, clutching a ball in his eight arms.

21
Russia agrees to expand its military and economic assistance to Afghanistan in an effort to play a larger role in the region.

· Andy Coluson, the British Prime Minister’s communications chief, resigns following intense pressure over claims that he encouraged reports to illegally spy on politicians, celebrities and royalty while he was editor of a powerful tabloid newspaper.

· Boosted by strong fourth quarter growth, China’s economy expanded 10.3 per cent in 2010, achieving double-digit growth for the first time since the financial crisis, according to official data released in Beijing.

22
The two-day talks between Iran and the six global powers in Istanbul reach a dead-end with both sides failing to fix another date to continue their dialogue.

· The Maoist People’s Liberation Army (PLA) comes under the control of the statutory Special Committee for Supervision, Integration and Rehabilitation of former combatants in Nepal.

· Qari Hussian, leader of the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), is designated a terrorist by the United States State Department.

· Singapore’s historic Mahatma Gandhi Memorial, now housed in its restored building is declared open by the City-State’s President, S.R. Nathan.

23
Hundreds of rural Tunisians reinforce protests led by industrial workers and professionals in the capitals Tunis, adding more pressure on the remnants of the regime of ousted President Zine EI Abidine Ben Ali.

· With opium prices shooting up by 164 per cent in 2010 over the 2009 level owing to shortage, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) warned of more Afghans taking to opium cultivation this year; more so with the falling prices of other licit crops.

24
The “Palestine Papers”, obtained by AI Jazeera television and Guardian newspaper, shows that the Palestinian leadership was ready to give up most of East Jerusalem and substantially dilute the demand for the return of the war displaced Palestinian refugees to their homeland to strike a peace deal with Israel.

· At least 35 people are killed and about 60 injured in a suicide attack at Moscow’s largest, and Russia’s busiest, airport—the Domodedovo airport.

25
Thousands of anti-government protesters, some hurling rocks and climbing atop an armoured police truck, clash with riot police in the centre of Cairo in a Tunisia-inspired demonstration to demand the end of Hosni Mubarak’s nearly 30 years in power.

· President Dmiry Medvedev calls terrorism Russia’s top security threat.

· A top parliamentary panel in Nepal headed by Ek Raj Bhandari, approves key changes in the rules for electing a Prime Minister that would make it mandatory to vote for a leader in the House poll, amid a deadlock.

· British historical drama, The King’s Speech, garners 12 Oscar nominations, leading the competition for the film industry’s top honours.

26
The world’s largest collection of Holocaust documents go online. The first 1,30,000 photos hit the web today.

· Singapore appoints carrier diplomat Karen Tan, High Commissioner to India. She joined the Singapore Foreign Service in 1985. She was Ambassador to Laos from February 2004 to August 2007.

· Oscar winning music composer A R Rahman is honoured with the Crystal Award of the World Economic Forum (WEF) at the opening ceremony of its annual meet in Davos, Switzerland, inaugurated by Russian President Dmitry Medvedev.

· Afghanistan’s President Hamid Karzai inaugurates the country’s new Parliament, marking the end of a drawn-out battle over whether the lawmakers will be able to start work despite ongoing investigations into electoral fraud.

· Malaysia releases about 6,000 genetically modified mosquitoes into a forest in the first experiment of its kind in Asia aimed at curbing dengue fever.

· Daniel Bell, a leading sociologist who wrote ground breaking books about the demise of Marxism and the shift from a manufacturing economy to one based on technology passes away at the age 91.

27
A car bomb rips through a funeral tent in mainly Shia area of Baghdad, killing at least 40 people.

· Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard announces a one-off levy to fund, partially, the reconstruction of roads, bridges and ports which were heavily damaged in the recent floods across country.

· Yemen becomes the latest Arab State to plunge into political turmoil, joining Egypt and Tunisia, as thousands of Yemenis take to the streets in the capital and other regions to demand a change in the government.

28
A string of draconian measures enforced by authorities fuel the rising in Egypt, which begins to seriously question the future of the 30-year old dictatorship of President Hosni Mubarak.

· Russian President Dmitry Medvedev signs into law the ratification of a landmark nuclear arms cut pact with the United States.

· United States President Barack Obama names two Indian Americans-Vivek Murty and Islam Siddiqui – for key posts in his administration.

29
Trade ministers from key World Trade Organisation member countries, including India at the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, agree that efforts need to be stepped up to conclude a multilateral trade deal in 2011 under the Doha Round.

· The Deputy Governor of Afghanistan’s southern Kandahar province Abdul Latif Ashna is killed by a suicide bomber.

· Tom Hooper, the director of the film The King’s Speech wins the Directors Guild of America Award while the film is named the Best Picture by the Producers Guild of America.

30
Ten States of South Sudan overwhelmingly vote to split from the north in a referendum intended to end decades of civil war.

· British composer John Barry, best known for providing the soundtrack to the James Bond films and winner of five Academy Awards, passes away at the age of 77.

· The film The King’s Speech wins top prize at the Screen Actors Guild Awards.

31
A federal judge in Florida deals a severe blow to the Obama administration’s game-changing healthcare reform of 2010 when he rules that the section of the reform that makes it mandatory for individuals to obtain commercial insurance militated against the United States’ constitution.

· Eunice Sanborn, the world’s oldest woman passes away in Texas at the age of 115.

