February, 2011

1
Jordan’s King Abdullah II fires his government led by Samir Rifai, in the wake of street protests and asks Marouf al-Bakhit, an ex-Prime Minister, to form a new Cabinet, ordering him to launch immediate political reforms.

· The Lahore High Court bars the Pakistan government from releasing Raymond Davis, the U.S. embassy “functionary”, in police custody for gunning down two armed men “in self-defence”.

· People from all walks of life gather at the Tahrir Square in Cairo to stage the biggest demonstration of people’s power so far since the Egyptian uprising flared up to bring down the Hosni Mubarak regime.

· International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Dominique Strauss-Kahn welcomes the rise of “regional organisations” such as the Chiang Mai Initiative in East Asia.

2
Yemeni leader Ali Abdhullah Saleh, under opposition pressure to stand down, announces to freeze constitutional changes that would have enabled him to remain President for life.

· The International Monetary Fund (IMF) lends Sri Lanka about $216.6 million following the completion of a review of the country’s economy.

3
Chairman of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist), Jhalanath Khanal, secures the support of 368 Members of Parliament in the House of 601 to become the 34th Prime Minister.

· Australia’s biggest cyclone in a century, Yasi shatters entire towns pummelling the north-eastern coast and churning across the country.

· British Prime Minister David Cameron pledges to introduce tougher rules to ensure that immigrants especially from the Indian sub-continent have a “reasonable standard” of English.

4
TheirrSein, a military general-turned-civilian leader, is elected Myanmar’s first President under its 2008 Constitution.

5
The entire top leadership of Egypt’s ruling party resigns, marking yet another step forward for the pro-democracy movement, demanding an end to the 30-year-old regime of President Hosni Mubarak.

· According to the full-year 2010 demand statistics for international scheduled air traffic by the International Air Transport Association (IATA), air travel in 2010 registered an overall increase of 8.2 per cent in passenger business.

6
Nepal’s President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav administers the Oath of office and secrecy to newly-elected Prime Minister and chairman of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist) Jhalanath Khanal in Kathmandu.

· Work begins to restore priceless Egyptian antiquities, including statue of King Tutankhamun, damaged by looters amid anti-government protests broke into the world famous Egyptian Museum, on the edge of Tahrir Square in Cairo, focal point of an uprising against President Hosni Mubarak’s regime.

7
Final results from the January 2011 Southern Sudan independence referendum announced in Juba shows that 98.8 per cent of the ballots cast are for secession from Sudan’s north.

· Former President Pervez Musharraf is named as an accused in the assassination of Benazir Bhutto by the Federal Investigation Agency which lists him as an “absconding accused” in the chargesheet filed before an antiterrorism court in Rawalpindi.

8
Two Indian-Americans – Ganpat Mani and Vijay Sazawal – are appointed by United States Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke to serve on the Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Committee for two years.

9
Amid simmering tensions across the Thailand-Cambodia border, despite a lull in the artillery exchanges, both countries step up a war of words on the alleged militarization of the mediaeval Temple of Preah Vihear.

· Luke Harding, a British journalist, is expelled from Russia apparently for probing the personal wealth of Kremlin supreme Vladimir Putin.

11
Hosni Mubarak, President of Egypt for 30 years steps down with pro-democracy activists at the Tahrir Square in Cairo erupting in joy.

· China’s Communist Party expresses concern at the country’s neighbours, including India, being drawn into a United States-led “anti-China alliance”, suggesting a seven-step strategy, from using China’s economic clout better to building new alliances to counter American influence in the region.

13
Charting a road map for a political transition that was short on detail, Egypt’s new military rulers suspend the constitution, dissolve parliament and set a six-month timeline for holding fresh parliamentary and presidential election.

· Swiss voters come out strongly in favour of their right to bear arms, with a clear majority rejecting a plan by churches and women’s groups to tighten the Alpine nation’s liberal gun laws.

14
The King’s Speech wins the Best Film award at the British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) awards ceremony in London, as Colin Firth, who plays the film’s stammering monarch, picks up Best Actor.

· According to the data released in Tokyo, Japan relinquishes its position as the world’s second largest economy to China.

· Great Britain announces to allow Gay couples to “marry” and be given the right to hold traditional weddings under unprecedented reforms that would end the historic legal definition of marriage.

· Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is announced to stand trial on charges of abuse of power and paying underage prostitutes for sex - a crime in Italy despite the fact that prostitution is legal and the age of consent is 14.

15
China says a record drought across its major wheat-producing provinces would not impact global food prices, with the country expected to meet its demand from “abundant reserves”.

· The British government decides to continue the more-than £280-million development aid it gives to India annually.

· Thousands of protesters, demanding political reform, converge at the symbolic Pearl Roundabout, a famous monument representing the six Gulf countries; Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

· United States President Barack Obama proposes to Congress $3.1 billion in financial assistance to Pakistan for the year 2012, part of the administration’s continued funding for operations and assistance in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

· According to data released by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) of China in Beijing, consumer prices rose by 4.9 per cent in January 2011, 0.3 percentage point higher than in December 2010 but still lower than November’s 28-month-high of 5.1 per cent.

16
Prime Minister Jhalanath Khanal and Maoist chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ reach a fresh agreement to abide by the spirit of the seven-point agreement signed before Mr. Khanal’s election, while clarifying its controversial aspects.

· A Chinese-built train on the Galle-Matara Railway line hits the 100 kmph mark, a first for the Sri Lankan Railway.

17
A powerful solar eruption, the class X flash, triggering a huge geomagnetic storm, disturbs global radio communications.

· Inspired by uprisings in Egypt and Tunisia, Yemenis pour into the streets to demand the ouster of President Ali Abdullah Saleh after 32 years in power.

18
The United States finds itself isolated among the 15 members of the United Nations Security Council when it is the sole nation to veto a resolution condemning Israeli settlement activity in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

· Unidentified hackers deploy a technique known as “spear-phishing” to breach top-secret caches within the computer networks of the Finance Department, the Treasury Board, and Defence Research and Development of the Government of Canada.

· Germany’s Defence Minister, Kari-Theodor zu Guttenberg, gives up his doctorate title amid allegations he copied large parts of his thesis.

19
G20 Finance Ministers reach a compromise deal in Paris to correct global economic imbalances and expresses concern over excessive commodity price volatility impacting the world food security.

20
Pakistan asserts to be a responsible nuclear weapon state with “impeccable credentials and custodial controls of its strategic assets”.

· Uganda’s long-time president, Yoweri Museveni, wins another term in Kampala, allowing him to extend his 25-year hold on power.

22
Christchurch, one of New Zealand’s biggest cities, lay in ruins after a powerful earthquake topples buildings and churches on a busy weekday, killing at least 65 people in the country’s worst natural disaster in decades.

· Russia’s President Dmitry Medvedev warns of the risk of Arab states breaking up as the result of the current turmoil and predicts decades of instability if power fall in the hands of extremists.

23
Chinese officials rule out the likelihood of unrest after calls for a “Jasmine Revolution” circulated on the Internet, saying Chinese people have “a common aspiration” for stability and development.

· The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) agrees to deploy Indonesian observers in both Cambodia and Thailand along the disputed stretch of their border near the mediaeval Preah Vihear Hindu temple.

· The extraordinary International Energy Forum (IEF) meeting is held at Riyadh in Saudi Arabia.

24
Pakistan cites the United States Senate report ‘Avoiding Water Wars in South and Central Asia’ as a vindication of its stance that construction of dams by India on the western rivers in ‘Occupied Kashmir’ is in violation of the Indus Water Treaty (IWT).

· Israel warns militants in the Gaza Strip not to “test” the Jewish state, as fighter jets pound targets across the coastal enclave after a Palestinian rocket attack.

· London Brent crude rockets close to $120 a barrel, a level unseen since mid-2008, as the rising instability in Libya stokes supply jitters across the Middle East and beyond.

25
The Russian Parliament ratifies an agreement with the United States of America on air transit of military cargoes to Afghanistan.

· The Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) is expelled from the ruling coalition in Punjab on Friday after the Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) shores up its government with the help of a breakaway faction of the PML (Quaid).

· Discovery, NASA’s oldest and most journeyed space shuttle is launched on its final mission from the Kennedy Space Centre in Cape Canaveral, Florida, wrapping up a near three-decade legacy of orbital travel.

26
Russia successfully launches a next-generation navigation satellite for its Glosass global communication system from the northern Plesetsk space centre by the upgraded Soyuz-2-1b launcher.

27
The King’s Sppech wins not only the Best Motion Picture award but also those for Best Actor (Colin Firth) and Best Director (Tom Hooper) at the 82nd Academy Awards ceremony at Hollywood’s Kodak Theatre in Los Angeles.

· Tunisian Prime Minister Mohammed Ghannouchi resigsn, as security forces clash with protestors in Tunis demanding the removal of some Ministers of his interim government. 

