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· Indian government has decided to extent visa-on-arrival facility to five ASEAN countries (Cambodia, Philippines, Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar) from January 1, 2011. India launched the VoA in January 2010 on a pilot basis for Singapore, New Zealand, Japan, Finland and Luxembourg.

· Two blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus), the largest mammals on Earth, were recently spotted off the Mangalore coast during a marine survey carried out by the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), Kochi. 

· Now, the six recognised national parties in India are the Congress, the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Communist Party of India (CPI), the CPI (M), the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Nationalist Congress Party.

· Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), which was earlier considered a national party, will henceforth be only a recognised State level party in Bihar, Jharkhand and Manipur.

· Gujarat’s agricultural growth – is three times higher than the national average, despite it being a drought-prone State, is due to construction of a series of check-dams, village bunds and other water conservation methods had largely contributed to achieving the goal. 

· In the largest act of philanthropy by an Indian, Wipro Chairman Azim Premji makes a pledge to give about Rs. 8,884 crore ($ 2 billion) to improve school education in India.

· With the government-Opposition standoff over a joint parliamentary committee probe into the 2G spectrum scam entering its 14th day, supplementary demand for grants amounting to spending of Rs. 45, 000 crore are passed without debate by Lok Sabha amid noisy disruptions.

· Design guru Dasrath Patel, who helped found the National Institute of Design, passes away at the age of 83.

· Bengali filmmaker Gautam Ghosh’s film Moner Manush (The Quest) bags the coveted Golden Peacock Award for the Best Film at the 41st International Film Festival of India 2010 in Panaji. The 11-day festival concludes with the screening of the French film The Princess of Montpensier.

· The Block II version of India’s supersonic cruise missile, BrahMos is successfully flight-tested from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Orissa.

· A Supreme Court appointed Special Investigation Team (SIT) clears Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi of the change that he failed to discharge his constitutional duty to intervene swiftly and stop the communal riots that engulfed the state in 2002.

· While inaugurating Bancon 2010 conference in Mumbai, Reserve Bank of India Governor, D Subbarao says there is a strong case for reviewing all the various legislations governing the banking sector and recasting them for a number of reasons.

· French President Nicolas Sarkozy arrives in Bangalore with his wife Carla Bruni on a four-day visit to India.

· On the 25th anniversary of the Bhopal gas tragedy, the Union Government files a petition seeking revision of the 1989 Supreme Court judgement and seeks upto Rs. 7,844 crore as additional compensation.

· During his first stopover on his four-day visit to India in Bangalore, French President Nicolas Sarkozy calls for a permanent seat for Indian Space Research Organisation, where he arrives with his wife Carla Bruni.

· The Jaipur City Transport Services Limited bags the prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission Urban Mobility Award-2010 for new technological applications and innovations.

· India and France sign seven agreements, including five in the area of nuclear energy to pave the way for more intensive cooperation in this sector during the visit of French President Nicolas Sarkozy to India. Both countries resolve to double bilateral trade to euro 12 billion.

· Divakar Sastri, eminent educationist and son of the first Chief Minister of Rajasthan, the late Heralal Sastri , passes away at the age of 78.

· Tirumalai Echambadi Srivnivasan, a cricketer from Tamil Nadu, passes away at the age of 60.

· Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary Neera Yadav and Flex Industries chairman and managing director Ashok Chaturvedi are sentenced to four year imprisonment by a special CBI court in Ghaziabad for their involvement in the Noida land scam.

· President Pratibha Devisingh Patil presents the BDTV Green Award to film star John Abraham in the Best Green Ambassador category. The Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to Veer Bhadra Mishra and special jury award is given to RTI activist Amit Jethwa posthumously.

· French President Nicolas Sarkozy honours two Indians – M. Devendra Bharma, executive vice president of Hotel Oberoi Trident and M. Karambir Kang, former director-general of Hotel Taj Mahal-with ‘d’ Officier del’ Ordre national du Merite in Mumbai.

· French Minister of Economic, Finance and Industry Christine Legarde confers the Chevalier de l’ordre de Legion d’ Honneur on (Knight in the order of the Legion of Honour) HDFC chairman Deepak Parekh at a CII conference in Mumbai.

· After registering a case in the multi-crore 2G spectrum scam on October 21, 2009, the Central Bureau of Investigation searches the Delhi and Chennai residences of the former Communications and Information Technology Minister, A. Raja.

· The mobile technology-based vigilance system Vig-eye (Vigilance Eye) is launched by the Central Vigilance Commission in New Delhi.

· R K. Singh takes over as the new Chairman and Managing Director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (BPCL).

· The last of India’s Foxtrot-class submarines, INS Vagli retires after 36 years of operational service.

· The President Patibha Devisingh Patil gives her assent for a Supreme Court inquiry into charges of financial mismanagement against Prasar Bharti Chief Executive Officer B.S. Lalli.

· Israeli Ambassador to India Mark Sofer launches a new Indo-Israeli centre of agricultural excellence in Bassi, Jaipur

· The New Crusading Guide, a daily newspaper from Ghana in West Africa wins the Rajasthan Patrika Group’s K C Kulish International Award for Excellence in Print Media Journalism 2009.

· Hridyananda Agarwala, a noted film director of Assam passes away at the age of 93.

· India and the 27-member European Union in Brussels agree to strengthen cooperation on a wide range of issues, including counter terrorism, a new initiative to improve cultural ties and legal agreements on extradition.

· The maiden launch of the Agni-II Prime missile from the Wheeler Island, on the Orissa coast plunges into the Bay of Bengal following a deviation in its trajectory.

· India summons the United States Deputv Chief of Mission, Donald Lu, following the pat-down incident at a Mississippi airport involving Ambassador to the United States Meera Shankar on December 4, 2010.

· Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and German Chancellor Angelo Merkel discuss the possibility of entering into bilateral cooperation in civil nuclear energy in Berlin.

· Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Vijit, the second in the series of 90-metre offshore Patrol Vessels is commissioned at Goa.

· Veteran Kannada film director B S Ranga passes away in Chennai at the age of 93.

· Both Houses of Parliament are adjourned sine die, ending the winter session that is proved to be a washout due to the deadlock between the government and the Opposition over the issue of a joint parliamentary committee (JPC) probe into the 2G spectrum scam.

· Satyanand Mishra one of the six information Commissioners and IAS officer of the 1973 batch is selected to be the next Chief Information Commissioner.

· Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dixit inaugurates the country’s first Water and Wastewater Gallery at the National Science centre in New Delhi.

· Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao tells a gathering of top business leaders in New Delhi that India and China are partners for cooperation and not rivals in competition. Mr Wen arrives on a three-day visit to India.

· The first five-day Indo Pakistan Expo begins in Jaipur.

· India and China reiterate their desire to cooperate and set an ambitious trade target of $ 100 billion by 2015 and agree to evolve a mechanism to address the stapled visa issue during the meeting of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and his Chinese counterpart Wen-Jiabao.

· The Supreme Court takes charge of the 2G spectrum scam probe being conducted by the Central Bureau of Investigation and widens its scope.

· The Reserve Bank of India reduces the Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) of scheduled commercial banks from 25 per cent to 24 per cent with effect from December 18, 2010, while announcing its mid-quarter monetary policy review.

· Fertilizer cooperative major IFFCO bags the National Energy technologies at its Phulpur unit in Uttar Pradesh.

· Socialist thinker and activist Surendra Mohan passes away at the age 84.

· The Congress at its 83rd plenary session at Burari in New Delhi alleges the idea of India that is, democracy faces its most serious challenge from the Bharatiya Janata Party and it is intent not just on shredding the secular fabric of the nation, but also on destroying the democratic institutions.

· The joint military exercise between India and Mongolia named Nomadic Elephant concludes in Belgaum.

· The former Union Minister M.P. Veerendra Kumar is among the 22 who win the 2010 Sahitya Akademi awards for the best works in literature.

· On the concluding day of the 83rd plenary session of the Congress at Burari in New Delhi, Congress President Sonia Gandhi follows up her advocacy of proactive measures to combat corruption. She also announces the launch of a Jan Jagran Abhiyan (Public Awareness Campaign) as part of which Congressmen will be required to bold at least one public meeting in each assembly constituency across the country.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Russian President Dmitry Medyedev sign 30 agreements in the civil nuclear hydrocarbons and space sector at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh releases Rs. 400 crore for the Andhra Pradesh government as advance from the National Calamity Contingency Fund to take up immediate relief and rehabilitation measures in the State affected by unprecedented rains and cyclone storms in the last few months.

· President Pratibha Patil orders the Suspension of B. S. Lalli, Chief Executive Officer of Prasar Bharati, on charges of irregularities in the country’s largest public broadcaster.

· The biggest defence programme in India’s history, the contract for the preliminary design of the Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft (FGFA) - is signed between Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and Russia’s Rosobor-onexport and Sukhoi in New Delhi.

· India and Russia sign an agreement to share high precision signals from the Global Navigation Satellite System (GLONASS) for defence as well as civilian use.

· State run ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) ink an agreement with Russia’s largest diversified financial corporation Sistema to barter its stake in its Russian unit Imperial Energy for acquiring a 25-30 percent interest in Sistema owned JSC Bashneft.

· By referring to “states possessing nuclear weapons” in his joint statement with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Russian President Dmitri Medvedev becomes the third leader of the P-5 to acknowledge the importance of transcending the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty’s definition of a “nuclear weapons state” in the push for universal disarmament.

· Professor Wei Zhang, a Benjamin Pierce Instructor at the Department of Mathematics, Harvard University, receives the SASTRA-Ramanujan Award in Kumbakonam, instituted by the Shanmugha Arts Science Technology and Research Academy (SASTRA) University.

· Eminent cardiologist M.S. Valiathan is appointed National Research Professor for the second term.

· Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee estimates the private sector chipping in with $500 billion (about Rs. 22.50 lakh crore) for development of the infrastructure sector during the XII Plan (2012-17).

· According to Union Textile Minister Dayanidhi Maran, handicrafts exports from India recorded a healthy growth of 18.7 per cent for the eight months of the current financial year [April-November].

· The former Chief Minister of Kerala and veteran Congress leader K. Karunakaran dies in Thiruvananthapuram.

· The West Bengal Government decides to reserve 17 per cent seats in all government and government-aided colleges for students belonging to the other backward classes (OBCs).

· Australia finally tenders an unqualified apology to Indian doctor Mahamad Haneef by declaring him “innocent” in the failed case on his supposed links to a terrorism plot in Britain in 2007.

· The government allows export of 2.5 million bales of unshipped cotton out of the 5.5 million bales permitted till December 15.

· Bharti Airtel in association with China Telecom Corporation launch a new direct underground terrestrial link between India and China that would offer robust network and seamless connectivity to phone users in both countries.

· According to official data released by the Commerce Ministry, Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) declined sharply by 37.84 per cent to $ 12.40 billion during April-October 2010 as compared to $ 19.95 billion in the corresponding period in 2009.

· Tata Nano receives the world’s oldest and most coveted Good Design award for 2010, conferred annually by The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of Architecture and Design together with The European centre for Architecture Art Design and Urban Studies.

· Human rights activist Binayak Sen is pronounced guilty of criminal conspiracy to commit sedition, under Section 124 (a) read with 20 (b) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and sentenced to life imprisonment by the Raipur Court.

· Keltron signs a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Moscow-based NIS GLONASS, one of the largest public sector companies promoted by the Russian government to manufacture market and jointly promote products that draw upon the Russian satellite navigation system GLONASS.

· Gujarat, through Ahmedabad, stakes its claim to find a place in the Guinness Book of World Records by assembling 20,483 players to play chess simultaneously on one platform.

· India announces to open its trade in goods and services with Malaysia, Japan and the European Union in the first half of 2011.

· The launch of the Geo-Synchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-FOG) from Sriharikota ends in a failure, with the vehicle losing control 47 seconds after its flight breaking up into pieces and erupting into a ball of flame.

· The Chinese government’s official film production company is given its backing to “Gold Struck”, the country’s first ever home made “Bollywood” film production, a $ 10 million project that will be set in China and India.

· Veteran agricultural scientist M. S. Swaminathan is conferred the CNN-IBN Indian of the Year 2010 Lifetime Achievement Award in New Delhi for his “outstanding leadership in the field of agriculture”.

· Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee lauds public sector oil marketing companies for subsidising petroleum products even in the face of high rate of crude in the international market.

· India announces to have its own design standard, “I-Mark”, which will certify that the stamped products have been designed using ethical practices and conform to environmental norm.

· President Pratibha Patil opens a herbal garden spread over 7,000 sq metres in the Rashtrapati Nilayam, containing 116 species of medicinal and aromatic plants.

· Sanjeev Tripathi, who heads the Aviation Research Centre (ARC), is announced to be the new chief of the country’s external intelligence agency, the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW).

· The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully complete the trials of a big aerostat system developed by it.

· MV Ocean Pearl, an Indian ship, is detained at the Chittagong port after a Bangladeshi court issues an “arrest order” against it over a suit claiming Rs. 12 crore as compensation for the alleged loss of cargo.

· Civil Aviation Minister Praful Patel launches the first seaplane service in the country at the Juhu aerodrome in Mumbai and names it ‘Jal Hans’. 

· Comptroller and Auditor-General of India Vinod Rai appear before the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) to give his views on the 2G spectrum allocation scam.

· At least 17,368 Indian farmers killed themselves in 2009, the worst figure for farm suicides in six years, according to data of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).

· The Chairman and Editorial Director of Business Standard, T. N. Ninan, is elected president of the Editors Guild of India in New Delhi.

· Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC), announces to raise its stake in Pawan Hans Helicopters Limited (PHHL) from 21 per cent to 49 per cent.

· The Bombay Stock Exchange and Taqwaa Advisory and Shariah Investment Solutions (TASIS) launch the BSE TASIS Shariah 50 index.

· The Andhra Pradesh government announces to withdraw all cases filed against students during the agitations for a Telangana state and a united Andhra Pradesh.

· A banking fraud, which could run into a whopping Rs. 400 crore, is unearthed at the leading multinational lender Citibank’s Gurgaon (Haryana) branch.

· The Centre approves 27 proposals for setting up clusters with common infrastructure facilities for the micro and small units at a total cost of Rs. 73.40 crore.

· The Telecom Regularity Authority of India (TRAI) issues a consultation paper seeking views of various stakeholders for promoting manufacturing and research and development (R&D) of telecom equipment.

· The Reserve Bank of India bars companies from using the Asian Clearing Union (ACU) to process current account transactions for oil and gas imports - a decision that directly hits at Indian energy imports from Iran.

· Railway Minister Mamata Banerjee lays the foundations stone to mark the conversion of the Metro Railway at Kolkata into the 17th independent zonal railway.

· The Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-II, allocates the highest share of Krishna river waters to Andhra Pradesh but distributes the surplus water which was hitherto flowing into the State.

· The Finance Ministry declares that from June 30, 2011, 50 paise will be the minimum coin accepted in the markets as all denominations below it will cease to be legal currency.

· The Reserve Bank of India bars companies from using the Asian Clearing Union (ACU) to process current account transactions for oil and gas imports.

· The Chairman and Managing Director of Air India, Arvind Jadhav, issues the order for shifting of the headquarters of Air India Express from Mumbai to Kerala.

· Eminent civil rights activist and prominent lawyer K.G. Kannabiran passes away in Hyderabad.

· The Central Government approves the infusion of Rs. 1,200 crore as equity in Air India Limited and directs the management of the public sector carrier to work towards rationalisation of its wage structure.

· The Central Government announces advancement of disinvestment in Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) to March 2011 and pushing the IOC stake sale to next fiscal.

· The Union Government announces allowing of fresh cotton exports of 2.5 million bales from January 11, 2011.

· India’s 50-year old research reactor CIRUS (Canada India Reactor Utility Services) is shut down permanently as per India’s commitment under its civil nuclear deal with the United States.

· Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee chairs the first meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) formed to sort out inter-regulatory issues.

