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· Defence Minister A.K. Antony laid the foundation for National Institute for Research and Development in Defence Shipbuilding (NIRDESH) at Chaliyam in Kozhikode, Kerala.

· NIRDESH is India’s first R&D center for Warship. NIRDESH will be an autonomous body under Department of Defence Production and funded by Ministry of Defence. The institute will also receive funds from the four Defence Shipyards. Union Defence Minister is the president of the board of Governors of NIRDESH.

· FedEX, a subsidiary of world’s largest express cargo company FedEX Corp, announced the launch of its direct services from India to China. 

· Three major marine organis, Deep Sea Smoky Batfish, Grooved Razor fish and Frog Crab, have been re-recorded from Indian waters after a gap of over a century. Cruises on board ocean research vessel ‘Sagar Sampda’ in the Bay of Bengal yielded the species. 

· On the welfare of workers emigrating from India, India has signed Social Security Agreements with 12 countries and finalized the Labour Mobility Partnerships with two others. Indian government is also negotiating a generic arrangement with the European Union. 

· The Planning Commission has decided to disown the Integrated Action Plan (IAP) for Selected Tribal and Backward Districts that it authored and was approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) – in a vastly amended form – in November 2010.

· The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) violations in all States and Union Territories should be identified by June, 2011.

· Acceding to the demands of the fishing community, Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) agrees to drop or modify many provisions of the draft Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 2010 notifications.

· The Union Home Ministry winds up the Committee, headed by the former Supreme Court Judge, Justice B.N. Srikrishna, which submitted its report to the Centre after studying the demands of a “Separate Telangana” and “united Andhra Pradesh”.

· Dinesh M. Gupta is announced to take over as the Director-General and Chairman of the Ordnance Factory Board, Kolkata, a Defence Ministry unit.

· Air Marshal N.A.K. Browne takes over as the new Vice-Chief of the Indian Air Force in New Delhi.

· Air Marshall D.C. Kumaria takes over as the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Air Command (WAC).

· The former Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Baliram Bhagat, passes away in New Delhi.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, inaugurating the 98th Indian Science Congress at Kattankulathur, near Chennai, cautions the nation against tendencies, of putting the products of science to illiberal uses.

· The Prasar Bharati Board gains more control of the public broadcaster by setting up five committees - each including a Board representative - to supervise the functioning and help the institution formulate a future vision for itself.

· State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and GAIL India (GAIL) reach a landmark agreement to ensure mutual business growth in the areas of natural gas as well as petrochemicals.

· As per the data released by the Commerce and Industry Ministry in New Delhi, exports registered a healthy growth of 26.5 per cent during November 2010 at $ 18.8 billion, with imports rising by 11.2 per cent to $27.7 billion, leaving a trade gap of $8.9 billion.

· The Union Cabinet gives its approval to NTPC to float global tender for purchase of power equipment worth Rs. 18,000 crore for its future and upcoming projects,

· Vikram Pandit, Indian-born global CEO of Citibank, and its chairman William R Rhodes are named in a first information report (FIR) filed with the police accusing the bank of cheating and a criminal breach of trust in connection with the Rs. 300-crore fraud in Gurgaon.

· India announces an extension of the ban on milk and milk products from China for another year.

· N. Ravichandran, Chief Executive Officer of Lucas-TVS, is elected to the rank of Academician by the International Academy for Quality (IAQ), becoming the second Indian and 58th in the world to be elected for this position.

· The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announces plans to implement the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) to provide India and neighbouring countries with the Position Navigation and Timing (PNT) service.

· The UPA Government decides to put on hold the ‘decontrol of area’ prices and instead to assign the job of freeing the ‘sensitive fertilizer’ to a Committee of Secretaries (CoS) to work out the issue.

· FedEx Express, a subsidiary of world’s largest express cargo company FedEx Crop, announces the launch of its direct services from India to China, giving a further boost to trade ties between the two countries.

· The Ministry of Rural Development issues the notification for increasing the wages of over five-crore workers under the scheme of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act workers across the country from 17 to 30 per cent.

· The Supreme Court upholds the judgement of the Kerala High Court prohibiting public meetings by the roadside in the State.

· The Centre approves the enhanced cost of the funding for the Special Plan for Bihar under the Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF) amounting to Rs. 3,468 crore.

· G. Srinivasan, Chairman and Managing Director, United India Insurance receives the ‘Icon of the year’ award from the Institute of Cost and Works Accountants of India at the 52nd National Cost Convention 2011 held in Chennai.

· The Reserve Bank of India gives banks another six months till June 30, 2011 to adopt the new method for computing base rate - below which lenders are not allowed to extend loans.

· The Union Cabinet approves an amended Power Tariff Policy, which mandates States to have solar energy as 3 per cent of their total power purchases by 2022.

· The Union government sets up a Group of Ministers (GoM), headed by Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, to examine the problem of paid news and suggest policy measures to combat it.

· The Defence Ministry effects a subtle but significant shift in the Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2011, enlarging the ambit of the offset policy by including civil aerospace, internal security and bringing training in the list of eligible products and services.

· Indian Bank is conferred with the Skoch Financial Inclusion Award 2011 for “SHG Initiatives - Urban Financial Inclusion” in Chennai.

· Tata Steel inks a joint venture agreement with Nippon Steel for setting up a Rs. 2,300 crore specially steelmaking line having a capacity of six lakh tonnes annually at Jamshedpur to cater to the domestic auto sector.

· India and Sri Lanka sign a MoU towards resuming the passenger ship liner service from Tuticorin to Colombo, the route of the Kappalottiya Tamizhan (the Tamil helmsman), V.O. Chidambaram Pillai.

· A crack in a pipeline of the Indian Oil Corporation causes the death of hundreds of fishes in nearby water bodies, about 1.5 km from company’s storage point at Paradip.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announces the merging of the Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) and the People of Indian Origin (PIO) cards to facilitate visa-free travel to India, rights of residency and participation in business and educational activities in the country.

· As per data released in New Delhi, India’s exports in December 2010 went up by an impressive 36.4 per cent to $ 22.5 billion, highest in 33 months, while imports contracted by 11.1 per cent to $25.1 billion. 

9
MSV Al Musa, an Indian dhow with 14 Indian crewmembers on board, is hijacked by Somali pirates off the coast of Oman.

· The Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas concludes in New Delhi.

· President Pratibha Patil presents the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 2011 to Sri Lankan industrialist Mano Selvanathan at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in New Delhi.

10
The Supreme Court, monitoring the investigation in the 2G spectrum scam, issues notice to the Centre on a petition seeking a direction to cancel the licences allegedly issued illegally during the tenure of the former Communications Minister, A. Raja.

· Pakistan officially asks India for a progress report on investigations into the Samjhauta Express blasts, in which 42 Pakistanis were among those killed.

· Agricultural scientist K.V. Raman is awarded the prestigious Bharat Jyoti Award of the India International Friendship Society for his contributions to science, technology and development.

· Baldev Raj, Director of the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR) in Kalpakkam is elected president of the Indian National Academy of Engineering (INAE).

· Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) ‘Tejas’ moves closer towards its induction into the Indian Air Force, with Union Defence Minister A.K. Antony handing over the Certificate of Release to Service’ to the Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marchal P.V. Naik, in Bangalore.

11
The editor of The Lancet, Richard Horton, apologies for naming an antibiotic-resistant super-bug after New Delhi.

· The joint venture of Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) inaugurates the country’s first private sector facilities for the manufacture of supercritical boilers and turbine generators at Haziro in Surat.

· India and South Africa decide to set a target of achieving $15 billion bilateral trade by 2015.

· The Securities and Exchange Board of India decides to permit stock exchanges to introduce derivative contracts (futures and options) on foreign stock indices in the equity derivatives segment.

· Google appoints Rajan Anandan, the former Managing Director of Microsoft, as Vice-President (Sales and Operations) and Head of India region.

12
In an unusual occurrence, the senior-most serving armed services officer, Air Chief Marshal P.V. Naik, and Chief of the Army Staff General V.K. Singh appears before the Public Accounts Committee on issues relating to supply chain management of rations and Canteen Stores Department.

· The Election Commission announces by-elections to fill up six Assembly seats in five States.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announces a commemorative event to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda to be held in Chicago where the 19th century philosopher had earned accolades for his discourse on Hinduism at the Congress of World Religions in 1893.

· The 16th National Youth Festival gets off to a colourful start in Udaipur.

· Salman Khan-starrer Dabangg, the highest grosser of 2010, emerges the biggest winner at the 2010 Apsara awards in Mumbai, bagging the Best Film, Best Actor and Best Music trophies.

· Private low-cost domestic carrier IndiGo places a firm order for purchasing 180 single-aisle Airbus A320 passenger jetliners, making it the largest single order for such a large number of jets in commercial aviation history.

· According to the IIP (index of industrial production) data released in New Delhi, industrial growth nosedived to a dismal 2.7 per cent in November 2010 from a robust and identical 11.3 per cent expansion notched up during the same month in 2009.

13
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh sets up an inter-ministerial group under the Chief economic Adviser to the Finance Ministry to review the inflation situation with particular reference to primary food articles.

· The Centre unveils India’s first-ever policy aimed at achieving self-reliance in design, development and production of defence equipment, weapons systems and platforms.

· China makes it clear that it would not issue visa to any official from Arunachal Pradesh, which it claims is part of its territory, and will continue to issue stapled visas to non-officials from that State.

· The Union government permits carriage of video calls on 3G mobile networks subject to an undertaking by the operators that they would provide interception capability by July 31.

· The government approves 19 foreign direct investment (FDI) proposals entailing a total inflow of about Rs. 4,340.77 crore, the bulk of which is accounted for by Tata Steel and Future Ventures.

· In a significant step toward market entry in India, U.S.-based Starbucks Coffee Company signs a non-binding memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Tata Coffee, one of the region’s leading provides of premium Arabica coffee beans.

14
Over 55 people are killed at Pulmedu near Vandiperiyar in Kerala’s district, the climatic day of the Sabarimala pilgrimage season, in a series of tragic incidents.

· India and World Bank sign an agreement through which the latter will provide a credit of $255 million for the first phase of the national programme to mitigate the impact of cyclones.

· The government announces to reduce the strength of the security forces deployed in Jammu and Kashmir by 25 per cent as a confidence building measure.

· Qatar agrees to increase supply of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to meet India’s requirements and also facilitate participation of Indian companies in the oil and gas sector.

· India Meteorological Department declares 2010 as the warmest year since 1901.

· The British Council announces the appointment of Rob Lynes as Director of the British Council in India.

· The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) bars Anil Ambani-led Reliance Infra and RNRL from investing in the secondary market till 2012, besides imposing a charge of Rs. 50 crore for settling a probe into alleged unfair market dealings by the two firms.

15
A six-day business fair, “Printpack India-2011”, highlighting the growth story of the country’s graphic arts industry, opens at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.

· Motilal Banarsidass Publishers (MLBD) and Bharat Soka Gakkai confer the first MLBD Indology Award on Soka Gakki International president Daisaku Ikeda in New Delhi.

· A ten-day cultural extravaganza, Jaipur Heritage International Festival which incorporates the Pink City’s historic sites and cultural hubs of the yesteryears as venues, starts.

16
Taking a strong stand against the construction of the 31-storey Adarsh Cooperative Housing Society (ACHS) building in Mumbai, the Ministry of Environment and Forests orders its demolition, saying it had no authorisation and clearance.

· Taking serious note of the accusation against senior Indian diplomat, Anil Verma, of assaulting his wife, the Ministry of External Affairs transfers him back to New Delhi from London.

· Music composer A.R. Rahman bags the best original song trophy at the 16th Critics Choice Awards for his number “If I Rise” in Danny Boyle’s film 127 Hours.

· Celebrated actor Gita De, popular for playing character roles in nearly 200 Bengali films and dramas, dies in Kolkata.

17
Twenty-three children - nine girls and 14 boys - are selected for the National Bravery Awards-2010.

· Union Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar inaugurates a new Centre of Excellence for Vegetables, set up in collaboration with Israel, at Gharaunda in Karnal district.

· As part of its skill development agenda, the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) adopts 43 government industrial training institutes (ITIs) in Rajasthan to convert them into the centres of excellence.

· Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy Admiral Vladimir Sergeevich Vysotskiy arrives in New Delhi on a three-day visit.

18
The Supreme Court directs the Karnataka government to implement the Bangalore-Mysore Infrastructure Corridor Project in terms of its 2006 judgement before any other issue is taken up for consideration.

· Amar Ujala Publications announces appointment of Rajul Maheshwari as the new Managing Director of the company.

· Haryana Governor Jagannath Pahadia administers the oath of office to Justice Pritam Pal (Retd), as the State’s new Lokayukta at a ceremony in the Haryana Raj Bhavan in Chandigarh.

· In what is claimed to be a strategic move, TVS Logistics Services Ltd. (TVS LSL) acquires closely-held Michigan-based Manufacturers Equipment & Supply Company (MESCO), buys out the joint venture partner in TVS America and sets up a holding company in the U.S.

19
In a minor expansion of his Council of Ministers, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh introduces three new faces, upgrades five Ministers and shuffles the rest of the pack.

· Describing black money stashed away abroad by Indians as “pure and simple theft of national money,” the Supreme Court questions the Centre’s approach to tackling this menace and retrieving the huge amount kept in foreign banks.

· Groups of Kashmir Pandits come together to stage demonstrations to highlight the plight of the community on the 21st anniversary of the ‘Holocaust Day’, when thousands of them were forced to flee the Valley.

· A Swiss Parliamentary Committee gives the go-ahead to the revised tax treaty between India and Switzerland that would eventually allow the Centre to access secret Swiss bank accounts of Indian tax evaders.

· The fourth unit of the 220 MW Kaiga Generating Station (KGS-4), located in Uttar Kannada district of Karnataka, is connected to the southern power grid.

· Steel Authority of India Ltd. (SAIL) signs a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Hindustan Prefab Ltd. (HPL) for jointly exploring the techno-economic viability of carrying out the business of prefabricated structures in steel and cement.

20
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announces pan-India rollout of mobile number portability (MNP), which will allow mobile subscribers to change their service providers, within a telecom circle, while retaining their numbers.

· The Union Ministry for Health and Family Welfare sets up a six-member team to go into the death of three persons, including a doctor and a nurse in Ahmedabad, by the Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF), a virus hitherto unknown in India.

· The general council of the Sangeet Natak Akademi elects two eminent personalities from the field of performing arts - Girija Devi and Nataraja Ramakrishna - Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellows (Akademi Ratna) in New Delhi.

· Seeking to take the India-South Korea trade ties to a new level, both countries agree to set a $30 billion bilateral trade turnover target to be achieved by 2014.

21
Karnataka Governor H.R. Bhardwaj accords sanction to prosecute Chief Minister B.S. Yeddyurappa over allegations of de-notification of land acquired by the government, apart from other charges.

· The Supreme Court uploads an Orissa High Court judgement that commuted the death sentence a trial court awarded to Dara Singh to life term.

· A leak from an ONGC pipeline causes a mile-long oil spill off the Mumbai coast.

· The Reserve Bank comes out with a discussion paper suggesting that foreign banks should be incentivised to operate in India as wholly-owned subsidiaries, as against the current system of having presence through branch network.

22
The first DSC Prize for South Asian Literature goes to H.N. Naqvi’s Home Boy, a novel which captures “complex loyalties of a generation that belongs to everywhere and nowhere”.

· N. Murali, Senior Managing Director of Kasturi and Sons Limited is presented the Music Forum award for media excellence instituted by the International Foundation for the Fine Arts in Mumbai.

· Bollywood actor Aamir Khan makes it to the International jury of the 61st Berlin film festival to be held in February 2011.

23
The Planning Commission decides to disown the Integrated Action Plan (IAP) for Selected Tribal and Backward Districts that it authored.

24
Taking a tough stand, the Centre sacks Commonwealth Games Organising Committee chairman Suresh Kalmadi and his close aide Lalit Bhanot for trying to “intimidate witnesses and hamper investigations” being undertaken by the CBI into the multi-crore CWG scam.

· Pandit Bhimsen Joshi, the doyen of Hindustani classical music, breathes his last in Pune.

25
President Pratibha Patil winds up the diamond-jubilee celebrations of the Election Commission and launches the “National Voters Day” in New Delhi.

· Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Brajesh Mishra, Azim Premji, A. Nageswara Rao, Kapila Vatsyayan, Homai Vyarawalla and K. Parasaran, are among this year’s 13 Padma Vibhushan awardees.

· A.R. Rahman’s song ‘If I Rise’ for Danny Boyle’s movie ‘127 Hours’, in collaboration with British pop star Dido, is nominated in the Best Song category of the Academy Awards.

· The Maharashtra government announces that a lifetime achievement award in classical music will be instituted in memory of Bahrat Ratna Pandit Bhimsen Joshi.

· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) raises the repo rate by 25 basis points from 6.25 per cent to 6.5 per cent and the reverse repo rate from 5.25 per cent to 5.5 per cent.

26
During the 62nd Republic Day celebrations the nation’s military might, cultural diversity, technological achievements and ecological challenges are displayed at Rajpath in New Delhi. Indonesia President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has been the Chief Guest at the ceremony in New Delhi.

· Calcutta University is among ten universities worldwide and the only one in India to be short-listed by the United Nations for its Academic impact Programme.

· Indian Railways inaugurates country’s first green station at Manwal on the Jammu-Udhampur rail route. This station relies on its solar panels for power for lighting and fans.

27
The Central Government revises wages of agricultural labourers under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee scheme on the basis of consumer price index.

28
The Supreme Court rules that the Government subsidy to Muslims for Haj pilgrimage or similar benefits to other religions, is not in violation of the Constitution.

· The Himachal Pradesh Police seizes Rs. 6 crore in foreign currencies, from a room at the Gyuto Tantric Monastery of the exiled Tibetan leader, 17th Karmapa, Ugyen Trinely Dorje, near Dharmsala.

· Sachin Tendulkar wins the Indian Cricketer of the Year Award and Test Cricketer of the Year Award at the Castrol Awards for Cricketing Excellence.

29
Noted classical singer Shrikant Deshpande, a disciple of the doyen of Kirana Gharana Pandit Bhimsen Joshi, passes away at the age of 62.

· The film Udaan wins as many as seven awards at the 56th Idea Filmfare Awards 2010 at Yash Raj Studio in Andheri in Mumbai. Shah Rukh Khan is adjudged Best Actor while Kajol the Best Actress for their roles in My Name is Khan.

· Union Telecom Minister Kapil Sibal announces that in future, all spectrum allocation for 2G mobile phone services will be auctioned and will not come free with telecom licences.

31
The Union Ministry of Environment and Forests grants conditional clearance with 28 additional conditions, to Posco’s $12 billion steel mill-cum-captive port project in Orissa. It is India’s biggest foreign direct investment project.

· A high level committee, headed by VK Shunglu which went into alleged financial irregularities in the Commonwealth Games 2010, indicts suspended Prasar Bharati Chief Executive Officer B.S. Lalli and Doordarshan Director General Aruna Sharma, accusing them of collusion with a United Kingdom based firm which benefited Rs. 135 crore in the broadcast deal.

