March, 2011

1
The Election Commission of India announces that Assembly elections in Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry be held from April 4 to May 10, 2011.

· A special task tract court in Ahmedabad sentences 11 convicts to death and 20 toehrs to life imprisonment in the 2002-Godhra train burning case.

· ‘The Germany Year in India 2011-12’ is announced to be kicked off across seven cities – Chennai, Mumbai, New Delhi, Kolkata, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Pune – on September 23, 2011. 

· In the post-budget rally, the Bombay Stock Exchange 30-share benchmark Sensex zoomz 623.10 points and closes at 18446.50, its biggest single day jump since May, 2009.

· As per the data released by the Commerce Ministry in New Delhi, exports registered a sharp increase of 32.4 per cent on year-on-year basis in January 2011 to $20.61 billion ($15.56 billion in January 2010).

· Nirmal Chandra Jha takes over as Chairman of Coal India Limited (CIL) in Kolkata.

· R.S. Butola takes over as Chairman of Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) in New Delhi.

2
In a major relief to farmers and exporters, the Centre slashes the minimum export price (MEP) for onions by 25 per cent to $450 a tonne from $600.

· A U.S. court in New York issues summons to the Congress party in the November 1984 anti-Sikh riots, acting on a Sikh rights group’s petition charging it with ‘conspiring, aiding and abetting’ organised attacks on the community.

· Veteran character actor Ravinder Kapoor, popularly known as Goga Kapoor, passes away in Mumbai.

· India applies to the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) at Geneva in Switzerland for associate membership.

· India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) set a trade target of $70 billion by 2012, up 40 per cent from $50 billion in 2010.

· The ASEAN trade ministers, meeting in New Delhi, express their serious concern over the rising food and oil prices across the world stating that it could hurt growth and trade.

· The Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry gives up its ‘tough stand’ on payment of royalty and cess paid by ONGC, paving way for smooth clearance for the Cairn-Vedanta deal.

3 
The 11th U.S.-India Defence Policy Group (DPG) meets in Washington for extensive discussion on strengthening bilateral defence ties, particularly in the areas of maritime security, counterterrorism, disaster relief and personnel exchanges.

· In a major blow to the Centre, the Supreme Court quashes the appointment of P.J. Thomas as Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC).

· The Union Cabinet clears the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Bill, 2011, a Bill seeking to prevent sexual abuse of children, with provisions for stringent punishment for such offences.

· The Centre announces plans to develop ‘Sufi circuit’ in Bihar and Jharkhand in a big way to attract tourists from across the country and abroad.

· India resumes payments to Iran for the crude oil being purchased after putting in place an alternative system of routing money through a German bank, putting an end to the oil payment crisis.

· According to UNIDO’s publication, ‘International Yearbook of Industrial Statistics 2011’, released in Vienna, India has emerged as one of the top ten manufacturers of the world in 2010.

4
Rubina Ali, the child artist who played the role of young Latika in the Oscar-winning film ‘Slumdog Millionaire’, spends a sleepless night at the Bandra railway station after a massive fire guts down her house and many other shanties in front of her eyes in Gharibnagar.

· Senior Congress leader from Kerala and four-time Lok Sabha member P.C. Chacko is named Chairman of the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) to probe the alleged scam in the grant of 2g spectrum and telecom licences from 1998 to 2009.

· A major chapter in the 25-year old Bofors saga is closed with a Tiz Hazari court in New Delhi discharging Italian businessman Ottavio Quattrocchi from the payoffs case after allowing the CBI to withdraw prosecuting against him.

· Congress President Sonia Gandhi finally reconstitutes the Congress Working Committee (CWC), the party’s apex body, and the Secretariat in New Delhi.

5
Foreign Minister of Thailand Kasit Piromya advocates a closer security relationship with India – intelligence-sharing in particular – to check money-laundering and drug-trafficking. 

· Haryana achieves the rare distinction of being the first State in the country to successfully hold the annual B-1 test totally online for its police force for the fourth consecutive year since 2008.

· A research team of scientists at the Hyderabad campus of Pilani-based Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) receives a global research grant for developing an anti-human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) drug for treatment of AIDS patients.

· A footwear development centre, an initiative of the Union Commerce Ministry, is announced to be set up on the outskirts of Jodhpur in Rajasthan.

6
India fires an interceptor missile from the Wheeler Island, off the Orissa coast, which intercepts an incoming ‘enemy’ ballistic missile from a launch complex at the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Orissa, at an altitude of 16 km and p;ulverizes it in “a direct kill”.

· The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) releases the Humanitarian Action for Children Report, 2011, requesting $1.4 billion in its appeal to donors to assist children and women caught in the throes of crises.

· The Supreme Court holds that Parliament has ample powers to enact legislation with respect to extra-territorial aspects in the interests of the well-being or security of inhabitants of India.

7
President Pratibha Patil launches the ‘Sanchar Shakti’ project of the Department of Telecommunications, a suite of mobile value-added services (VAS) to provide a variety of useful information to women and women’ self-help groups about government schemes and health and social issues.

· The Reserve Bank of iNdia (RBI) constitutes a working group under the Chairmanship of Usha Thorat, Director, centre for Advanced Financial Research and Learning (CAFRAL), to examine a range of emerging issues pertaining to regulation of the NBFC’s (non-banking financial companies) sector.

· Widening the scope of interest rate futures market, the Reserve Bank of India permits 91-Day government bond to be traded in this market.

· The Central Government announces to infuse Rs. 1,740 crore in Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) as recapitalisation package to shore up the bank’s equity capital.

8
The centre approves a grant of Rs. 5 crore to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to make five of its World Heritage Sites and 25 other ticketed monuments accessible to persons with disabilities.

· Indian-American Rajat Gupta, the former McKinsey head accused of passing insider tips to Galleon Group’s billionaire hedge fund manager Raj Rajaratnam, resigns from three corporate boards, including American Airlines.

· The Orissa government bans the practice of ‘bartan’ system under which upper caste families extract work from barbers and washermen during important family occasions in return for just 15 kg of paddy for the whole year.

· Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda confers Indira Gandhi Majila Shakti Samman, Kalpana Chawla Shourya Samman and Sanno Devi Panchayati Raj Samman awards on outstanding women of the State for their contribution to society. 

· India and Brazil decide to forge stronger trade and economic ties and decided to work towards achieving a bilateral trade target of $10 billion in the next few years against $7.73 billion in 2010.

· To mark the International Women’s day, Air India, for the second consecutive year, operates an ultra long haul flight from Delhi to Toronto, with an all-women crew.

9
Somali pirates free all crew members of a hijacked ship m.v. Rak Afrikana including 11 Indians.

· The Maharashtra Cabinet gives its nod to increase women’s reservation in local body polls from 33 to 50 per cent.

· The Haryana Vidhan Sabha passes a unanimous resolution condemning derogatory remarks against the great martyr Shaheed Bhagat Singh in two books of the Indian Certificate of Secondary Edcuation.

· According to an official statement released in New Delhi, net direct tax collections grew 20.75 per cent to Rs. 3,36,117 crore during April-February 2010-11 as compared to Rs. 2,78,411 crore mopped up in the same period in the previous fiscal.

10
The ‘Million March’ to Hyderabad, called by pro-TElangana groups and supported by political parties, turns violent as thousands of agitators break through police barricades.

· In an important decision, the Bihar Government decides to disallow field trials of Bt. Maize in the State, citing probable hazards to personal health and the environment in general.

· The Essar Group announces to take over Zimbabwe’s state-owned Zisco Steel in a $750 million deal to revive production at the defunct firm that was once one of Africa’s largest producers. 

· Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim remains the richest person in the world with $74 billion in assets, while NRI steel magnate Lakshami Mittal is ranked sixth and Indian industrialist Mukesh Ambani is placed ninth in the U.S. magazine Forbes annual list of world’s top billionaires released in New York.

· As per the latest data released in New Delhi, riding on the back of rising demand from the U.S. and other markets, growing at a breakneck speed of 49.8 per cent during February 2011, India’s exports breached the $200 billion mark in the first 11 months of the 2010-11 fiscal. 

11
Amid the hue and cry on the ‘black money’ circulating within the country and abroad, Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee announces the setting up of a group to quantify the black money being generated. 

· The Strategic Forces Command (SFC), which handles India’s missiles with nuclear warheads, fires the Dhanush and the Prithvi-II missiles respectively from the warship ‘Suvarna’ off Puri and the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur, near Balasore, Orissa, establishing the readiness of the country’s nuclear deterrence systems.

· The second Vishwa Kannada Sammelan is inaugurated in Belgium.

· Senior diplomat Raminder Singh Jassal dies in Turkey where he was posted as Ambassador since 2008.

· Noted Hindi writer Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari is selected for the prestigious Vyas Samman for 2010 for his collection of poems, Phir Bhi Kuch Rah Jayega.

12.
The Supreme Court holds that right to possess a land being a right to property cannot be taken away without conducting an enquiry under the Land Acquisition Act (LAA).

· Celebrated Bengali writer and activist Mahasweta Devi is conferred the Yashwantrao Chavan National Award 2010 in Mumbai ‘for her contribution to national integration, democratic values and the socio-economic development of India’.

· Supreme Court judge Justice Ananga Kumar Patnaik confers the prestigious Sahitya Bharati Samman-2010 on eminent poet Sitakanta Mohapatra.

· The third National Convention on the Right to Information (RTI) Act ends in Shillong. 

13
The Government of India proposes to nominate the name of Assam’s river-island, Majuli, for inclusion in the ‘cultural landscape’ category of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) World Heritage list.

· The first Padmanath Memorial and Ramanath Memorial literary awards for 2010 are presented to eminent Assamese poet Ajit Barua and noted Bengali poet Biljit Kumar Bhattacharya, respectively in Guwahati. 

14 President Pratibha Patil cancels the appointment of P.J. Thomas as Central Vigilance Commissioner.

· In an unusual step, the Supreme Court appeals to Pakistan to consider granting remission to Gopal Dass, an Indian prisoner detained in the Lahore central jail for about 27 years, on humanitarian grounds and to release him.

· The Navy appreends 61 pirates and rescued 13 crew members of a hijacked ship after a brief gun battle in the Arabian Sea.

· Reportedly the first of its kind in Asia, the Camel Rescue Centre, an exclusive asylum for ailing camels comes up at Bassi, near the Jaipur-Agra road.

15 
The 2010 Chameli Devi Jain award for ‘Outstanding Woman Media Person’ is presented to a former Tehelka correspondent from Thiruvananthapuram, Shahina K.K. in New Delhi.

· All food items imported from Japan are announced by Inda to be checked for radiation at the ports before being allowed into the country. 

· Maruti Suxuki India rolls out ten millionth cars – WagonR VXI – becoming the only Indian car company making its entry into the select club of automobile manufacturers across the globe which has crossed this milestone.

· The Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI) and Untied Stock Exchange (USE) sign a memorandum of understanding for exchange of information, consultation and cooperation.

· The Bombay Stock Exchange signs a licensing agreement with the U.S.-based International Securities Exchange (ISE) to launch derivative products in India.

16
The Supreme Court observes that Article 21 of the Constitution (right to life and liberty) would apply even to a foreign national staying in India.

· The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare constitue a task force under the Secretary (Health Research) to evolve a long-term strategy for addressing the issues faced by the Indian pharmaceutical industry.

17
The Union Cabinet extends by a year the term of the existing Board of Governors of the Medical Council of India.

· The Union Finance ministry gives nod for 9.5% interest on PF for 2010-11.

· The Union Cabinet gives its nod for establishment of the Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development as a Category I Institute of UNESCO in New Delhi.

· Noted poet Girdhar Rathi is selected for the Bihari Puraskar for 2010 for his poetry collection.

· In its pursuit to contain price rise in the economy the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) hikes the short-term indicative rates by 25 basis points.

· The Centre announces relaxation in norms for according the Maharatna status to central public sector enterprises, a step that help many CPFSEs acquire this tag, which gives a company more financial autnonomy.

18
Withstanding last-minute U.S. pressure, India abstains from voting on a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolution approving “all necessary measures”, including imposition of a no-fly zone over Libya. 

· Recognising the work of writer and social activist Mahasweta Devi, the Human Resource Development Ministry appoints her as National Research Professor for a second term of five years from February 2011.

· Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry bans the manufacture, sale and distribution of Gatifloxacin and Tegaserod as they cayse certain advserse side effects.

19
The Ministry of Environment and Forests decides to assess the carrying capacity of India’s coastline before allowing multi-secotr industries to come up along the coast in the designated areas of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh.

· According to the Asian Rich List 2011 by Eastern Eye, a weekly publication brought out by the Asian Media and Marketing Group, Steel tycoon Lakshmi Mittal, a non-resident Indian, retains his position as the richest Asian in the United Kingdom.

· Voltas and KION Group of Germany agree to establish a joint venture in India for the development, manufacture, market and service forklift trucks and warehousing equipment.

20
Election is held for the next “Kalon Tripa.” Chairperson of the cabinet of the so-called Tibetan government-in-exile also referred to as its Prime Minister.

· Australian born Bob Christo, who essayed villain roles in several films, dies in Bangalore.

21
Indian scientists announce to spearhead a major international project at the Koyna region in Maharashtra, expected to provide fresh insights into the processes that cause earthquakes.

· The national cooperative spice fair is announced to be organised in Jaipur in the last week of April 2011.

· The country’s first indigenous 250-MW advanced class 9 Gas Turbine manufactured by the Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) in Hyderabad is tested and despatched to the customer, Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation Limited (GSPC), Pipava, in Gujarat.

· The country’s oldest lioness, Rehana (23), dies in the government-run zoo Van Vihar near Bhopal. 

· Sify Technologies announces partnership with Saudi Telecom, a largest telecom services provider in the Middle East and North Africa.

22
Stung by the ‘misery tax’ remark by the health care industry, Union Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee withdraws the five per cent service tax on hospitals and diagnostic centres.

· The Union Cabinet clears the National Academic Depository Bill 2011 that seeks to create a national database of academic qualifications in DMAT format, which will authenticate and reissue certificates.

· The Central Government hikes the dearness allowance (DA) for its staff by six percentage points to 51 per cent.

· The Union Government decides to declare April 14, 2011, as a holiday on account of the birthday of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar for all its offices, including industrial establishments.

· The Centre introduces a Constitution Amendment Bill in the Lok Sabha to facilitate implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), a tax regime that would subsume levies such as excise, service tax and sales tax.

23
Philanthropost and software titan Bill Gates launches a five-year $80 million grant in Patna, asking the Indian government for the introduction of new vaccines to combat measles, diarrhoea.

· Playback singer Asha Bhosle is felicitated in the House of Commons in London for her outstanding achievements in music.

· The Centre clears 14 foreign direct investment (FDI) proposals worth Rs. 1,289 crore.

· HDFC Bank wins the Asian Banker’s Best Retail Bank in India award 2011. 

· Wipro Technologies receives Reader’s Choice Award for the third consecutive year from Consumer Goods Technology (CGT) magazine.

24
Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yeddyruppa suffers a political setback after the Special Lokayukta Court orders the Lokayukta police to investigage allegations of corruption against him, his kin and associates.

· President, Pratibha Patil, presents the first set of the Padma awards for the current year to 61 recipients, including former National Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra. Malaysian poet O.N.V. Kurup, art and dance scholar Kapila Vatsyayan, and educationist, scientist and administrator Akhlaq Ur Rahman Kidwai in New Delhi.

· The Committee on Estimates is announced to examine the controversial deal between Indian Space Research Organization’s commercial arm Antrix Corporation and Devas Multimedia, which the Union government cancelled in February, 2011.

· The Central Government constitutes the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission (FSLRC) under the chairmanship of former Justice B.N. SriKrishna to rewrite and harmonise financial sector legislations, rules and regulations.

· The ‘India Show’ is unveiled in Basel, Switzerland, kicking off the campaign around the globe of make India the global hub of diamonds and art and soul of jewellery.

25
The third report of the Shunglu Committee on ‘City Infrastructure’, severely indicts the Delhi government for its handling of the works and also notes that the efforts of the Empowered Committee, constituted to overlook them, are also ‘by and large ineffectvive.”

· India launches its first pollution cap and trade scheme which will cover air pollution caused by 1,000 industries in Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat, and could have a significant impact on public health.

· Eleven scientists, including two from the Bangalore-based Indian Institute of Science (IISc) are given the prestigious NASI-Scopus Young Scientist Award for 2010 in New Delhi.

· Philanthropist and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Berkshire Hathawy Inc., U.S. Billionaire Warren Buffett, visits India. 

26
In an inspiring message of hope and action for a global movement to arrest climate change, Bollywood actress Vidya Balan, the brand ambassador for ‘WWF (India) 2011-Earth Hour 60+’ leads the country in switching off lights for an hour in New Delhi.

· In yet another gesture to normalise ties with Pakistan, India decides to increase the stay period for people visiting Jammu and Kashmir from PoK to six months with multiple entries to encourage people-to-people contact. 

· Hollywood actor Hugh Jackman and Bollywood’s international face Aishwarya Rai Bachchan bag the top honours at the FICCI Frames Awards in Mumbai.

· The Central Government announces to create a Rs. 2,500-crore corpus for technology modernisation of the micro, small and medium units by 2012.

27
INS Suvarna rescues 16 cres members of the mother pirate ship, Morteza, after the Navy and Coast Guard mounts the operation following reports of pirate attacks on merchant ship MSC Eva and MV Kensington near Lakshadweep Islands in the Arabian Sea.

· The Union Human Resource Development Ministry sets up a task force, headed by the Additional Secretary (Higher Education) in the Ministry, which will oversee the survey.

· ‘One Young Kashmir’ summit, the first-ever youth summit in the valley, ends on positive note in Srinagar.

28
According to the 2010 tiger census data released in New Delhi, there are approximately 1,706 of the big cats in the country, which includes about 70 in the marshes of the Sunderbans, which have never been scientifically surveyed before.

· The Information and Broadcasting Ministry selects noted Bharatnatyam dancer Leela Samson, currently chairperson of the Sangeet Natak Akademi and director of the Kalakshetra dance school in Chennai, as the new chairperson of the Central Board of Film Certiication (CBFC).

· The Bihar Government tables the Right to Service Bill in the State Assembly, becoming the second State in the country after Madhya Pradesh to introduce this legislation. 

· Living legend and the diva of Indian classical dances, Yamini Krishnamurthy is selected for the Guru Debaprasad Award for her pioneering contribution to Indian classical dances.

· India and Africa, seeking to further strengthen the economic engagement, set a target of $70 billion by 2015.

· Software giant Microsoft appoint Bhaskar Pramanik as Chairman for its India operations.

29
A joint statement issued at the end of the two-day Home/Interior Secretary level talks between India and Pakistan in New Delhi flags various areas of cooperation.

· Noted lawyer Lalit Bhasin is appointed Chairperson of the Film Certification Appellate Tribunal.

· The Sikkim Assembly passes a resolution stating that the formation of Gorkhaland is the only solution to ensure free movement of traffic on National Highway 31A – the life line of the land-locked State.

· The Supreme Court extends by six months the tenure of the Justice Wadhwa Committee formed to probe the issues in the Public Distribution System.

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affaris (CCEA) approves the Union Textile Ministry’s proposal for provision of Rs. 1,972 crore for new projects during the remaining months of the current Plan period.

· The government approves a one time grant-in-aid of Rs. 378 crore as budgetary support for implementation of GPS-aided Geo Augmented Navigation system (GAGAN).

30
The Gujarat government bans Joseph Lelyveld’s controversial book, Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His struggle with India, which alleghedly calls the Father of the Nation a racist and bisexual.

· A fast-track court in Mumbai convicts Bollywood actor Shiney Ahuja of the charge of raping his maid and sentences him to sevel-year rigorous imprisonment.

· Australia’s oldest Hindu temple in New South Wales is attacked by two masked gunmen who fire several shots at it, triggering panic among the community members.

· Indian firmly states that it would not share any test data of drugs or data exclusivity with multinational companies or developed nations.

· According to data released in New Delhi, India’s engineering exports breached the critical $50-billion mark growing an aggressive pace of over 80 per cent during the April-February period of the current fiscal.

31 
The Vodafone group announces to acquire 33 per cent stake of the Essar Group in its Indian telecom joint venture Vdafone Essar for $5 billion.

· The Centre announces allowing 100 per cent foreign direct investment (FDI) in the agriculture sector, including seeds, plantation, horticulture and cultivation of vegetables.

· According to a Finance Ministry data released in New Delhi, India’s external debt, including commercial borrowings and non-resident Indian (NRI) deposits, went up by 13.0 per cent to $297.5 billion by the end of Decemer 2010 from $261.2 billion as of March-end that year.

· According to provisional data of Census 2011 released in New Delhi, India’s population has jumped to 1.21 billion, an increase of more than 181 million during 2001-11.

· As per the provisional data of Census 2011 released in New Delhi, while the overall sex ratio has gone up by seven points to touch 940, against 933 in Census 2001, the child sex ratio plummeted to 914 from 927.

· The provisional data of the 2011 census gives the country good tidings on the literacy front, as the literacy level has increased by 0.21 percentage points in the past decade to touch 74.04 per cent.

· Carnatic vocalist Nisha P. Rajagopal is chosen as the first recipient of ‘The Hindu Saregama M.S. Subbulakshmi Award’.

· The government operationalises the Central Registry by incorporating the Central Registry of Securitisation Asset Reconstruction and Security Interest of India as a government company under the Companies Act, 1956.

