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· Cheetah – the only large wild mammalian species that India has lost – will now be reintroduced in the India’s three identified grasslands Kuno-Palpur and Mauradehi Wilflife Sanctuaries in Madhya Pradesh and Shahgarh Landscape in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus enaticus) was last spotted in Chandigarh in 1967.

· India-born head of PepsiCo Indra Nooyi and writer and activist Arundhati Roy have been named by Forbes among the world’s 30 most inspiring women, a list that also features Mother Teresa, media mogul Oprah Winfrey, Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling, USA First lady Michelle Obama and United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

· Rice husk power to light up villages. Beginning wth Tamkuha in Bihar, the ‘Hust Power System’ deisgned by NRI entrepreneur Guanesh Pandey has gone on to dispel darkness in over 125 villages since 2007. 

· The Telecom Commission constituted an internal committee under the chairmanship of Member (Services), Department of Telecom (DoT), to give its recommendations on implementation of the Sam Pitroda Committee Report for improving performance of BSNL.

· TANUVAS may ventur into cloning. Making steady progress in stem cell research and its clinical applications, Taml Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University (TANUVAS) is in a position to venture into the realm of cloning. 

· The Uttar Pradesh government creates a new district, Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj Nagar, to be carved out of Sultanpir and Rae Bareli districts.

· The Union Government unveils a code of conduct for the tourism industry aimed at enhancing the safety and security of all tourists and freeing sector from exploitation.

· Sharad Pawar assumes office as President of the International Cricket Council (ICC) at its annual conference in Singapore.

· The World Bank approves $430 million to finance the Mumbai Urban Transport Project (MUTP) 2A to improve the suburban railway system in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region.

· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) hikes the short-term indicative interest rates (repo and reverse repo rates) by 25 basis points to mitigate rising inflation and inflationary pressures.

· Jharkhand earns award from the Union Ministry Labour and Employment for successfully implementing the Centre’s flagship insurance scheme for poor families in spite of the Naxal menace.

· Veteran actor Sarat Pujari is conferred the Kadambani Samman for 2010 during the 11th anniversary celebration of the Oriya family feature magazine Kadambini in Bhubaneshwar.

· State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) gives the green signal for development of a cluster of oil and gas fields in the Western Offshore holding large deposits.

· The Advisory Group on Community Action of the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) recommends community monitoring for effective implementation of the programme.

· The Pink City is announced to host Pravasi Bharatiya Divas-2012 celebrations by Union Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs Vayalar Ravi in New York at a conclave of Rajasthanis organised by the Rajasthan Association for North America (RANA).

· India signs a three-year agreement to export fuel worth $2 billion to Mauritius and also agrees to look onto the possibility of setting up refinery in the Island nation.

· In a Rs. 50,000-crore deal, the Anil Ambani group announces the merger of Reliance Natural Resources Limited with Reliance Power, which will become a beneficiary of the gas deal signed with the Mukesh Ambani led Reliance Industries.

· The nationwide bandh called by the opposition against the Centre’s hike in fuel prices throws normal life out of gear in many parts of the country.

· The Delhi Cabinet approves certain modifications in the existing Delhi Government Employees Health Scheme (DCEHS) to provide life-long benefits to pensioners, make special provisions for the National Capital Region and treatment outside Delhi.

· N. Ram, Editor-in-Chief of The Hindu and Group Publications, is selected for the 2009 Mohammed Abdul Rahman Sahib Award for the Best Media Personality, instituted by the Qatar-based Thrissur Jilla Souhrida Vedi.

· India’s first indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), designed specifically for the Navy, rolls out from the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) facility in Bangalore.

· India conducts the first night trial of its indigenously developed, beyond visual range air-to-air missile ‘Astra’ from the Integrated Test Range complex at Chandipur.

· A consortium of seven Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) signs MoU with the Human Resource Development and Environment and Forests Ministers in New Delhi to prepare a management plan for the Ganga river basin.

· Union Minister of State for environment and forests Jairam Ramesh launches the Green Action for National Dandi Heritage Initiative project in the historic coastal village of Dandi in south Gujarat.

· The government sets up an oversight committee to coordinate and monitor the clean-up of the Bhopal gas leak disaster site, chaired by Union Minister of State for Environment and Forests Jairam Ramesh, and co-chaired by Madhya Pradesh Minister for Gas Relief, Babilal Gaur.

· Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station (TERLS) witnesses the technology demonstrator flight of the advanced sounding rocket RH 200 near Thiruvananthapuram.

· Former Indian hockey skipper Dilip Tirkey is conferred the Ricoh Hockey Star of the Year Award for 2009 in Bhubaneshwar.

· The Centre allots spectrum to four operators, including RIL-owned Infotel in all 22 circles and Bharti Airtel in four, paving the way for starting high-speed mobile broadband.

· The Union Health Ministry approves the revised draft for the proposed National Council for Human Resource in Health NCHRH), which will be an overarching body for the health sector.

· The Union Cabinet’s Committee of Economic Affairs approves the ambitious National Programme for prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS) for implementation during the remaining period of 11th Five-year Plan.

· The Union Cabinet clears the Nalanda University Bill 2010, paving the way for the establishment of Nalanda University at an estimated cost of Rs. 1,005 crore.

· The Karnataka State Government grants suo motu powers to the Lokayukta to investigate cases of corruption, favouritism and nepotism by public servants drawing a salary of more than Rs. 20,000.

· With a view to set standards for quality education in smaller and far-off areas, the Centre arrives at a consensus to set up secondary schools in public private partnership (PPP) in 2,500 blocks across the country.

· Aimed at making lives of postmen more comfortable, the Department of Posts introduces solar-powered postal delivery rickshaws.

· The Birmingham City University institutes a scholarship in the name of N. Ram, Editor-in-Chief, The Hindu, for Masters’ studies in journalism at the Birmingham School of Media from 2010.

· Two minor planets—2000 AH52 (citation number 25629) and 2000 AT53 (citation number 25630) – discovered by the Lincoln Laboratory of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in the United States are renamed as “Mukherjee” and “Sarkar”, after Anish Mukherjkee and Debarghya Sarkar respectively.

· The Centre signs two agreements with the World Bank with latter agreeing to give $407 million loan to scale up microfinance services in unbanked areas and improve capacity to generate quality statistics.

· A Pakistan court in Islamabad, conducting the trial of the seven accused in the 2008 Mumbai terror case, issues arrest warrants against Ajmal Kasab and Fahim Ansari after New Delhi turns down Islamabad’s request for sending the duo there to testify.

· The United States’ space agency NASA announces that Indian-American astronaut Sunita Williams will travel to space for the second time in June 2012.

· Lieutenant General Chander Prakash is appointed the Force Commander for the United Nations peace-keeping force in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO) by United Nations chief Ban Ki-moon.

· Eight Indian companies, including Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries Limited (RIL), make the cut on the list of the world’s 500 largest companies complied by Fortune magazine.

· The Centre begins a two-day conference of States in New Delhi to discuss reforms in the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) and ‘best practices’ in the PDS for universal replication.

· The Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C15), in its 16th consecutive successful fight, puts five satellites, including ISRO’s 694-kg Cartosat-2B, in their precise orbit.

· The 5 satellites launched were ISRO’s 694-kg Cartosat-2B, 116kg Alsal 2A of Algeria, 6.5 kg nano satellites NLS 6.1, AISSAT-I of space Flight Laboratory of the University of Toranto Canada, 1 kg nano satellites NLS 6.2 TISAT-1 Switzerland and Tiny studs at by engineering colleges in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

· ISRO announces than an unmanned crew module, will be put in orbit around the earth by a modified Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) in 2013 as a forerunner to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) sending two Indians into space.

· According to the IIP (Index o Industrial Production) data released in New Delhi, industrial growth nevertheless slipped from 16.52 per cent in April to 11.5 percent in May 2010 despite a healthy show by the manufacturing sector.

· The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) makes it mandatory for all companies to file their income tax returns electronically in Form No. ITR-6, with digital signature.

· A portrait of the leading NRI industrialist Lord Swraj Paul, drawn by renowned British artist Mishael Noakes, is unveiled at the University of Westminster in central London.

· In relief to the Tamil Nadu government, the Supreme Court grants protection for the continuance, for one more year, of the law that provides the backward Classes, the Most Backward Classes and the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes 69 per cent reservation in jobs and education.

· The Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry launches, ‘Preferred Time LPG Delivery Scheme,’ which would allow professionals especially working men and women to get delivery of their LPG cylinder at their own preferred time for a small premium.

· The 22-year-old Patna-born prodigy Tathagat Avtar Tulsi becomes the country’s youngest faculty at the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Powai in Mumbai.

· The Sangeet Natak Akademi announces the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskars for 2009 to artistes “who have shown/demonstrated conspicuous talent in the fields of music, dance and drama.’

· The Planning Commission gives its approval to the Petroleum and Natural gas Ministry’s schemes to give Rs. 1,400 subsidy per household to enable 35 lakh below poverty line (BPL) families get a Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) connection.

· Balwinder Singh, Additional Director in the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), is appointed as Special Director of the agency.

· The Union Government sets up a committee headed by RBI Deputy Governor Shyamla Gopinath to review the structure of the National Small Savings Fund (NSSF).

· In a bid to give a sharp edge to anti-Naxal operations, the Union government asks Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Jharkhand and West Bengal, worst affected by Maoist violence, to set up a unified Command.

· State Bank of India and the State General Reserve Fund (SGRF) of Oman sign an agreement to set up a joint investment fund with an initial corpus of $100 millin for picking up equity in Indian projects.

· Indian Rupee joins elite club of US dollar, the EUROPEAN EURO, THE British pound sterling and the Japanese yen to mark its presence in the global arena, when its symbol, a blend of the Devanagari ‘Ra’ and Roman ‘R’, is approved by the Union Cabinet.

· The Supreme Court holds that the rights of religious of linguistic aided minority institutions in the administration of the institutions are absolute and, the State could not compel them to implement its reservation policy.

· Ace Indian shutter Saina Nehwal is jumps one place to a career-best second in the latest international rankings.

· The first commercial landing of the Airbus A380 in India—the largest aircraft of the world—takes place at the newly inaugurated Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhi international Airport, New Delhi.

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs decides to extend the Central assistance being given to fast track courts till March 31, 2011.

· The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) decides to introduce call auctin in the pre-open session in 50 index shares on the National and the Bombay stock exchanges.

· Victor Longer, a former Defence Ministryu spokesman, who had played an important role in developing information set-up in the armed forces, dies in New Delhi.

· Reliance Industries Limited Chief Mukesh Ambani is chosen by the United Nations as a member of a key advocacy group on Millennium Development Goals (MDG).

· China denies visa to noted cardiologist U.Kaul, a Padma Shri awardee, and four others born in Jammu and Kashmir.

· Nanny Sandra Samuel, who savced Baby Moshe from terrorists during the 26/11 attacks, is announced to be granted Israeli citizenship.

· At least 67 persons are killed and 121 injured when the Saldah-bound New Cooch Behar-Sealdah Uttar-banga Express rams the Bhagalpour-Ranchi Vananchal Express from behind at the Sainthia station in West Bengal.

· Seeking to enlarge the task of anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocvean region India agrees to provide aircraft to Seychelles and also work in the direction of capacity building of that country’s forces.

· Pune becomes the first municipal corporation in India to have a Right to Information (RTI) library when Magsaysay award winner Arvind Kejriwal inaugurates the library there named after Prakesh Kardaley there.

· “Bombay Sister” C. Saroja and C. Lalitha are announced to receive the prestigious Sangita Kalanidhi award of the Music Academy and preside over the 84th annual conference to be held in Chennai from December 15, 2010 to January 1, 2011

· Milon Kumar Banerjee, the former Attorney-General of India, passes away in New Delhi.

· The Australian Federal Police (AFP) opens its first office in New Delhi, aiming to strengthen the law enforcement relationship between the two countries.

· The government bans emigration clearance to Libya following instances of non-payment of salaries to several Indian workers by Libyan companies and agents.

· Democracy takes a back seat in Bihar, as opposition legislators indulge in unruly behaviour for the second consecutive day in the Assembly, stalling proceedings.

· In a bid to evolve a consensus with States on a unified single rate structure for the Goods and Services Tax (GST) over a three-year phase, the Union government proposes a three-tier tax structure, to start with, from April 1, 2011.

· Draft Law unveiled for 14 innovative Universities to make India a global knowledge hub.

· The government takes the first step towards implementing its proposal for creating 14 ‘Innovation Universitues’ by circulating the draft legislation for comments by various stakeholders.

· Three Indian projects—KG-D6, Mundra and Indira Gandhi Internatinal Airport, Delhi—feature in Global consultancu firm KPGM’s infrastructure 100 global project report.

· United States Commerce Secretary Gary Locke announces that Gururaj ‘Desh’ Deshpande is appointed Co-Chairman of the United States National Advisory Council on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (NACIE).

· The 2010 Lokmanya Tilak Award will be given to Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit.

· The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) introduces a new scheme, ‘NPS-Lite’, to target the economically disadvantaged section and promote small savings during their productive life.

· The Union Cabinet approves the inclusion/amendment of the names of castes and communities in the Central Lists of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in respect of Chhattisgarh, Haryana Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Rajasthan and the Union territory of Daman & Diu.

· Union Government sanctioned funds for 2nd phase of the ambitious scheme to allocate UID numbers to 10 crore of country’s Population.

· In a first for Indian women, women constables of the Border Security Force take part in the ‘Beating Retreat Ceremony’ at the India-Pakistan Attari-Wagah border near Amritsar.

· The Reserve Bank of India allows take-out financing through external commercial borrowings (ECB) for refinancing of rupee loans availed of form domestic banks.

· India and the United States sign the Counter Terrorism Initiative (CCI) to forge close and effective cooperation in counter-terrorism, information-sharing and capacity building.

· India announces to mount its first scientific expedition to the South Pole in November 2010 to mark the centenary of the first successful expedition to the southern end of the world by the Norwegian explorer, Roald Amundsen.

· The Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC) projects an economic expansion of 8.5 per cent for the current fiscal backed by a ‘substantial jump’ in farm sector growth on the assumption of a normal monsoon and higher at 9 per cent in 2011-12.

· The Centre approves 18 foreign direct investment (FDI) proposals worth Rs. 2,245.32 crore, which include a Rs. 1,932 crore project of Transcend Infrastructure for setting up communication and broadcasting tower business.

· Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs clears National Health Plan for Prevention and control of Cancer. Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCD) for implementation of its various components during remaining part of 11th Plan.

· T. Rajkumar, Head of Department of Molecular Oncology, Cancer Institute (WIA), Chennai, is chosen for the ‘Kobayashi Foundation Award’ for cancer research.

· The Congress launches the Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAGY) in Rajasthan’s Sriganganagar district.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announces to set up a sub-committee of the National Development Council (NDC) to go “into the complex challenges of urbanisation.” 

· The Planning Commission is mandated by the government “to design a holistic development programme” for Maoist-affected areas in consultation with States and other stakeholders.

· The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) clears the proposal to construct an elevated expressway from Chennai Port to Maduravoyal.

· Accompanied by the former cricketer, Kapil Dev, the family of Pooran Singh, who died at Warranambool in Victoria more than six decades ago, finally collects his ashes at a ceremony there, to fulfil his last wish that his ashes be immersed in the Ganga.

· The Rashtrapati Bhavan in Delhi is presented with an International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) 14001 : 2004 Certificate for having emerged as the country’s first urban habitat  with excellent environmental management systems.

· India-born head of PepsiCo Indra Nooyi and writer and activist Arundhati Roy are named by Forbes among the world’s 30 most inspiring women, a list that also features Mother Teresa, media mogul Oprah Winfrey and United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

· In a major step for environment protection, the Rajasthan government announces a complete ban on the use of plastic carry-bags all over the State from August 1, 2010.

· India’s plans to put in place the initial phase of a robust Ballistic Missile Defence shield by 2012 receives a big thrust, with a supersonic interceptor missile, Advanced Air Defence, bringing down an incoming ballistic missile (modified Prithvi), over the Bay of Bengal.

· President Pratibha Patil appoints Election Commissioner (EC) Shahabuddin Yaqoob Quraishi as the next Chief Election Commissioner (CEG) under Clause 2 of the Article 324 of the Constitution.

· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) hikes its short-term indicative lending rate by 25 basis points from 5.5 per cent and borrowing rate by 50 basis points from 4 per cent to 4.50 per cent with immediate effect.

· India and Myanmar agree to enhance security cooperation to deny sanctuary to insurgent groups in each other’s territory and sign agreements in New Delhi to build on the developmental assistance being already provided by India and mutual assistance on criminal matters.

· The Centre decides to enhance the allocation of foodgrains sold to the Above Poverty Line (APL) population to 15 kg per family per month for six month with immediate effect.

· The Centre introduces the Securities and Insurance Laws (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2010, in the Lok Sabha.

· The Standing Committee on Rural Development approves the Constitution (110th Amendment) Bill, 2009, to enhance reservation for women to “not less than one half” of total number of offices in the Panchayats.

· Visiting British Prime Minister David Cameron witnesses the signing of an agreement between HAL, BAE Systems and Rolls Royce at Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd’s facility in Bangalore for the supply of 57 Hawk Advance Jet Trainer aircraft to the Indian Air Force and the Navy.

· The Department of Telecommunications amends telecom licence agreements asking equipment suppliers to share all codes and design details, besides making provision of hefty penalties against defaulters.

· Indian and the United Kingdom decide to constitute a joint CEOs Forum to be co-chaired by Peter Sands and Ratan Tata and an India-United Kingdom Infrastructure Group in order to double bilateral trade in the next five years.

· The Election Commission issues orders derecognizing the Rashtriya Janata Dal as a national party as it failed to fulfil the criteria for such recognition.

· The Centre revises the financial allocation under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act over the next five years.

· The Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) under the Finance Ministry agree to increase the Centre’s share effectively to 68 per cent and reduce the State share to 32 per cent for implementing the Right to Education (RTE) Act.

· In a departure from diplomatic norms, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon issues a statement voicing concern over the security situation in Kashmir.

· India and Nepal agree to strengthen their respective National Action Plans under the Global Tiger Forum for tiger conservation in a time-bound implementation.

· The Centre signs contracts with companies for the seven blocks awarded under the fourth round for coal Bed Methane (a natural gas) Policy-IV having a resource potential of 330 million cubic metres of gas.

· Union Textiles Minister Dayanadhi Maran launches the e-auction plan of state-owned National Textiles Corporation to raise Rs. 5,000 crore in the current year through the sale of its surplus land in Mumbai and other cities. 

· Khel Ratna for badminton star Saina Nehwal and recognition for football after eight years are the highlights of the recommendations for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna and Arjuna Awards made by two specially-constituted panels in New Delhi.

· President Pratibha Patil transfers Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court P.D. Dinakaran as Chief Justice of the Sikkim High Court.

· The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) to facilitate close coordination and cooperation on the latter’s ambitious AADHAR.

· The government introduces a Bill to establish an academy for advancement of learning and prosecution of research in the field of science and technology in association with the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

· The Union Cabinet approves the release of Rs. 4,868 crore as interest subvention to state-owned lending agencies to ensure short-term crop loans to farmers at a concessional rate of seven per cent during current fiscal.

· The Union Cabinet gives its nod for legislation to raise the retirement age of High Court judges from 62 to 65.

· India and the United States sign the much-debated agreement on modalities for reprocessing spent nuclear fuel, under the civilian nuclear deal between the two countries.

· The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) allows exchanges to introduce currency options on the United States dollar pairing with the rupee, a development that provides another alternative to corporates for hedging against currency fluctuations.

· President Pratibha Patil calls upon the State governments, the Bar and the Bench to find innovative methods to liquidate backlog of cases in courts in a time-bound manner.

· The state-owned oil firms raise the prices of jet fuel, or Aviation Turbine Fuel, by 2.7 per cent.

· Konkani writer Ravindra Kelekar receives the Jnanpaith award for 2006 from Lok Sabha Speaker Meera kumar and chairman of the Jnanpith Selection Board Sitakant Mahapatra in Panaji.

· Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (BSNL) reports a loss of Rs. 1,822.65 crore in 2009-10, first-ever in the company’s history.

