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· The DRDO handed over a “world class” multi-insect repellant developed by it, dubbed ‘Maxo Military’ and Maxo-safe and soft’, to a private firm for commercial production. 

· The Supreme Court directed the Centre and the States to prepare schemes for rehabilitation of physically and sexually abused women all over the country. 

· ‘Sholas’ are ‘Tropical Montane Forests’ interspersed with rolling grasslands in mountain tracts 1,500 metres above mean sea level and are the continuation of the west coast tropical wet evergreen forests. Shola forests have high ecological significance in protecting the head waters of rivers.

· The Space Commission is headed by K. Radhakrishnan, Secretary, Department of Space and ISRO Chairman. 

· The first reactor at the Rajasthan Atomic Power Station, the RAPS-1 at Rawatbhatta, near Kota, has been shut down permanently since October 2004. The natural uranium fuel has been taken out of the reactor, and the heavy water, which acted as both coolant and moderator, drained from it. However, the 100 Mwe reactor has not been decommissioned though. Techno-economic studies going on whether to rehabilitate it. 

· The National Environmental Engineering Research Institure (NEERI) is a research institute created and funded by Government of India. It was established in Nagpur in 1958 with focus on water supply, sewage-disposal, communicable diseases and to some extent on industrial pollution and occupational diseases found common in post-independent India. 

1
Strongly indicting the suspended Prasar Bharati CEO B.S. Lalli and the Doordarshan Director-General. Aruna Sharma, the Sheunglu Committee calls for strict action against them under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the Prevention of Corruption Act.

· The Supreme Court rules that office-bearers of cricket associations or any other sports body discharging public functions can be prosecuted under the Prevention of Corruption Act.

· India’s first Chief Information Commissioner Wajahat Habibullah is announced to be the next chairperson of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM).

· India becomes the largest donor towards the setting up of an anti-slavery memorial in the lawns of the United Nations headquarters in New York with a contribution of $250,000 towards the Trust Fund for the Permanent Memorial to honour the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

· As per the date released by the Commerce Ministry in New Delhi, riding on the back of increased demand from the United States and the European Union, India’s exports rose a record 36.4 per cent to $22.5 billion in December 2010 on annual basis.

2
The Central Bureau of Investigation arrests the former Union Communications and Information Technology Minister. A. Raja for his role in the grant of licences and allocation of 2G spectrum during 2008 in violation of established guidelines and procedures.

· On the completion of the fifth year of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Prime Minister Manmohan Singh promise to usher in more reforms in the scheme under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and increase the number of days of job guaranteed to Below the Poverty Line households.

· The National Association of Software and Service Companies (Nasscom) says the Indian IT–BPO sector is estimated to grow 19 per cent in the current financial year to reach $76 billion in revenues.

· India inks a new double taxation avoidance agreement (DTAA) with Norway for exchange of information to check tax evasion and prevent the flow of black money between the two countries.

3
The Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, is placed 11th in The Financial Times Global MBA Ranking of the world’s top 100 business schools in 2011.

· The Law Ministry of the Government of India decides to allow non-resident Indian (NRIs) to vote in the Country’s elections. 

· In a major breakthrough, India and Iran arrive at a settlement and agree to use euro to pay Iranian crude oil through Hamburg-based Europaisch-Iranische Handels bank AG (EIH Bank).

· The Defence research Development Organisation (DRDO) announces the successful completion of a series of confirmatory trials of Indigenous Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Nishant conducted by the Army at Chandan Range Pokhran.

· The Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh announces the constitution of the Group of Ministers (GoM) headed by Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee to find a resolution to the vexed issue of ‘go’ and ‘no go’ areas in the coal blocks.

4
The one-man committee, formed by Communications and IT Minister Kapil Sibal to look into the allocation of licences and spectrum between 2011 and 2009, finds that all decisions taken by the Department of Telecommunications during the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and United Progressive Alliance (UPA) regimes were procedurally wrong and unfair.

· Prime Minister Manmohan Singh asks States to consider waiving mandi taxes, octroi and local taxes for taming inflation, which affect the poor “harder” and poses a serious threat to the country’s growth momentum.

· Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) Chairman Nandan Nilekani submits the seven-member group’s report to Mr. Mukherjee, detailing among other things, specific recommendations for various IT-intensive projects pertaining to the Finance Ministry.

· The Union Sports and Youth Affairs Minister Ajay Maken announces establishment of a youth coaching centre in Imphal and a football academy at Dimapur in Nagaland.

· Anil Ambani owned Reliance Power’s Sasan project, using super-critical technology, gets registered with the Clean Development Mechanism Executive Board of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

5
Diverse topics ranging from the recent global financial crisis to human rights come up for discussion during the opening day of the Commonwealth Law Conference, largest events of its kind in the common law world, in Hyderabad.

· The Indian Air Force inducts the tactical airlift transport C-130J Super Hercules aircraft at the Hindon Air Force Station in Ghaziabad.

6
Actor-turned-politician Chiranjeevi, who with much fanfare launched the Praja Rajyam (PRP) in 2008, announces the PRP’s merger with the Congress “without any pre-condition”.

· SAARC announces to gets its first woman Secretary-General in its silver jubilee year – the former Maldivian Attorney General, Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed, to succeed Indian diplomat Sheel Kant Sharma.

· At the Foreign Secretaries’ meet in Thimphu, Nirupama Rao and Pakistani’s Salman Bashir, agree on the need for a constructive dialogue to take forward the talks process.

· At the 17th Commonwealth Law Conference with the theme ‘Emerging Economies and the Rule of Law: Challenges an Opportunities’ in Hyderabad, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh cautions against the use of the power of judicial review to erode the legitimate role assigned to other branches of the government.

7
The Ministry of Environment and Forest gives an “in principle” approval to the long-pending Mount Girnar Ropeway project in Junagadh district in the Sourashtra region of Gujarat.
 

· A group of naval divers on board INS Nireekshak, the Navy’s only diving support and submarine rescue vessel, set a new national record by diving to a depth of 233 metres in the seas off Kochi coast.

· The gross domestic product (GDP) estimates released by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) in New Delhi, declares that pumped by a strong agriculture growth and allied activities, the economy would grow at an estimated 8.6 per cent during the current financial year.

· Dilip Shanghvi, Chairman and Managing Director of Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd., is named as the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the year 2010.

8
In a boost to organic farming in Bihar, Sondih village in Nalanda district finds a place on the global map through the global positioning system (GPS) for sowing potato over an area of 160 acres by using natural fertilizers only.

· While releasing a report of the task force on reducing transaction cost for exporters in New Delhi, Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee asks exporters to ‘fight their own battle’ and stop asking for sops and incentives from the government.

· The Reserve Bank of India says non-resident Indians (NRIs) would not be eligible for incentives on interest on home loans of up to Rs. 10 lakh.

9
The Environment and Forests Minister Jairam Ramesh approves diversion of 595 hectares of forest land for mining in the Chiria mine area in Paschimi Singhbhum district of Jahrkhand.

· The fourth edition of Dakshin Prahar military exercise, conducted annually to gauge and sharpen the IAF’s preparedness to combat a range of threats, is launched in Thiruvananthapuram.

· The eighth edition of Aero India gets off to a flying start in Bangalore.

· The Centre decides to partially lift the three-year-old ban on export of non-basmati rice and also allows export of a particular variety of onion grown in Karnataka.

10
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh Constitutes a high-power committee, comprising Planning Commission member and former Cabinet Secretary B.K Chaturvedi and Space Commission member Professor Roddam Narasimha to review the controversial deal between Antrix Corporation and Devas Multimedia.

· The Union Cabinet gives its nod to replace the age-old Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, with a new law.

· The Union Cabinet approves a Rs. 7.029 – crore package for States to compensate them for losses suffered by the reduction in the Central Sales Tax (CST) rate during 2010 -11.

· The Union Human Resource Development Ministry sets up a three-member committee, chaired by A.S. Thakur, Additional Secretary (Technical Education), to separately hear each of the 44 deemed-to-be-universities – found unfit to retain the deemed university status by a review committee constituted by the government.

· The Union Cabinet approves capital infusion of Rs. 1,100 crore for regional rural banks (RRBs) for improving capital adequacy ratio.

· In an effort aimed at checking the growth of black money and the same being stashed abroad, India enters into a pact with the British Virgin Islands for exchange of information to check for evasion and money laundering.

11
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh Presents the 43rd Jnanpith Award to poet O.N.V. Kurup in Thiruvananthapuram.

· The International Labour Organisation’s Decent Work Research Prize is awarded to economist Jayati Ghosh and Profesor Eve Landau.

· Bharatiya Janata Party president Nitin Gadkari launches the ‘Atal Kahadyann Yojana’ that provides foodgrains at highly subsidised rates to BPL and APL ration card holders in Dehra Dun.

· Union Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma announces Rs. 500 – crore incentives to six sectors, covering 600 products, including agriculture, plastics, engineering goods, electronics and chemicals.

· The World Bank states in its latest report that India can generate 68,000 MW of power , costing less than Rs. 6 a unit from renewable energy sources, a step that can address the country’s energy security concerns.

12
India, Brazil, Germany and Japan – the G4 nations, announces their decision to press for “urgent” reforms of the United Nations Security Council in 2011.

· Describing Mahatma Gandhi as an apostle of peace, President Pratibha Patil releases a special khadi stamp on him, the first such stamp in his honour.

· Justice Ranjan Gogoi, a sitting judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court, is sworn in as the Chief Justice by Haryana Governor Jagannath Pahadia in Chandigarh.

· India inks a Tax Information Exchange Agreement (ITEA) with the Bahamas-based on international standards of transparency for exchange of banking and ownership information to check tax evasion and money laundering.

13
The Cambridge University announces its plans to develop a rare collection of films made in India during the final years of the British raj into a new teaching course.

· Russian President Dmitry Medvedev awards the prestigious Pushkin Gold Medal to Professor Arun Mohanty of the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) for his contribution to studies on Russia and promotion of bilateral cultural ties and friendship.

14
The Supreme Court directs the Centre and the States to prepare schemes for rehabilitation of physically and sexually abused women all over the country.

· Concerned at the wastage of public funds, the Centre sets up a task force, headed by UIDAI chief Nandan Nilekani, to suggest ways of giving kerosene, cooking gas and fertilizer subsides to beneficiaries directly.

· Ajay Parida, Executive Director, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation is selected for the prestigious TATA Innovation Fellowship of the Department of Biotechnology, Government of India.

· The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) gives the green signal for the 4,000-MW Ultra-Mega Power Project (UMPP) at Bedabahal in Orissa.

· Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. (BHEL) secures $436- million (around Rs. 2000 crore) worth order in Yemen for setting up a gas-based power project.

15
The Supreme Court upholds the death sentence for Surinder Kohli for murdering 14-year-old Rimpa Haldar, one of his first victims in the serial killings at Nithari village on the outskirts of Delhi.

· The former Union Minister M.P. Veerendrakumar and 23 other authors are presented the Sathiya Akademi awards in New Delhi for their literary works that include travelogue, novels and collection of short stories.

· The United States-India Educational Foundation (USIEF) announces the launch of its annual competition for the Fulbright-Nehru and other Fulbright fellowships for Indian citizens for the academic year 2012-13.

· Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Jaipal Reddy dedicates to the nation India’s largest naphtha cracker plant at Indian Oil Corporation’s (IOCs) Panipat Complex.

· The Central Government decides to hike the quantum of subsidy payable to fertilizer companies to ensure that the domestic prices of NPK nutrients – urea, di-ammonium phosphate (DAP) and muriate of potash (MOP) – are maintained at ‘reasonable’ levels.

16
Facebook pulls off the ‘I hate Ambedkar’ page after the Mumbai Police Cyber Cell pursues the case with the authorities.

· The Supreme Court rules that once an order is bad at the time of appointment itself, it cannot be sanctified later and employees so appointed cannot claim any relief on a par with regular employees.

· With expectations of a bumper wheat production this rabi, the Food Corporation of India (FCI) and state agencies target a record procurement of 260 lakh tonnes, 16 per cent higher than the 2010 level of 225 lakh tonnes.

· Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma and Japanese Foreign Minster Seiji Machara sign the bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in Tokyo.

· As part of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement signed between India and Japan, for the first time ever, Japan commits to give the same treatment to the pharma industry here as it gives to the domestic industry.

17
The Centre annuls the controversial deal between the Indian Space Research Organisation’s commercial arm Antrix Corporation and Bangalore-based Devas Multimedia.

· Japan announces to extend an aid of Rs. 2,557 crore (Yen 46.401 billion) to India for three projects through its Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) window – cleaning the Yamuna in the national capital, crop diversification promotion in Himachal Pradesh and biodiversity conservation and greening in Tamil Nadu.

· Eight cities are announced to get cremation systems in Oil and Natural Gas Corporation’s (ONGC) Harit Moksha (Green Heaven) initiative.

· Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi is ranked the fourth best airport in the world in the 25 million to 40 million passengers per annum category, according to the 2010 Airport Service Quality rankings of Airport Council International.

· Mahindra Satyam, formerly Satyam Computer Services, agrees to pay $125 million to settle a putative class action suit filed against it in a U.S. District Court, southern district court of New York.

18
The Centre Bans export of milk powder and its products to check the rising prices of milk.

· In the India-Malaysia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) signed in Kuala Lumpur, New Delhi agrees to make a reciprocal gesture to Malaysia in 84 sub-sectors under the rubric of services.

· India adopts the new Consumer Price Index (CPI) that will reflect the actual movement of prices at the micro-level.

· Upendra Kumar Sinha takes charge as the Securities and Exchange Board of India’s Chairman from the outgoing chief C. B. Bhave.

19
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh lays the foundation stones of the country’s second National Institute of Design (NID) at Jorhat and the Assam centre of the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Petroleum Technology (RGIPT) at Sivasagar.

· A joint declaration issued in New Delhi, at the end of the largest-ever meeting of LDC representatives hosted by India, calls for an international programme of action aiming at reducing the number of LCDs by half over the next decade.

· Buddhist spiritual leader Dalai Lama felicitates ‘Super 30’ founder Anand Kumar, whose initiatives have helped 212 students from the underprivileged section of society in the past many years to crack the IIT-JEE, in Mumbai.

· The first-ever film festival of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, “Indian Panorama”, begins in Port Blair with the screening of short film Three of Us directed by Umesh Kulkarni.

20
Haryana Agricultural University signs an agreement with the Rajasthan-based Punjab India Industries for production and marketing of maize hybrids.

21
Describing the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack as indeed the rarest of rare cases involving uncommon and unprecedented crime,” the Bombay High Court upholds the death sentence awarded by the trial court to the lone surviving gunman, Mohammad Ajmal Amir Kasab.

· In one of the biggest foreign direct investments (FDI) in the energy sector. Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) announces the sale of 30 per cent stake in its 23 blocks, including the giant KG-D6 gas fields, to BP of U.K. for $7.20 billion

· In the ‘Review of the economy 2010-11’ released in New Delhi by The Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC) Chairman C. Rangarajan, the Indian economy is projected to grow by 8.6 per cent this fiscal.

· Steel Authority of India announces plans to put up four three million tonne manufacturing facilities – one each in Indonesia, Mongolia, South Africa and Oman – at a cumulative investment of $12 billion.

22
Accepting the “pre-planned conspiracy’ theory of the prosecution, a special fast track court in Ahmedabad – appointed by the Gujarat High Court on the orders of the Supreme Court – convicts 31 accused and acquits 63 others in the Godhra train burning case.

· Jamia Millia Islamia is granted the status of minority institution by the National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions.

· For the first time, the Centre announces to issue coins of Rs. 150 denomination to mark the number of years of taxation in India.

· The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) announces to launch restoration work at 51 dams and canals in Rajasthan under a small irrigation reforms project.

· Ministry of Commerce and Industry declares India-ASEAN trade during the calendar year 2009 to be, exports at $17.3 billion and imports at $23.8 billion and during 2010 – exports at $22.3 billion and imports at $27.8 billion.

23
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) places under arrest two former top CWG officials – former Organising Committee Secretary-General Lalit Bhanot and Director-General V. K. Verma.

· Releasing the “Draft strategy paper on exports,” which lays out the road map for the future on the exports front, Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma announces India’s aim to double its exports to $450 billion in the next three years.

· Panasonic India does ground-breaking for the country’s first Idea factory at village Dadri-Toi in Jhajjar district of Haryana.

· Leading telecom service provider Bharti Airtel along with 16 other global telcos launches the Europe India Gateway (EIG) cable system that will enhance diversity and capacity between Europe and India.

24
Malkangiri Collector R. Vineel Krishna takes his first steps to freedom in Jan Bal in Orissa after having spent eight days on the shores of the Balimela reservoir as a hostage to the Maoists.

· The Central government raises the election expenditure limit for both Parliamentary and Assembly constituencies by around 60 per cent with immediate effect.

· The Kerala Assembly passes the Plachimada Coca Cola Victims Relief and Compensation for the ecological damage caused by the Coca Cola unit that used to function in the village.

25
The Railway budget for 2011-12 holds passenger fares and freight rates for the eighth successive year; proposes further fare concessions to senior citizens, physically challenged and servicemen; announces a plethora of new trains and production units.

· Major Mitali Madhumita becomes the first woman officer to receive a gallantry award in the Army – Sena Medal (Gallantry) – when she is honoured with 21 Army personnel in Hisar for acts of bravery and distinguished service.

· Railway Minister Mamata Banerjee presenting the Railway budget for 2011-12 in the Lok Sabha, announces that to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, to be celebrated in 2013, a new service, called “Vivek Express”, and four “Kavi Guru Express’ train services, to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore would be launched; and special tourist trains, known as “Janam Bhoomi Gaurav,” connecting important historical and educational places, would be operated.

· In one of the biggest bribery scandals in recent times, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) arrests Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of the public sector National Aluminium Corporation Limited (NALCO) Abhay Kumar Srivastava in Bhubaneshwar.

· The Economic Survey 2010-2011 advises the government to carry out nearly a dozen reforms pertaining to various sectors of the economy and stresses the action in this regard would be necessary to achieve the 9 per cent GDP (gross domestic product) expansion projected for 2011-12 and further acceleration in economic growth in the years to come.

· Tata Steel UK Limited (Tata Steel) signs a definitive sale agreement to sell certain assets of Teesside Cast Products (TCP) to Sahaviriya Steel Industries, UK (SSI), a subsidiary of Thailand’s largest steel producer, in a deal valuing the business at $469 million. 

26
In one of the biggest findings of ‘hidden treasure’ from a religious place, Orissa’s Endowment Department officials and the police stumble upon 522 silver slabs weighing about 18 tonnes from a mutt in Puri.

· The Supreme Court makes it clear to all courts that a criminal case should not be decided against the accused in the absence of counsel to represent his case.

27
In its first major vote after joining the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for the next two years, India votes in favour of sanctions against Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, his relatives and associates.

· Environment Ministers of the BASIC bloc – Brazil, South Africa, India and China meet at the sixth BASIC Ministerial meeting on Climate Change in New Delhi. 

28
In a cautious budget crafted amid continuing high inflation and uncertain global signals, Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee seeks to sustain the economic growth momentum, strengthen infrastructure to enable a shift to higher growth in the years ahead and reduce social imbalances through some effort at inclusive development.

· In the budget 2011-2012, Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee announces doubling the remuneration for anganwadi workers and helpers.

· The cause of speedier justice gets a major boost with Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, announcing a threefold increase in the Plan provision for the Department of Justice – from Rs. 280 crore to Rs. 1,000 crore in the budget for the coming financial year.

· India effects a nearly 12 percent hike in its defence spending, clearly making increased allocation for major acquisitions in the pipeline.

· Union Finance Minsiter Pranab Mukherjee announces a package of Rs. 3,000-crore as part of the budget for 2011-12 to help the handloom sector overcome its financial problems.

· While keeping the excise and service tax rates unchanged at 10%, the Union Budget imposes a levy of 1% on 130 other items, excluding food and fuel.

· The Union Budget seeks to give greater thrust to it other flagship programme Bharat Nirman, covering six sectors, by allocating an additional Rs. 10,000 crore for 2011-12 to provide rural broadband connectivity to all the 2.5 lakh panchayats within the next three years.

· The Centre, with a view to encouraging generation and reducing transmission and distribution losses, announces extension of tax holiday for the power sector by one more year till March 31, 2012.

