August, 2010

· Transas group, a leading Russian manufacturer is ready to share with India sophisticated technology for building flight simulators to train military pilots. The Karnataka State Government has hired 400 security personnel from a private agency (Terrier Security Services (India) Private Ltd.) to guard 12 prisons.

· The United Nations has decided to recognise the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Mohim (Dispute-free Village Scheme) of the Maharashtra government.

· The Chittarajan Locomotive Works has developed a new class of electric locomotive WAP-7, known as the Head on Generation, which would supply electrical power for its AC coaches.

· Amanjot Singh and Sahil Wadhwa, both students of Ryan International in Delhi, have created a history of sorts by discovering the main belt asteroid named 2010 PO24. This is the first time an asteroid has been spotted by any school in India. 

· Major Laishram Jyotin Singh, who sacrificed his life in the February terror attack in Kabul in 2010, has been awarded the Ashok Chakra, the highest peacetime gallantry award announced at the eve of 64th Independence Day.

· The buffalo calf, named Garima-II, was born through the new and advanced ‘hand-guided cloning technique.’ It weights 32 kg and is apparently normal and healthy.

· The Centre announces plans to expand the coverage of Below Poverty Line (BPL) population under the public distribution system (PDS) to 8.07 crore from the current 6.52 crore based on the acceptance of the Tendulkar Committee’s poverty projections.

· K. M. Mathew, Chief Editor of the mass-circulation Malayalam newspaper Malayala Manorama, passes away at his residence in Kottayam.

· Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit is awarded the 2010 Lomanya Tilak award in Pune, on the 90th death anniversary of Bal Gangadhar Lokmanys Tilak.

· Renowned Indian sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik wins the first prize at the 8th International Sand Sculpture Championship in Berlin for his sculpture that showcased the effects of global warming.

· The 34th session of the World Heritage Committee in Brasilla, inscribes the Jantar Mantar in Jaipur in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation’s World Heritage List for being the most significant and the best preserved of India’s historic observatories.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh releases a commemorative stamp on the former Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) leader Syed Mohammedali Shihab Thangal on his first death anniversary.

· Lok Sabha approves SBI (Amendment) Bill, 2010. 

· BHEL signs MoUs with three States - Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh to boost sales.

· The Commonwealth Games Organising Committee forms a three-member panel to probe allegations of irregular financial transactions with a little-known U.K. based company AM Car and Van Limited.

· Indian American finance expert Ranji H Nagaswami is appointed New York City’s first-ever chief investment adviser by Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

· The Centre appoints two full-time and seven part-time members to the 19th Law Commission of India, which was reconstituted in September 2009.

· The government announces plans to pick up the central bank’s stake in the National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) and housing finance regulator National Housing Bank (NHB).

· The Supreme Court awards life sentence to three persons who caused the death of six persons of a family in a case of honour killing at a village in Uttar Pradesh in 1991.

· Northern Railways suspends its operations in the Kashmir Valley for an indefinite period, following massive damage caused to trains and infrastructure and fear of violence among non-local employees.

· Tata Sons, the holding company of the Tata group forms a selection committee to decide on a suitable successor for Ratan N. Tata Chairman, who is due to retire at the end of December 2012 at age 75.

· Well-Known physicist-turned author, journalist and television producer of Indian origin Simon Lehna Singh is selected by the International Mathematical Union for the Leelavathi Award in recognition of his outstanding contribution to public outreach in mathematics.

· Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) announces to acquire a 60 per cent interest in Marcellus Shale acreage in Central and Northeast Pennsylvania for a total consideration of $392 million.

· Union Textiles Minister Dayanidhi Maran launches a new scheme to improve the skills of workers in various segments of the textile industry.

· At least 150 people are killed and over 370 injured, and many more are missing as flash floods caused by torrential rain hit Leh town and adjoining villages.

· The Union Law Ministry decides to establish its own regulatory body for higher legal education and research.

· The Union Ministry of Environment and Forests asks the Orissa government to stop all work related to Posco’s embattled Rs. 54,000-crore steel project, including land acquisition and handover, as it is violating the Forest Rights Act (FRA).

· Rajya Sabha Chairman Hamid Ansari extends till October 5, 2010, the tenure of the Justice B. Sudershan Reddy Committee, probing charges of “misappropriation” against Calcutta High Court Judge Soumitra Sen.

· Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, on a visit to Dhaka, witnesses the signing of $1 billion credit facility offered by India to Bangladesh.

· A minor oil spill results from a collision of two merchant vessels, MSC Chitra and MV Khalijia-III, off the Mumbai coast.

· Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN), a self regulatory organisation of microfinance institutions (MFIs) in India, decides to set up seven task forces to monitor and manage the MFIs.

· The United Nations decides to recognise the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Mohim (Dispute-free Village Scheme) of the Maharashtra government.

· The Centre announces plans to spend about Rs. 50 crore per annum to improve basic social infrastructure in 60 Naxal-affected and backward districts, as part of an integrated Action Plan.

· Vinod Sharma, political editor of Hindustan Times, is announced as member of the National Commission for Minorities.

· ‘Super 30’, which provides free coaching to underprivileged Indian Institute of Technology aspirants, receives praise from United Sates President Barack Obama’s special envoy Rashad Hussian, who terms it the “best” institute in the country.

· The Union Law Ministry announces its proposal to establish five regional centres for advanced legal studies and research.

· Haryana Chief Ministry Bhupinder Singh Hooda announces the development of North India’s first agriculture and food processing park at villages Bhigan and Kurad.

· A piece of legislation to protect whistleblowers and punish those exposing the identity of people disclosing information is approved by the Centre.

· Justice P.D. Dinakaran is sworn in the Chief Justice of the Sikkim High Court in Gangtok by Governor Balmiki Prasad Singh at the Ashirwad Bhavan in the Raj Bhavan complex.

· The Union Cabinet approves implementation of the ‘Swavalamban’ scheme to cover workers in the unorganised sector and provide old age security to all, especially the vulnerable sections.

· The Union Cabinet gives the go-ahead for a proposal to form societies for the six All-India Institute of Medical Sciences-like institutions, being set up under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY).

· Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State for Environment and Forests, is announced to be one of the 21 members of the United Nations’ (UN) newly formed High-Level Panel on Global Sustainability.

· In a major drawdown from its stringent listing norms for public sector enterprises (PSEs) announced in June 2010, the government scales down the minimum public shareholding to 10 per cent from the 25 per cent mandated earlier to stay listed.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announces the set up of an experts group under Dr. C. Rangarajan to formulate a jobs plan for Jammu and Kashmir.

· Bollywood actor Priyanka Chopra is appointed UNICEF National Ambassador for promoting child rights and adolescence.

· The Rajya Sabha passes by voice vote the Trade Marks (Amendment) Bill, 2009 that allows any person or an enterprise to seek registration or trade mark in any of the 84 member countries of the Madrid Protocol through a single application.

· The Rajya Sabha approves amendments to the Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992, to enable the government to impose quantitative restrictions in case of import surge in merchandise to protect the domestic industry.

· Celebrating 15 years of mobility in India, Nokia India announces an initiative, Project Ujjwal, to drive 100 per cent household mobility in five villages in Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh.

· Ending months of fractious debates across the political spectrum, a Group of Ministers (GoM), headed by Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, gives its seal of approval to the enumeration of caste in Census 2011.

· Wipro becomes the first Red Premier Partner in India.

· Toughening its stance, the Centre asks Research in Motion (RIM), the Canada-based makers of BlackBerry smartphones, as well as the Indian operators providing its services to address its security-related concerns by August 31, 2010.

· India reacts strongly to a study linking a multiple drug-resistant superbug detected in Britain to India and says the bacteria are not a public health threat.

· The Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) and the Indian Women’s Hockey Federation (IWHF) initiate the process of their amalgamation.

· A Bill which seeks to amend a section of the Criminal Procedure Code (Cr. PC) with regard to the arrest of person is passed by the Lok Sabha.

· In a bid to give regional language films a bigger chance to bag the spotlight at the National Film Awards, the government decides to introduce a two-tier selection system.

· Justice Brain Ghosh is sworn in as the Chief Justice of Uttarkhand High Court in Dehra Dun.

· The Rajya Sabha passes the State Bank of India (Amendment) Bill providing for reduction of government equity to 51 per cent from a minimum of 55 per cent. The Lok Sabha had already passed the Bill.

· The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approves the ‘India National Capital Region Urban Infrastructure Financing Facility’ of about $150 million financing facility to develop urban infrastructure in the National Capital Region.

· Amanjot Singh and Sahil Wadhwa, both students of Ryan International in New Delhi create a history of sorts by discovering the main belt asteroid named 2010 PO24.

· Ennackal Chandy George Sudarshan, an Indian-American professor at the University of Texas, Austin, wins the prestigious Dirac Medal along with Italian physicist Nicola Cabibbi for his contribution to the understanding of theoretical physics.

· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) directs core investment companies (CICs) to register themselves with the central bank in case their assets size is at least Rs. 100 crore.

· A lotus-shaped “parnasala” (hermitage), standing tall as an architectural spectacle, is opened by President Pratibha Patil at the Santhigiri ashram at Pothencode, near Thiruvananthapuram.

· For the first time since the preparations for the Commonwealth Games (CWG) receives adverse notice, with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh ordering the Ministers concerned to investigate all “procedural and other irregularities”.

· The Supreme Court asks Parliament to revisit the provision relating to cruelty and dowry harassment, pointing out that a large number of frivolous complaints are filed and courts are flooded with such matrimonial cases.

· Major Laishram Jyotin Singh, who sacrificed his life in the February terror attack in Kabul in 2010, is awarded the Ashok Chakra, the highest peacetime gallantry award on the eve of 64th Independence Day.

· The Ministry of Defence announces the Kirti Chakra posthumously to Captain Davinder Singh Jass and Superintendent of Police Vinod Kular Choubey.

· Nagaraja Senior Technical Assistant of the Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), Bangalore, is chosen for the Shram Ratna for 2008, the country’s highest award given by the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

· ‘Maa Ni Mildi’, the first Dogri movie in colour, is released in Jammu.

· Punjab Governor and UT Chandigarh Administrator Shivraj Patil announces that the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan would be launched in the Union Territory to make education available to children in the age group of 14 to 18 years.

· The Centre sets up a Commission of Inquiry to look into cases of illegal mining of coal, iron ore and manganese across the country.

· Canada-based Research in Motion (RIM) agrees to give Indian law enforcement agencies access to its BlackBerry smartphone’s messenger service from September 1, 2010.

· The Centre clears for implementation the Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Environment of Adolescent Girls – known as ‘Sabla’ – aimed at enhancing their nutritional and economic status.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh gives the green signal for the setting up a National Innovation Council headed by Sam Pitroda, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Public Information Infrastructure and Innovations.

· Commander Dilipo Dhonde of Maharashtra is decorated with Shaurya Chakra for becoming the first Indian to undertake a solo circumnavigation of the globe.

· Central Depository Services Ltd (CDSL) appoints N. Rangachary, the founding chief of the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) as its Chairman.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announces a Rs. 125-crore relief for the flood-ravaged Leh from the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.

· Mammen Mathew takes charge as Chief Editor and managing Director of Malaysia Manorama.

· Global Consultancy firm PricewaterhouseCoopers says the mobile subscriber base in India would cross the 100-crore mark by 2014, while there will be over 10 crore 3D broadband subscribers by 2015. 

· The government sets up a committee, headed by Professor Madhava Menon, to evolve a comprehensive policy on autonomy for Central universities, the Indian Institutes of technology and the Indian Institutes of Management.

· The country’s first Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) project is launched in Sirsa district by the European Union to conserve environment by making rain-fed areas of the district lush green.

· India launches a major initiative to expand the presence of Indian companies in China with one of the biggest ever delegations of Indians firms travelling to Shanghai, the country’s commercial capital, to explore business opportunities.

· The Reserve Bank of India asks financial institutions (FIs) to disclose the market value of investments held in the Held to Maturity (HTM) category and indicate the excess of book value over market value for which provision is not made.

· While inaugurating the International Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) in Hyderabad, President Pratibha Patil underlines the need for promoting the study of mathematics among the younger generation.

· Vice-President M. Hamid Ansari presents the ‘First National Photo Award 2010 for Lifetime Achievement’ to S. Paul, Homai Vyarawalla, K.G. Maheshwari and Benu Sen in New Delhi.

· The Union Cabinet clears a 300 per cent salary hike, from Rs. 16,000 to Rs. 50,000, for members of Parliament and doubled their perks.

· The Union Law Minister, M. Veerappa Moily, launches a scheme to improve the skills of young advocates belonging to economically and socially weaker sections, named after the former Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi.

· Social worker Anna Hazare inaugurates Maharashtra’s first DNA laboratory for seeds, called the ‘DNA fingerprinting and hybridity testing laboratory,’ in Pune.

· Uttarkhand Chief Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank bags the Rahul Sankrityayan Tourism Award for 2008-09 for his book “Himalaya Ka Mahakumbh – Nanda Raj Jat’.

· India and the United States formally sign an agreement for cooperation on a joint Clean Energy Research Development Centre.

· Coca Cola India announces its foray into the dairy segment with the launch of Maaza Milky Delite, made out f mango pulp blended with milk.

· The Supreme Court holds that not only the present market value but also future potential value, and the purpose for which the land is to be used must be taken into account for arriving at just compensation.

· The Rajya Sabha passes the Nalanda University Bill which intends to revive the 5th century residential institution that attracted students from all over the world.

· Minister of State for Environment and Forests Jairam Ramesh announces that the Centre has made a provision of Rs. 25,000 crore to mitigate the effects of climate change.

· The United Kingdom-based Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) announces to explore options for collaboration with Indian institutions for research in applied and pure sciences.

· The German Research Foundation (DFG) decides to promote a joint venture between the University of Hyderabad and the Berlin Free University to promote research in functional molecular infection epidemiology.

· Bhagwati Prasad is sworn in as Chief Justice of the Jharkhand High Court in Ranchi.

· The Union Cabinet clears a bill seeking to create a mechanism to provide for speedy resolution of matters relating to disputes in institutions of higher education.

· Cairn India announces to have struck oil and gas at a block in the Krishna-Godavarui basin, off Andhra Pradesh coast.

· As part of its Rs. 70,000-crore expansion programme, Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) commissions a unit procured from Italy-based Danieli at its Rourkela Steel Plant.

· The Union government announces incentives worth Rs. 1,052 crore to boost exports and help the recovery of labour-intensive sectors.

· The Union Government pronounces its verdict against Vedanta Alumina’s $1.7 billion plan to mine bauxite in the Niyamgiri Hills of Orissa.

· The former Power Secretary, Harishankar Brahma is appointed Election Commissioner.

· Former Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister and senior Congress leader Gegong Apang is arrested by sleuths of a Special Investigation Cell probing the Rs. 1000-crore Scam in Public Distribution System in Arunachal Pradesh.

· With the government conceding a major point to the opposition on supplier liability, the Lok Sabha passes the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Bill, 2010.

· The Union Cabinet approves the Direct Taxes Code Bill under which the government has proposed to hike the income tax exemption limit to Rs. 2 lakh from the existing base of Rs. 1.6 lakh.

· Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah recommends to Governor N.N. Vohra the dismissal of G.M. Saroori, Minister for Roads and Buildings, from his Council of Ministers as the name of his daughter figured in an impersonation scandal in a medical college in Jammu.

· The Lok Sabha adopts the Nalanda University Bill, 2010 which has already been approved by the Rajya Sabha, to set up a Rs 1,005 — crore international university at Nalanda in Bihar, where a varsity for Buddhist learning existed over 800 years ago.

· The Supreme Court holds that there is no legal sanctity attached to verdicts of village panchayats, including khaps that touch personal lives of couples, even if the community accepts such decisions.

· Reliance Industries ‘Chairman and Managing Director Mukesh Ambani is elected Member to the Board of World Economic Forum.

· Konkani litterateur and Jnanpith Award winner Ravindra R. Kelkar passes at the age of 85.

· Music composer A.R. Rahman launches the Commonwealth Games 2010 theme song, “Jiyo Utho Badho Jeeto” (Live, Rise, Progress, Win) in Gurgaon, Haryana.

· Jammu and Kashmir Police arrests one of the two most wanted leaders - Asiva Andrabi, head of the Dukhtaran-e-Miliat (DeM), a radical women’s organisation. Her close associate Fahmida Sofi is also arrested.

· Long reigning queen of Maram Naga community, Apei Higa, passes away at her Maram Khullen home in Manipur’s Senapati district.

· The simplified Direct Taxes Code Bill 2010, tabled in the Lok Sabha by Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, will become effective from April, 1, 2012. It raises the income tax exemption limit from 1.6 lakh to Rs. 2 lakh. It seeks to waive the preferential treatment to women in tax payment in the name of gender equity.

· The Parliament adopts the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Bill, with the Rajya Sabha approving the legislation by voice vote, paving certain proposals for lawful access to its services by India’s security agencies.

· India and Switzerland sign a protocol to the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement during the visit of Finance Minister of Switzerland, Ms. Micheline Calmy-Rey to New Delhi that will enable the government get information about some of the wealth illegally stashed away in Swiss banks.

· Vineet Jain, Managing Director of the Times of India group, is elected Chairman of the board of directors of the Press Trust of India (PTI).

· Afghanistan National Security Adviser Rangin Dadfar Spanta, during his meeting with the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh in New Delhi, reiterates the need for New Delhi remaining intimately engaged with Kabul in order to help it develop infrastructure, train civil servants and provide guidance on the global stage.

· Indian economy grows by an impressive 8.8 per cent during the first quarter this fiscal, powered by a robust growth in the manufacturing coupled with a turnaround in agriculture and allied activities. The size of the economy is pegged at Rs. 17.22 lakh crore in the April-June quarter of 2010-11.

· President Pratibha Devisingh Patil presents the National award for excellence in lending to micro enterprises for 2009-10 to Chairman of State Bank of India Mr. O.P. Bhatt.

· The Government accepts the Elephant Task Force report and decides to set up a National Elephant Conservation Authority (NECA) along the lines of the one for the endangered tigers.

· Special Director-General of the Border Security Force R.K. Medhekar is appointed the new Chief of the National Security Guard.

· The Supreme Court makes it clear that its August 12, 2010 directive to distribute grain at “no cost” or “very low cost” was an order and not a suggestion as made out by the Union Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar.

· Parliament approves voting rights for non-resident Indians in election with the adoption of the Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill, 2010 by the Lok Sabha. The Rajya Sabha passed the Bill on August 30, 2010.

· India announces an additional monetary assistance of $20 million to Pakistan to help it tackle the worst-ever, floods witnessed in recent past.

