March, 2011

1 
Unindentified assailants strike at a girls’ college in Mardan in the Khyber-Pukhtoonkhwa province of Pakistan with grenades, injuring 18 students in the attack. 

2
The last Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, is awarded Russia’s top medal – Order of St. Andrew – on his 80th birthday in a late and almost reluctant recognition of his services.

· The U.S. Supreme Court rules in an 8-1 decision that the virulently anti-gay Westboro Baptist church could continue to picket funerals of U.S. soldiers killed in Afghanistan.

· Thousands of anti-government protesters march on the Interior Ministry in Bahrain’s capital Manama, demanding the release of all political prisoners.

· The central bank of Bangladesh, the Bangladesh Bank, removes Nobel Laureate Dr. Muhammad Yunus as the Managing Director of Grameen Bank. 

· Pakistan’s Minister for Minority Affairs Shahbaz Bhatti is murdered in Islamabad.

3
Private Bradley Manning, the U.S. soldier in detention for nine months on charges of supplying whistleblower website Wikileaks with sensitive government data, is slapped with 22 new charges including ‘aiding the enemy,’ punishable by death.

4
The United States Bureau of Labour Statistics announces that the net addition to jobs in the U.S. economy was 192,000 during the month of February 2011, with the private sector in particular creating 220,000 jobs.

· The former Nepal Prime Minister and founding member of the Nepali Congress, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai dies in Kathmandu.

· Four weeks after supporting Jhalanath Khanal to become Prime Minister in Parliament, the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) finally joins the government.

· The Director of the London School of Economics Sir Howard Davies is forced to resign amid an escalating row over the university’s financial links with the Libyan dictator Muammar Qadhafi’s regime.

· Though the Taurus XL rocket carrying NASA’s Glory satellite lifs off from Vanderberg Air Force Base in California, a protectve shell or fairing atop the rocket does not separate from the satellite.

· Essam Sharaf is picked by Egypt’s military rulers to replace Ahmed Shafiq as Prime Minister.

· Sir Antony (Tony) Hayward, the last British Chairman of Shaw Wallace Group and President of Assocham, dies peacefuly at his hoem in Sandwich, Kent, U.K.

5
Alberto Granado, who accompanies Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara on a 1952 journey of discovery across Latin America that was immortalised in Guevara’s memoir and on-screen in the Motorcycle Diaries, dies in Cuba.

· China’s Premier Wen Jiabao says the government would place top priority on tackling rising-inflation and expanding social services, as he unveils a draft of China’s next Five-Year Plan at the start of the annual session of the country’s Parliament in Beijing.

· Egypt’s once feared former Interior Minister, Habib al-Adly, pleads not guilty to corruption charges, in the first trial of a member of ousted president Hosni Mubarak’s regime.

6
The British government faces embarrassment after a secret mission sent to liaise with rebel groups in Libya ends in humiliation with atleast eight men, being captured by the very people they had gone to help.

7
China unveils plants to link up Tibet and Xinjiang, its two far-western frontier regions, with a new railway network as part of a wider initiative to boost infrasructur projects in border areas in the next Five-Year Plan (2011-15).

· Jacques Chirac becomes the first French President since 1958 to go on trial on criminal charges when he is accused of embezzlement, breach of trust and conflict of interest, based on allegations linked to his tenure as Paris.

8
Twenty-one Roman Catholic priests in Philadelphia are suspended after being linked to an investigation into widespread child molestation.

· As mass uprisings erupt in its neighbourhood, Saudi Arabia announces that it will not allow any demonstrations in the kingdom and orders its security forces to clamp down on any dissent.

· The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) gives its approval to a safeguards agreement for two new reactors that Pakistan says China is building for it at Chashma.

· To mark the 100th anniversary of International Women’s Day, UN Women announces a new regional programme to address the needs of widows in India, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

9
Wisconsin Senate Republicans pass a Bill that pares back the rights of unions to negotiate pay rises to historically low levels and swiftly ended a hard-fought political battle to prevent the erosion of their collective bargaining power.

· Illinois becomes the 16th State of the United States to abolish the death penalty when its Governor, Pat Quinn, announces the decision.

· The oldest and most travelled space shuttle, Discovery, returns to Cape Canaveral in Florida afer its final space flight.

· Ten people are killed and 110 wounded in religious clashes in Cairo. 

10
France announces its official recognition of the Libyan National Council as the sole representative of the Libyan people, further increasing the pressure on Muammar Qadhafi.

· An earthquake topples more than 1,000 houses and apartment buildings in China’s southwest near the border with Myanmar.

· The Dalai Lama announces that he would step down as ‘political head’ of the so-called Tibetan government-in-exile but would remain as religious leader and continue to advocate ‘meaningful autonomy’ for Tibet.

11
A ferocious tsunami spawned by one of the largest earthquakes ever recorded slams Japan’s eastern coast, killing hundreds of people as it sweeps away boats, cars and homes while widespread fires burn out of control.

· Tens of thousands of people flee to higher ground in East Asia as a tsunami warning is issued across the Pacific after a magnitude 8.9 earthquake rocks Japan.

· Pakistan successfully tests its short range surface-to-surface ballistic missile Hataf-2 (Abdali) as part of the ongoing process of validation and technical improvements in the nation’s Land Based Ballistic Missile Systems.

12
Mauritius confers one of its highest honours, Grand Commander of the Order of the Star and the Key of the Indian Ocean (GCSK), on Maldivian President Mohamed Nasheed.

13
Following safety fears in Japan’s nuclear facilities, China announces to strengthen safety and risk assessment in the fast-expanding nuclear sector.

· The tsunami that thrashed California’s coast, triggered by the devastating earthquake in Japan, is estimated to have caused damage totaling about $50 million in the west coast state.

14
Berkshire Hathaway announces buyout of speciality chemicals entity Lubrizol in a $9.7 billion deal, one of the biggest buyouts by the Warren Buffett-led conglomerate.

· The Bank of Japan pumps a record $184 billion into money markets and took other measures to protect a teerering economy, as the Tokyo stock market nosedives following a devastating earthquake and tsunami.

15
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin orders a review of the country’s nucelar industry.

· Foreign Ministers from the G8 – the world’s seven richest nations and Russia fail to reach any agreement in Paris on a military intervention or even the establishment of a no-fly zone against Colonel Qadhafi’s forces in Libya.

· A tri-nation monitoring group of diplomats is established in Dubai to brainstorm ways of rescuing sailors on board ships that Somali pirates have hijacked.

· According to a new analysis by NASA, the massive earthquake that struck Japan was so powerful that it accelerated the Earth’s rotation speed, shortening the length of the day by 1.8 microseconds.

16
In a swift turn of events, arrested U.S. Embassy staffer Raymond Davis is freed after blood money is paid in accordance with Sharia law hours after he was indicted for murder by a session’s court in Lahore.

· The Chinese government suspends the approval process for all new nuclear power plants until safety standards are ‘revised’, amid concerns triggered by safety fears in Japan’s nuclear facilities.

· Skilled and unskilled Indian workers in the UAE are guaranteed a minimum wage around 40-50 per cent higher than the present levels. 

19
Japan confirms the radioactive contamination of food products in areas around the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, knocked out by the March 11 temblor and tsunami. 

· A 6.1 magnitude earthquake rattles Japan’s Ibaraki Prefucture, south of the stricken Fukushima No. 1 nucelar plant, shaking buildings in Tokyo.

20
Milliona of Egyptians vote freely for the first time in referendum in more than half a century, joyfully waiting for hours to cast their ballots on the package of constitutional changes.

· The French nuclear-powered aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle leaves its home port of Toulon in southern France for the Mediterranean as France claims the coalition has successfully established a ‘no-fly zone’ oaver Libya.

· A United States federal law agency raise about $1.2 million during an auction of jewellery seized from an Indian-American executive Sujata ‘Sue’ Sachdeva, jailed for 11 years for embezzling $34 million.

21
Twitter comples five years of being.

· Thousands of Syrians march in the southern town of Daraa, the nerve centre of anti-regime protests, after the funeral of a protestor killed in the previous day’s demonstration.

22
Islamabad decides to send a six member team under the aegis of the Special Committee of the Parliament on Kashmir to Germany, Belgium and Poland to “win their support on the Kashmir issue”.

· The former Israeli President, Moshe Katsav, is sentenced to seven years behind bars after being convicted on two counts of rape and other offences in a scandal which has rocked Israel.

· Pakistan condemns the burning of the Koran under the supervision of a pastor in the US and demands a response from the United Nations and Washington.

· Fidel Castro says he resigned five years ago from all his official positions, including head of Cuba’s Communist Party, the first time the 84-year old revolutionary icon’s announcement that he no longer heads the Communist Party.

23 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Cabinet announces to approve legislation to recognise qualifications and degrees from foreign institutions, making it easier for foreign professionals to find work in Germany.

· Yemen’s Parliament enacts sweeping emergency laws after the country’s embattled President asks for new powers of arrest, detention and censorship to quash a popular uprising demanding his ouster.

· Naima Gul, a fourth grade student from Mingora in the militancy-hit Swat valley, suffering from thalassemia is made a pilot of the Pakistan Army’s aviation wing for a day.

· The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters choses one of the living legends of mathematics, John Willard Milnor of the Institute for Mathematical Sciences in the University of Stony Brook, USA for the award of its prestigious Abel Prize for the year 2011 in Oslo.

24 
NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen announces that it would take over command and control of military operations in Libya, in particular the enforcement of the no-fly zone imposed under a Security Council resolution. 

· A Russian passenger jet that makes a spectacular emergency landing at a deserted tiny airfield in Siberia six months ago performs another amazing feat by escaping from its captivity in the taiga.

· Singapore-Indian Sat Pal Khattar receives the Padma Shri in New Delhi, becoming the first person to be so honoured with the award from the City-State. 

25
NASA spacecraft Stardust ends a 12-year run that helped the world better understand comets and plan for future deep space missions.

· A powerful earthquake, measured at magnitude 6.8 by the U.S. Geological Survey, topples homes in north-eastern Myanmar, killing more than 70 people.

· Crusading Spanish Judge Baltasar Garzn asks the European Court of Human Rights to rule on a case brought against him over his probe into Franco-era crimes. 

· Olga Ulynova, a niece of Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin who wrote several books about her uncle and family, dies in Moscow.

26
Thousands of people take out a march through Central London to protest agaisnt the Tory-led coalition government’s spending cuts which threaten millions of public sector jobs, the biggest public protest since the million-strong rally against the Iraq invasion in February 2003.

· Syrian President Bashar Assad pulls back police and soldiers from daraa, a restive southern city, and releases hundreds of political prisoners in an attempt to appease demonstrators furious about a violent government crackdown on dissent that has left dozens dead.

28
Israel deplous the iron Dome, a cutting-edge rocket defence system, rolling out the latest tool in its arsenal to stop a recent spike in attacks from the neighbouring Gaza Strip.

· Days after his conservative government was ousted in a vote of no-confidence passed in the Canadian Parliament, Prime Minister Stephen Harper announces that elections would be held on May 2, 21011.

· Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi attends a legal hearing in Milan for the first time in eight years, over allegations of fiscal fraud and breach of trust in his business interests.

29
The civil nuclear emergency in Japan takes a turn, with the authorities announcing the detection of ‘traces of plutonium’ in samples of soil at the quake-and-tsunami-hit Fukushima Daiichi atomic energy plant.

· A high-profile international conference on Libya in London, attende by representatives of the Arab League and Organisation of the Islamic Conference, urges Muammar Qadhafi to go, saying that his regime has “lost legitimacy” and Libyans must be free to determine their own future.

30
President Bashal al-Assad blames conspirators for unrest sweeping Syria but fails to lift emergency rule or offer other concessions in his first speech since pro-reform protests erupted.

31 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy visits Tokyo in his capacity as chairman of the Group fo Eight and Group of 20 countries.

· Libya’s high-profile Foreign Minister Moussa Koussa defects to Britain saying he is ‘no longer willing’ to represent his country.

· A letter bomb explodes in Switzerland, injuring two at an office of Swiss nuclear, the national consortium of nuclear power companies. 

