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· The indigenous Water Jet Fast Attack Craft (FAC) ‘Kalpeni’ was commissioned at the Southern Naval Command.

· India launched the National Green Tribunal, becoming the third nation to have a special court for environmental issues. The former Supreme Court judge, Lokeshwar Singh Panta, will be its chairperson. To begin with, the tribunal will have four regional benches. 

· Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) honours its founder Education Minister K.C. Pant, who piloted the IGNOU Bill in 1985 and all the former Vice-Chancellors in a special silver jubilee felicitation function in New Delhi.

· Justice Dharam Veer Sharma, one of the three judges in the Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court which delivered verdict in the Babri Masjid title suit, demits office.

· President Pratibha Patil presents the prestigious Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award for Excellence in Public Administration, Academia and Management to Aruna Roy, social and political activist, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.

· As per the data released in New Delhi, India’s exports continued to surge for the tenth successive month growing by 22.5 per cent to $16.64 billion in August as compared to the same period in 2009.

· K. Vijay Kumar, Director, Sarda Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy, Hyderabad, is announced to be the new Directed General of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) headquartered in New Delhi.

· The Jharkhand government starts 4,500 schemes under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act.

· The Director General of the Indian Coast Guard, Vice Admiral Anil Chopra, formally commissions the Coast Guard station at Veraval in the Sourashtra coast of Gujarat.

· Prince Charles declares the 19th Commonwealth Games open at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi.

· Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Murli Deora and Commerce Minister Anand Sharma separately announce cash rewards for Indian medal winners in the Commonwealth Games.

· The headquarters of the Rs. 1,200-crore India based Neutrino Observatory (INO) project, coming up in Theni district in the Western Ghats, is announced to be set up in Madurai.

· The Centre selects five members - Sukanya Bharatram, Dinesh Laroia, Yogesh Dube, Vinod Kumar Tikoo and Dipa Dixit - for the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR).

· Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister P.K. Dhumal announces that Dharamsala, the winter seat of the State Government, in Kangra district would be developed as a sports city.

· DLF Chairman K.P. Singh is conferred with the decoration of Officer of the Order of St. Charles by Prince Albert II of Monaco in New Delhi.

· The Planning Commission launches a website to elicit suggestions on the ‘Approach Paper’ to the XII Plan (2012-17) so as to make the final document more inclusive and effective.

· The Union Cabinet approves a bill providing for a mechanism to deal with complaints against judges of the High Courts and the Supreme Court.

· The Centre embarks on a two-pronged strategy allowing disinvestment of 10 per cent of its stake in Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) and allowing it to raise additional equity of like quantum.

· The Securities and Exchange Board of India streamlines the norms for charging of fees by portfolio managers, a move that will check the practice of levying arbitrarily by them.

· The Central Government decides that there will be no anchor investors for the initial public offer of Coal India Ltd (CIL).

· A. R. Rahman and the Ramakrishna Mission Ashram, located in Chhattisgarh’s Narainpur, jointly win the 25th Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for the year 2009 for their services promoting and preserving national integration.

· President Pratibha Patil clears the name of eminent space scientist K. Kasturirangan as her nominee to chair the search committee for selection of the Vice-Chancellor for the Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi.

· The Central Government approves the restructuring of the board of Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) paving the way for major changes including paring the size and dropping the chiefs of the plants form the board.

· A newly developed town on the North-Eastern fringe of the city is renamed after veteran Communist leader Jyoti Basu.

· The Enforcement Directorate issues a Blue Notice against the former Indian Premier League chairman Lalit Modi, in its probe into the finances of the T20 cricket tournament.

· India summons New Zealand High Commissioner Rupert Holborow and issues a “strong demarche,” demanding “demonstrable action” against an Auckland-based TV anchor for making insensitive and racist remarks against Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit.

· Film director and writer Prabhakar Bhalji Pendharkar passes away in Pune.

· B. Raghavan is elected President of Hindustan Chamber of Commerce for 2010-11.

· Rahul Mehrotra, an architect from Mumbai is recruited by Harvard University as Professor of Urban Design and Planning.

· A $1-billion fund to facilitate innovations for inclusive economic growth in India is proposed at the meeting of the National Innovation Council in New Delhi.

· Union Human Resource Development Ministry announces free education for students who win medals for India in the ongoing Commonwealth Games.  

· The Centre allows a revision in the project cost of the Sardar Sarovar Project (Narmada dam) to Rs. 39,240. 45 crore from Rs. 6,406 crore (1986-87 prices) despite non-compliance by the Gujarat government in several aspects of the dam project.

· Department of Defence Research and Development (DRDO) Secretary V. K. Saraswat announces that Agni II Plus, a modified version of the Agni II strategic missile will be launched in 2011.

· The United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) drops the references to Jammu and Kashmir and Arunachal Pradesh as “Independent entities” in its 2010 report.

· Four Indian naval ships—INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Tarangini and ICGS Varuna – arrive in Sri Lanka for training and exercise with the Sri Lankan Navy.

· As per the official data released by the Ministry of Agriculture, the area under rice cultivation this kharif season has gone up by 6.4 per cent.

· India and Japan end the second round of talks on a civil nuclear agreement with both sides stating their positions and deciding to hold another round.

· Baldev Raj, Director, Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Energy (IGCAR) Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu, is elected president of the International Institute of Welding (IIW) for three years from 2011 to 2014.

· Eminent writer, historian and columnist Khushwant Singh is conferred the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship in New Delhi, an honour reserved for the “immortals of literature”.

· The reconstituted IPL Governing Council terminates the franchise agreements with Jaipur IPL Cricket Pvt. Ltd. (Rajasthan Royals) and K.P.H. Dream Cricket Pvt. Ltd. (Kings XI Punjab).

· Gulzar, poet, lyricist and filmmaker receives the South Asian Cinema Foundation’s life time achievement award at the Nehru Centre for excellence in cinema in London.

· The ‘cold desert’ of Leh enters the Guinness Book of World Records after 50,300 saplings are planted at a village there in less than an hour by 9,000 volunteers under a drive supported by Buddhist monks to mark the ‘green’ Commonwealth Games in Delhi.

· Defence ministers from India and 17 other countries including China and the United States meet in Hanoi to explore new avenues of security related cooperation.

· India, affirms “strong commitment” to the “new initiative” of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for “peace and stability” in the Asia-Pacific region.

· India is ranked 67, much lower than neighbouring China, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nepal in the 2010 Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report released by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), a United States based policy think tank.

· Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee wins the 2010 Finance Minister of the Year for Asia award from ‘Emerging Markets’, the daily newspaper of record for the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

· India is elected as a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council with an overwhelming number of countries endorsing its sole candidature from the Asian group.

· Priti Kumari becomes Western Railway’s (WR’s) first motor woman.

· The Union Cabinet approves the takeover of the Bengal Engineering and Science University (BESU) at Shibpur in West Bengal for converting it into an Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology (IIEST).

· Renowned music composer Ilayaraja is conferred the coveted Akshaya Samman instituted by Akshaya Mohanty Foundation in memory of the legendary Oriya singer, lyricist and composer Akshaya Mohanty in Bhubaneshwar.

· Mani Shankar Aiyar is made an Honorary Fellow of Trinity Hall, Cambridge University becoming the first south Asian in more than 50 years to be thus honoured.

· India and Scotland sign four memorandums of understanding to strengthen ties between their educational institutions.

· The government appoints the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor as the head of a sub-committee of the body being set up to maintain financial stability.

· As per the official data on the Index of Industrial Production released in New Delhi, growth in industrial production plummeted to 5.6 per cent in August - the lowest in 15 months.

· V. R. Krishna Iyer former Supreme Court judge receives the Degree of Doctor of Laws awarded by the National University of Advanced Legal Studies (NUALS) from the former President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam in Kochi.

· The Centre names three interlocutors - noted journalist Dilip Padgaonkar, Information Commissioner M. M. Ansari and Delhi Policy Group trustee Radha Kumar - to hold a sustained dialogue with all sections of people in Jammu and Kashmir.

· India and Vietnam decide to extend the frontiers of their defence related cooperation during defence Minister A. K. Anthony’s visit to Hanoi, with Delhi agreeing to expand assistance to Hanoi in its ongoing military modernisation.

· The Union government constitutes two Special Task Forces (STF) under planning Commission members Abhijit Sen and Narendra Jadhav respectively for examining the development needs of the Jammu and Ladakh regions and make suitable recommendations.

· The 2010 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize is awarded to Wei Zhang, a Benjamin Pierce Instructor at the Department of Mathematics, Harvard University, United States.

· Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono is announced to be the chief guest at the 2011 Republic Day parade in Delhi.

· Recording the highest single day rise in five months, the 30-share Bombay Stock Exchange index, Sensex, shoots up by 484.54 points or 2.4 per cent to close at 20687.88 another 33-month high since January 2008.

· The indigenous Water Jet Fast Attack Craft (FAC), INS Kalpeni, is commissioned by Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court Jasti Chelameswar at a formal ceremony held at the Navy’s Southern Naval Command in Kochi.

· After a gap of three years, India and Russia commence ‘Indira 2010’, a 10-day joint anti–terrorism exercise in the picturesque setting of Uttarkhand’s Ranikhet district.

· Decks are cleared for two off-campus centres of Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) in West Bengal and Kerala after President Pratibha Patil gives her approval for their establishment.

· The Reserve Bank of India sells all its holding in the National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) amounting to Rs. 1,430 crore to the Central Government.

· The Centre appoints a high-level committee headed by the former Comptroller and Auditor General V.K. Shungloo, to look into “all aspects of organising and conducting” the Commonwealth Games.

· The Tata Group gives a whopping $50 million to the Harvard Business School in Boston to fund a new academic and residential building on its campus - the largest gift received by the institute from an international donor in its 102 year old history.

· India kicks off the IX round of auctioning under the New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) offering 34 oil and gas blocks, including eight deep water ones, sans tax exemptions to investors.

· The Reserve Bank of India announces constitution of a sub-committee to look into the functioning of micro finance institutions (MFLs) as they have drawn flak for using strong-arm tactics to recover loans.

· Eminent Tamil poet and writer Soundara Kailasam expires in Chennai.

· Rustom 1, a medium-altitude and long endurance Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) developed by the Bangalore based Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE) is successfully test flown in Bangalore.

· The Bharat Diamond Bourse (BDB), the world’s largest, is inaugurated in Mumbai by Union Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma.

· The Punjab Government gives green signal to a programme for developing the vocational skills of 10 lakh young people in next 10 years, to make them employable in upcoming Industry as well as in tertiary, retail and financial sectors.

· Nippon Pipe India Private Limited of the Nippon group announces to set up a steel tube components project for automobiles and motorcycles in the Japanese Zone at Majrakath in Neemrana in Rajasthan – the first such project by a Nippon subsidiary in India.

· The Jammu and Kashmir police achieves a major success by arresting Massarat Alam Bhat, the most wanted separatist leader in Kashmir.

· The Union Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) accords both environmental and forest clearance for locating the Neutrino Observatory project in the Bodi West Hills (BWH) in Theni district also in Tamil Nadu.

· The country’s first disaster response base of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) anchored on the banks of the Brahmaputra is inaugurated by the NDRF Director General Rajeev at Guwahati.

· A joint exercise by the Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Royal Air Force (RAF) of the United Kingdom named “Indradhanush” begins at the Kaalaikunda Air Force station in West Bengal’s Paschim-Medinipur district.

· The Bilateral Investment Promotion and Projection Agreement (BIPA) between India and Sudan comes into effect with the Exchange of Instruments of Ratification (IoR) between the two countries.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh inaugurates the 21st general meeting of the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) in Hyderabad.

· India launches the National Green tribunal in New Delhi with the former Supreme Court Judge Lokeshwar Singh Panta as its Chairperson, becoming the third nation to have a special court for environmental issues.

· The Madhya Pradesh Government approves a new industrial policy that lays emphasis on providing jobs to locals and foreign investments besides identifying barren forest and non-agriculture land to set up units.

· A reciprocal social security agreement (SSA) and protocol that will benefit a huge number of Indians - particularly those working in the fields of Information Technology, medicine and finance - is signed in Seoul.

· As per the latest data, Direct tax collections surged by 19 per cent to Rs. 1.82 lakh crore in the first hall of 2010-11 as compared to the same period in the previous fiscal.

· The Union Cabinet approves yet another version of the controversial Enemy Property Bill to replace the ordinance that lapsed on September 6. 2010.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh presents the Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar Award for 2009 and 2010 in New Delhi.

· The Centre announces a modest hike of Rs. 20 per quintal in the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of wheat to be procured  from farmers for the Targeted Public Distribution System.

· The Union Cabinet approves additional amendments to the Seeds Bill 2004.

· The Union Cabinet approves the proposal to declare the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore, as an institute of national importance.

· Number crunches at the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) in Kolkata join the world in celebrating the first World Statistics Day.

· The Folkland, International Centre for Folklore and Culture at Elembachi in the district received accreditation from UNESCO to provide advisory services to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee.

· Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot lays the foundation stones for a plant for cleaning of the Chambal river water to be installed at a cost of Rs. 149.59 crore under the National River Conservation Project as well as for three other projects in Kota.

· To improve maternal and child health, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approves the Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY) on a pilot basis in 52 districts in the Five Year Plan.

· The third World Congress of Paediatric Surgery commences in Delhi to share new scientific ideas with the paediatric surgical fraternity from across the world.

· The Supreme Court holds that if a man keeps a woman, this relationship will not be in the nature of marriage for her to claim the benefit of live-in to get maintenance under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence (PWDV) Act, 2005.

· The Haryana Government decides to institute Haryana Sanskrit Gaurav Puraskar for Sanskrit literateurs from 2011.

· President Pratibha Patil presents the Best Actor Award to Amitabh Bachchan at the National Film Awards 2009 presentation ceremony at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi.

· The Centre declares elephant a national heritage animal to step up measures for their protection.

· With the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) continuing at 2.8 per cent, the Union Health and Family Welfare Minister pushes back the target date for achieving population stabilisation to 2070 from 2045 stipulated in the National Population Policy (NPP) 2000.

· Industry Department data reveal that foreign direct investment (FDI) dipped by almost 60 per cent to $1.33 billion in August 2010 from $3.46 billion in 2009.

· Sonia Gandhi-led National Advisory Council (NAC) gets a consensus on a universal food security system with legal guarantees expanding the concept of below the poverty line (BPL) - PDS beneficiaries virtually doubling their number to 75 per cent of the population.

· K. E. Eapen, a pioneer in journalism and communication education in the country, passes away in Bangalore.

· The Supreme Court issues notice to all the States on an application filed by the Medical Council of India on its proposal to introduce a common nationwide eligibility and entrance test for MBBS and postgraduate medical courses from 2011-12.

· India improves its rank by three notches to the 8th position in the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as the group of 20 nations (G-20) decides to increase the quota of emerging markets in the multi-lateral lending agency by over 6 per cent.

· India decides to export 5 lakh tonnes of rice and wheat to Bangladesh despite ban on outward shipments of the food-grains.

· India and Bangladesh sign $ 1 billion Line of Credit agreement and some important pacts for power transmission in New Delhi.

· The Narmada Bachao Andolan completes 25 years.

· The World Bank asks the Rajasthan Government to prepare proposals seeking financial assistance for 15 affordable housing schemes to be launched shortly in seven towns of the State.

· The summit-level meeting between Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his Japanese counterpart Naoto Kan in Tokyo sees both countries deciding to expand their bilateral ties into the area of rare earth minerals, some hitherto unexplored areas in defence, and transport and industrial corridors in south India.

· The high-level Shunglu committee set up by the Centre to look into the conduct of the Commonwealth Games is announced to have a much broader mandate, going beyond allegations of corruption and misappropriation of funds.

· The Infosys Science Foundation, established by Infosys Technologies Ltd., announces the winners in the five categories of the Infosys Prize 2010.

· Swiss Ambassador to India Philippe Welti presents the Swiss Ambassador’s Award-2010 to seasoned film maker Yash Chopra in recognition of his rich contribution to Indo Swiss friendship at a special function at the Swiss Embassy in New Delhi.

· The Securities and Exchange Board of India decides to increase the maximum application size for retail individual investors to Rs. 2 lakh across all issues.

· As per the latest data released in New Delhi, exports registered a jump of 23.2 per cent at $ 18.02 billion in September 2010 compared to the same month in 2009.

· The Supreme Court lifts the stay on pronouncement of verdicts in eight of the nine Godhra and post-Godhra riots cases of 2002.

· Union Minister for New and Renewable Energy Farooq Abdullah announces that 10,000 remote villages across the country would be electrified with renewable energy sources by March 2012.

· India falls three places to 87th in Transparency International’s latest Corruption Perceptions Index.

· Indian Ambassador to Austria and Resident Representative to the IAEA Dinkar Khullar sign the Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage at the International Atomic Energy headquarters in Vienna.

· India and Malaysia sign six pacts with the accord for implementing the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) from July 1, 2011 being the centrepiece.

· V. K. Shunglu who heads the two-member high-level committee set up to probe the alleged financial irregularities in the Commonwealth Games (CWG), is given the status of a Supreme Court Judge.

· Lieutenant General S. Ravi Shankar takes over as Director-General Border Roads.

· The West Bengal Cabinet approves the Draft bill of West Bengal Urban Hawkers Policy, on the lines of the National Vendor Policy 2009 which incorporates issues raised by various organisations and trade unions.

· The Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur and the Indian Institute of Management, Kozhikhode enters into a partnership with the Yale University for academic contributions in social development.

· Indian poultry giant Venkateshwara Hatcheries (VH) acquires English Premier League (EPL) football club, Blackburn Rovers, becoming the first Indian group to own any EPL team.

· Vice-President Hamid Ansari gives away the prestigious Paul H. Appleby Award for distinguished service to public administration for 2010 to Jaipur based academician and management expert Ramesh K. Arora in New Delhi.

· Judge Stephen M. Schwebel, former President of the International Court of Justice is announced to head the Court of Arbitration being constituted to resolve the Kishanganga hydroelectric project dispute between India and Pakistan.

· Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launches ‘Sambhab’ in Bhubaneshwar - a pilot project that seeks to convert cyclone shelters into communication hubs to warn about cyclone and tsunami in advance and help in disaster management.

· The Karnataka government chooses 159 people for its prestigious annual Karnataka Rajyotsava Award in 25 categories for 2009 and 2010.

· Union Minister for Labour and Employment Mallikarjuna Kharge presents the National Safety Council of India (NSCI) Safety Awards for 2009 in Mumbai, instituted to promote occupational safety, health and welfare for labourers in the industrial setup.

· Professor Hermann Kulke of Germany is conferred the ‘Konark Samman’ instituted by the leading cultural institution Prafulla Pathgar of Jagatsinghpur.

· The 9th Petrotech International Oil and Gas exhibition begins in New Delhi.

